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wo do not know, “ The Constitution and Discipline of the Presbyterinn Church,
with a directory for tho celebration of ordinances and the performance of minis
terial duties.”  This book is altogether more comprehensive in its design than
“TLIl's,” aml much more minute in its directions. It treats of the Church and
its Seriptural Constitution—its Head—governmont—powers and privileges; of
the Session, the Presbytory, the General Assembly, and of Chureh censurer 1t
further contains a revised Directory for the public worship of God, somewhat
altered—whether amended or not is another question—from that in our Con-
fession of Faith. In many of its departiments this book is very minute, and in a
less settled Church than that of Irclaud, or one younger and less formned in ity
manuners, it might be found irksome, inconvenient or inapplicable in many of its
parts. It has, however, been highly valued by all competent ecclesinstical law-
yors, and has given an onderliness to the character and procedure of that Churdch,
worthy of all commendation. A uew eldition is now required, and the whole
contents are, we understand, under review by a Committee of the ablest men
in the Church, from whose lalors we anticipate the best results. -

The next work on the subject which we would notice, is that published under
the authority of the United Presbyterinn Church, entitled “ Rules and Formsg of
Procedure in the Church Courts,” dated 1248. This book partakes more of
the character of a popular Manual than any of the others that wo have mention.
ed. The introduction is a defence of the Presbyterian polity.,  The other chap-
ters pertain to the practice of Church Courts—to the rights of m-mbers and
the management of congregational affairs—to Ordinatious, Electic-s, Church
Discipline, Theolugical Education, and the Missionury and Benevolent Schemes
of the Church, In the appendix there are various useful forms for congrega:
tional and other purpuses.  This book has been received with a high degreo of |
favour, and is worthy of much comimendation. The Church was ripe for con-
structing and adopting it.  The practice of congregations and of the judicato-
ries in that body had long been fixed, and was for the most part uniform
throughout the country. This work is just an embodiment of what was before
their acknowledged use and wont,—of principles and practice hailowed by
traditions, and found suitable after the test of long experience. It may be called
a pre-raphaelite picture of the United Presbyterian Chureh.

We have next to note the latest literature of Church law, prepared and pub
lished for the use of the Free Church of Scotland, under the title of * Digest of
Rules and Procedure in the Inferior Courts,” with an appendix containing forms
and documents. This, like “ Hili's Practice,” has been compiled by an accom-
plished minister of the Church, the Rev. R. Forbes, without the authority or
sanction of the Assembly. It therefore, rests on its own merits for acceptance,
and will be quoted as a convenient, but not an authoritative guide and
counsellor in points of ecelesiastical practice. It has already won high praise
from the most eminent men in the Church; and while it has not escaped criti-
cism and some censure at the hands of the erudite in such matters, it is yel
gencrally acknowledged to be 2 most admirable Manual so far as it goes, and
promises, when completed, to occupy the place in the Free Church which « Hill"
holds in the establishment. This book begins with the * Deacons’ Court,” one
of the most important ministries’ of the Free Church. It treats of its membery
officials, meetings, jurisdiction, business, and miscellaneous matters. After the
same form it deals with the Session, the Presbytery, and the Proviucial Assem-
bly, or Synod. The General Assembly is for the present all but unnoticed, bul
its treatment ic promised at a future time. The appendix is, perhaps, the mos
valuable part of the book. It contains a large number of most useful and
necessary forms for the drawing up of official documents and the conducting
of ministerial business, We regard this work as a model for future compilers




