
128 anadia%'MethoZist Magazine.

which ive inay wvell eall the Era of the IRifle! At last, in 1760,
Canada became British. .ln the century which lias since elapsed,
how wvonderful the changes which have passed upon the primeval
and well-nighi unbroken -forest! A good portion of this time wvas
the Era of the Axe; and quickly following the wielders of the
axe, came the bearers of I the Saddlebas."

It is flot long since the people of this country had enougli1 to do
to kceep the Wrolf froiii the door. Miles of dense Wvood lay be-
tween nearest neighbors. Yravellers had difficulty in findingt
their way by the blaze of the trees, over tangled undetbrush and
fallen trees, the only well-defined road being that running ea.t
and west along the front. At lengtli political questions arose, but
they wvere purely local. The foundations of governument began to
be laid. The spirit of orde begran to brood over chaos, whence in,
due tiine carne constitutional liberty and executive responsibiity.
The youngy community was found to have a will and passions and
individuality of its own. The young bear would not te licked
into the shape its rulers wishied it to take; and as it came to
know its strengyth, the domination of a favou,,redl thurch was,
throwil off, the yoke of Ilthe Family Compact " broken, imperial
interference in purely colonial affairs checked, until nothing was
left to prevent self-government and free act-on. And wve are
bound on a career in which we shall endeavour to, transmit to
generations yet unl)orn, that large heritage of Britisli freedom and
Britishi Protestantism which we have received from, those above
and before us.

In British North America we have the seat of a geuuine
national existence, in which, there is no sucli powerful agent of
disruption as that profound dissirnilarity of interests whviceh came
so near rending asunder the Northern and the Southera States of
the American Union. The diffrent Provinces had,*Qf course, their
differences,-differences whichi prevented their being fused into
one body politic, but not of such a character as to hinder federa-
tion. And sucli a union.Britishi Americgns felt to be necessary
as they re*viewed their circumstances, and remembered the history
of ancient Greece, of the English fleptarchy, and of modern
Italy and Germany.

IFairly launched a,3 a Dominion, with one flag overliead, one
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