
A Beactionary -Movement.

Lodges,-seems to have been strictly followed. The account vhich
this standard author gives ot the matter is as follows: " After the
dcath of the Grand Master, Christopher Wren, the four Lodges of Lon-
don resolved to elect a new Grand Master, and to detach themsclves
from their connection with the brethren at Yorl, of whon they hîeld
their Constitution, for the purpose of forming a new Grand Lodge, and
then be at liberty to put in execution the resoltution of 1703. The four
Lodges with these objects in view, iivoked in Gencral Assenibly al the
masons of London and vicinity, and constituted a central authority,
under the title of the Grand Lodge of England, etc., etc."-p. 312.

The course of action here taken, so for as can be gathered from this
brief account, appears to be preciscly that which lias becn taken at tho
formation of all subsequent Grand Lodges, and of those of Canada and
Quebec in particular. And therefore, iL would irtlhcr seem, the G. L.
of Englad must be regarded as the parent of oui modern system ; the
course of action takezn at its formation, which, doubtless, in substance,
was in aceordance with previous usuage, originatcd tho precedents,
or rather transmitted the precedents with inereased sanction, ihat has
since uniformly regulated the formation of aIl other Grand Lodge.
At all events, mîy reading is not suflicienty extensive to direct me to
any Grand Lodge that has since been formed by any course of action,
or method of procedure that is essentially different. These precedents
therefore must evidently be regarded as forming a part of what nay be
called the Common Law of Frecmatonry. And this appears to be the
view that las been taken by all those Grand Lodges that have pro-
nounced in favor of the G. L. of Quebec.

A Grand Officer
Of the Grand Lodgc of Quebec.

SHERBRooKE, 28th Jan., 1871.

A REACTIONARY MOVEMENT.

To the Most rorshipful the Grand Master ofthe Grand Lodgc of A. F. j' A. . ofcanada.

We the undersigned residents of the Township and Village of Dum-
ham and mnembers in good standing in Prevost Lodge No 1. C. R. beg
most respectfully to represent that on or about the inonth of October,
(1869) while there were only a comparatively few' menmbers present,
Prevost Lodge did proceed to transfer its allegiance to the would-be
Grand Lodge of Quebec, and that since that time have continued to
hold said Lodge and its warrant. That since that time the said Lodge
bas been conducted in a very unharmonioui and unmasonic manner.
That your memorialists bad hoped that this unhappy state of affairs
would have been amicably settlcd at the last communication of the
Grand Lodge of Canada, and renouncing aill connection with the afore-
said proceedings, and refusing to recognize the authority of the would-
be Grand Lodge of Quebec are in conscquence deprived of meeting in
said Lodge. That your Petitioners are desirous of carrying on the
work of the Lodge as heretofore under the jurisdiction of the G. L. of
Canada, and they now pray that. a duplicate warrant or dispensation be
granted to enable them to do so frec of charge, and further that they
may be authorized to proceed with the election of officers and their
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