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search of the missing vessels. But the king’s grief
was like Jacob’s, bereaved of his children. He
refused to let Vasco go, but sent armed vessels
which searched in vain. Thus ended fhe arctic
explorations in connection with these famous Cor-
tereal brothers—famous more for misfortune thar
success. :
The next expedition was sent out by .a com-
pany.of merchants. Its president was Sebastian
. Ca‘bot now an old man, retired on a comfortable
pension given by the king “in consideration of
the good and acceptable service done by him.”
Three shlps were fitted out, and the command
given to Sir Hugh Willoughby, “a valiant gentle-
mane,” under whom was Richard Chancelor, “a
man of great estimation for the many good parts
of wit in him.” The task given them to perform -
was to find a north-east passage to China and India,
which, of course, they expected to perform. They
reached Nova Zembla, and were forbidden further
progress by_the ice. Sir Willoughby returned to
the mouth of a river of Lapland, and established
his winter-quarters. The ship commanded by

Chancelor pushed forwafd, reached Archangel, ‘}

and opened the way for trade with Russia. In:
the spring some Russian fishermen visited the
w'quarters of Sir Willoughby, and ‘found both him
and his entire company frozen to death.
But such disasters did not retard other explora-
. tions, and we shall next describe az arctic fever,



