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them, and immediately with fists and clubs, saying : ‘ You
shall die to-morrow! Do not be astonished, we shall not
burn you ; take courage ; we shall strike you with an axe,
and put your heads on the palisade, that your brothers may
see you yet, when we take them.” You must know that it
was only the Bear nation that killed them. Knowing that.
the Wolf and Tortoise tribes have done all that they could
to save their lives, and said against the Bear, ‘Kill us first ;’
but, alas, they are no longer alive. Know, then, that the
eighteenth, in the evening, they came to call Isaac to sup-
per. He got up and went away with the savage to the Bear’s
lodge ; as entering the lodge, there was a traitor with his
hatchet behind the door. On entering, he split open his
head, and at the same time cut off his head and put it on
the palisadé. The next morning early he did the same with
the other, and threw their bodies into the river. Monsieur,
I have not been able to know or hear from any savage why
they killed them. i

“ Begides this their envy and enterprise, they are going
with three or four hundred men to try and surprise the
French, to do the same as they did to the others ; but God
grant they don’t accomplish their design.

“1It would be desirable that Monsieur should be warned,
but there is no way to do it from here. Monsieur, I have
no more to write, but I remain

“ Your very humble and affectionate servant and friend,

“JaN LABATIE®
¢ Monsieur, I beg you (give) my baisemains (respects)
to the Governor.

“ Written at Fort Orange, ch:30, 1646.”

* Labatie was the French interpreter at Albany, and had, with Van Curler,
visited the Mohawk castles for the rescue of the missionary in 1642.

L]




