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THE AUTHOR AND THE GHOSTS. 51

ing not to remain in that room, he went to the dining room,
when the chairs in that, his favorite room in every house,
went through the same performance. Feeling hungry, not
yet having had his breakfast, he sat down to a good substan-
tial meal, Esther sitting directly opposite. After pouring
out his coffee, she handed it to him with the remark, * Oh,
you will soon get used to them; I don’t think they like
you.” “No,” he replied, “I do not think tdey do either. In
fact, I am satisfied they do not; but, having come here to
investigate, I shall remain until they drive me from the
house.” While eating breakfast the ghosts comtmenced to
hammer on the table. By the system in use by the ‘family
when conversing with them, he carried on & long conrversa-
tion, they answering by knocks on the bettom of the table.
Before entering into the conversation, however, he sat so
that Esther’s hands and feet were in full view. The ghosts
told the number of his watch, also the dates’of ‘eoins'in his
pocket, and beat correct time when he whistled the tdnie df
“Yankee Doodle.” Chairs continued to - fall' over’ dwiil
dinner, during which there was a- shght eéssa(.ibn ofhtnaﬂi-
festations. ”

After dinner, the author lay down upon the parior: sdfa
to take a nap, as is his custom in -the afteérnobh.
Esther came into the room for a newspaper.” He watched:
her very closely, keeping one eye open and the one next
her shut, so that she would thitk he was asleep.: While
watching her intently to see that she did not: throw'iady-
thing herself, a large glass paper weigm'wefgnﬂng‘wya
pound, came ‘whizzing through ' the air frony thie far' ‘comér
of the room, where it had been on & shelf, &' dstanedé-df
fally fifteen feet from the sofa. Fortunatély for the autber,
instead of striking his head; which wis evidenthy: Thi i4-
tenion of the ghost who threw it, it struck Ghie.av of ‘tie
sofa with g&en.t forée, tebounding ‘to a chair; ipén whikh



