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and Homer visited thie ancient birth-
place of art and letters. Our author
mentions one touching evidence of
the popularity of Homer among the
cultured classes of Egypt, namely,
the finding of a Homeric papyrus
beneath the head of a dead Egyptian
princese in her coffixi.

The Egyptian story of the "Taking
of Joppa " je unqueetionably the oni-
-rinal of that of "Ali Baba, an~d the
Forty Thieves," and many Egyptian
roniantic tales are the originala of
othere in the "'Arabian Nights' en-
tertainmexit." Even some of the
fables of £sop were drawn f-om
Egyptian sources eight hundred
years older thaxi the famous dwarf
who was suppoeed to have invented
thein, as the etory of the lion and
the mouse, the dispute of the stomi-
ach and its members, axid se on.

Among the moral precepte of what
je known as "tthe oldeet book ini the
world,"7 writtexi 3,800 yeare before
Christ, are the following: '-Don't
repeat violent words to othere. Don't
listen te, them ; they have escaped a
heated seul. If they are repeated
in thy ear, look on the ground and
be silent." Others of later date
preach the same juet and gentle gos-
pel : "He who epeaks evil reape
evii. " " Don't eat bread ixi the pre-
sence of one who stands and waits
without p)utting forth thy hand
towards the loaf for him."

A etriking epic peem, describing
the conqueste of iRamesie Il., bas
been described as teThe Egyptian
Iliad." 0f this copioue extracts, are
given. "Their notions of man, a
niicrecosuz," says Mies Edwards,
"twere more complex th-an ours.
They conceive hlm to consiet of a
Body, a Sou], a Spirit, a Namne, a
Shape and a Ka, which I have yen-
tured to interpret as the life; and
they maintained that the perfect ne-
union of these wae a xieceseary con-
dition of the life to corne. Hience,
the care, with which they embalmed
the 'body. and hence the food and
drink offeninge te the dead. But
union of thiese fractions failed unlese
the maxi had lived a pure and spot-
Jees life, and came before the judg-
ment seat of Osiris with clean hands,
clean heart and dlean conscience."

Froni the most famous religions
book of the ancient Egvptiane- "The
Book of the Dead "-is quoted this
declaration of the dead nman when
broughit izito, the presence of the
Eternal Judge: " tGlory to, Thee, 0
thon great God, thou Lord of truth
and justice! Lo ! I have defraixded
no man of hie dues. 1 have not op-
pressed the widow. I have not been
elothful. I have brokeil faith with
no man. I have starved no man. 1
have siain no maxi. I have not eni-
richcd myseif by unlawful gains. I
have not given short measure of
corn. 1 have not tampered with the
scales. I have not encroached upon
xny neighbour'e field. 1 have net
cut off the running water from its
lawful chaxinel. 1 have not turned
away the food from the mouthe of
the fatherless. Lo I arn pure! 1
arn pure!1"

It will be apparent from these e.-:
tracte and references that this is a
book, not only of paramount scien-
tific and scholastic value, but alec,
one of fascinating intereet. We hope
to, profit greatly by its leachings anid
interpretations while we follow hawd
oexuis passibies in the footateps of
Mies Edwarde among the tombe and
temples of the Nule.

Nearly two hundred admirable
engravings illustrate the volume,.
Among the objecta of mincr import-
ance, but of curieus interest, are the
actuel wigs and hair pins worn by
an Egyptian princese four thousand
years ago. A specimexi of the for-
mer ie figured i oxie of the engrav-
inge.
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We have -t'tched for years the
growth of Whedon's Commentary on
the Bible, of which thie le the
penultimate volume in order of time,
although second iii biblical sequence.
We have repeatedly expreseed the
judgment tlat no cominentary that
we knoiv je better suited for the
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