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doubtless be a great gratification to the Parent State

to find that, whatever little dissensions may hereafter

arise, they can never be as in bygone days between the

local branches of the Legislature, but between those

bodies and herself; and wnat difficulties are there that

concession will net remove ? Other and minor altera-

tions were also made, the details of which it is not

necessary to trouble you with.

In this manner was introduced what is called ** Re-
sponsible Government,^ a term which those who first

used it have been most careful not to define. Alarmed
at the consequences to which it might possibly lead, if

fully carried out, or uncertain as to its practical effect,

they have left it to its own operation, in the hope that

experience might improve, or vigilance regulate, its

motion. Colonists, who are the subjects of tne experi-

ment, are not agreed among themselves as to its im-
port ; some supposing that it means the transfer of the

whole power of the Governor, who is virtually super-

people ; and that when the acts of the Goveraor are such as

they do not choose to be responsible for, they should be at

liberty to resign, then, I entirely agree with you, and see [no

impracticability in carrying on Responsible Government in a

colony on that footing, provided that the respective parties

engaged in the undertaking be guided by moderation, honest

purpose, common sense, and equitable minds, devoid of party

spirit.

" Therefore, resolved. That this House recognise in the above

documents the true principles of Colonial Government, as appli-

cable to this province."

This Resolution, ofwhichtheabove*i8an extract, is one ofthe

most extraordinary papers ever entered upon the journals of a

legislative body. It consists of the adoption, verbatim, of four

resolutions of the Canadian Legislature, of long extracts from
newspaper reports of the qieeches of two of the members of

their own body, and the answer of the late Lord Metcalf to an
address that had been presented to him by the people of the

Gore district, without one word oftheir own on the subject. It

may be found on the 67th page of the Journals of the Assembly

for 1844.


