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Ohooses His Loves From
Picture Post Cards.
By A. Leverson.

Not long ago Eric suddealy sprang on
me the information that, if he could not
marry Miss Violet Vanbive, he would
jolly well remain a bachelor.

I was distressed at the news. Eric is
a great friend of mine; and eleven is
young to take so stern a resolution. As
gently as possible I told him that 1
feared his ambition could not be real-
ized, as the eminent amctress im question
is already married to Mr. Arthur Vouch-
gr, the equally emipent actor,

He took it, as the modern boy takes
thes¢ blows, without a word—without
the slightest change of expression. He
is always outwardly impassive, and gen-
erally has an air of self-restraint slight-
ly out of proportion to the occasion. He
went into the garden with a wooden
pistol.

Knowing it was loaded (with damy
““caps’’) 1 had no fears of & rash aet.
When he came into tea I said, ““What
have you been doing, Erie?”’

““Smail-shooting. There’s nothing like
sport to iiake you forget a woman.’’

After tea—1 noticed he took rather
more jam than usual, but it seemed to
have no effect on him—be leant back in
his chair, took out a packet of choes-
Iate cigarettes (best - pémny-in-the-slot
brand, Americans), and said:

- ““Well! All T can say is, I hope she's
bappy!"™’ ’

{ reassured him.

““Mind you, if she likes Voucher,
that’s, her business. lsn’t it?’’

“ Undoubtedly,”” 1 said, gravely.

“And, after all, what does it mat
ter? 1 don™t care. You women are all
alike!”” :

‘“Oh, doa't be cynical, Eric,”” T suid,
pained at his reckless tone. *‘‘Don’t-let
it make you hard on us, dear. Besides,
that's nonsessel  Women arem't all
alike. They’re all different.”’

‘““Ave they? Well, perhaps you know.
Yon seem to know & lot you
knowing she was . . . ¥

The ease of Eric may be an éxtrem
one. But it is not uncommon. Boys are
not what they were.

I sat through an emormously loag or-
chestral concert next to an Etom boy of
fourteen, who had offered to escort me.
He never ‘‘turned a hair™’ or ‘‘moved a
musele’’; he bardly changed his position
during two hours, except to pass the
programme. Yet his face oXpressed httle
Joy in the music, only ealm, polite, tol-
erant interest,

I wsaid;, ““Are you fond of music,
Clande?’”’

all right, teoo.”*
He did not kuow ome note from anm-
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her mother wants her to go in for these |

physical exercises—what are they called?

“1 know. Swedenborgian, you mean.

' | hate ‘em. Yen Well mind you".1

left Dolly perfectly free—I mean it was
fixed up that if she met a man she liked
better when she's out, she's to chuck

| mb—not but what 1 jolly well intemded

to punch his bead--but there it was
Well, say it's off with Dolly. How dees
that help? Abcut the other?’’

‘““Whe's the other girl?”’

“Not exactly a girl,*you know. But
—oh! the way she sings ‘Comin’! b
the Rye!’ Rippin's the only word for
n'’

‘““Savile! 1 bope she's not marrvied.’’

‘AWell, I liké ber all the same.”’

“Oh, Savile!"”

‘“Well, | do. It's only a sort of "'

““ Distant worship?'”

“That’s it,”’ said Savile, nodding.

‘1 suppose the Dolly affuir was only
A Loy-asd giri affection,”” I obwerved;
“hit this—th's is geing to last, eh?’’

‘“By Jove, you are clever!  You've
bit it in <nce, old girl!”’

“Well,”" I said, considering. ““You
can 't see much of her. |'don’t see what
you can do. 1 should leave it as it
'-.ll

He nodded. ;

‘“How long has this been going on.
How many concerts have you been to?’’
I asked,

““Only ome. A charity concert, in the
season. Lady May took me—don’t you
:Lw:r'hhrr! And that's where it hppen

“Then it 1"

“Yes. Adelina Patti.”’

“‘You're just like pupa, Savile! Papa
\tu”nmlly in ve with her at your

‘At my age!”" waid Savile, turning
away contemptucusly. ‘ ‘What did a man
Iilampp know of love at my age!’’

he went—I suppose—to break i
off with Delly. - g

-
HOSPITABLE.

‘“Oh, they are very kind-hearted
ple; ﬂeyvn«dtox«pmm’:;
dinner.’’—Fliegende Blatter.
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PUBLISHERS, ENGRAVERS, ETc.

GENERAL

JOB PRINTERS |«

~HEADQUARTERS FOR UNION  WORK..

S N

BLANK FORMS

CONSTITUTIONS

LETTER & NOTE HEADS
ENVELOPES
TICKETS
RECEIPTS, Etc.

HAND BILLS

-EVERYTHING IN PRINTING..

WINDOWS
v+ 4" POSTERS, Evc.
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'SHEPARD BROS & CO.

(FRED PERRY)

106-108 ADELAIDE ST. WEST




