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The collection of photographie portraits of North Awericau
Indians described lu the following "Catalogue" is undoubtedly
the largest and most valuable one extant. It has been made at
great labor and expense, during a period of about twenty-five
years, and now embraces over one thousand negatives, rep-
resenting no less than twenty-five tribes. Many of the ind'-
viduals portrayed have meanwhile died; others, from varions
causes, are not now accessible; the opportunity of securing
many of the subjects, such as scenes and incidents, bas of
course passed away. The collection being thus unique, and
not to be reproduced at any expenditure of money, time, or
labor, its value for ethnological purposes cannot easily be over-
estimated.

Now that the tribal relations of these Indians are fast being
successively sundered by the process of removal to reservations,

wbich so greatly modifies the habits and particularly the style

of dress of the aborigines, the value of such a graphic record

of the past Increases year by year; and there will remain no

more trustworthy evidence of what the Indians have.been than

that afforded by these faithful sun-pictures, maiy of which

represent the villages, dwellings, and modes of life of these

most interesting people, and historical incidents of the respect-

ive tribes, as well as the faces, dresses, and accontrements of

many prominent individuals.
Those who have never attempted to secure-photographs and

measurememts or other details of the physique of Indians, in

short,-any reliable statistics of individuals or bauds, cau hardly

realize theobstacles to be overcome. The American Indian is

extremely superstitions, and every attempt .to take bis picture

is rendered difficult if not entirely frustrated by lis deeply-

rooted belief that the process places some portion of himself in

the power of the white man, and bis suspicion that such control

may be used to his injury. No prescribed regulations for the

taking of photographs, therefore, are likely to be fully carried
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