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wage ; it was all but sppalling. Involus-
-g:v.m-ammk :
tion and. by » violent change g gt 3.
. ookl
* Youly  injured by.me, and ha
‘scquited he right to-insalt me,” " cried s |
Thehas I made nompys,

ing -the denunciation which - ‘in Ty
power to.make.” £hra

) 1%

“ And you expech ime to tell-——" she be-

that was feline. - Then she- glared ; then she |
looked about ber and approsched nearerto
wo by another stép. Pk
; ;1:: i,m kill you,”, ‘hor look 'l

® -the my-finger !
would-fall dead.”, mp made u-!:: |
no such language. She ‘was caught inthe |
tolls, and Tioess as she Wik, Yot |
forced to obey the will that ehsn

b Y“Y'-!;! Tadta ; w h |
thew. You want to know how I nisnaged |
to induce Miss' Mefridm ta Teavé the house
where my husband had her. It ism|
simple guestion. ‘Was Y not ber grand- i
father’s wife, and coutld I not be stpposed to
snow what his desives weré o g her?’

¢ And the second fact ?*

She looked at me darkly.

+You are véry curions,” said sbe.

“Tom” maidiL: @b e oo

Her baleful smile repeated itsell.

% You think thatby these confessionsI will
place mysalf in a pasition which will maka it
impossible for wie to' press my request. You
do not understand me, sir. Had I committed
ten times the evil I have done, that would
not ‘justify you in‘ivantonly destroying: the
happiness of the fpnocsae.” . .
+ 4¢f wikh to know the facts,” Taid, =

““She went with me to & respectable eat- |
ing-house,” Mrs. Pollard at once explained. '
¢ Leaving her to eat her lunch, I went toa
place near by, where the woman you saw, '
met me by appointment, and putting on the |
clothes I had worn, went back for the girl '
in my stead. As I had taken paing not to
raise my vell except just at the woment
when I wanted to convince her I was ber |
patursl guacdian, the woman bad only to
Boid her tangue to make the deception: suo- |
cessful.  That she did this is evident from |
the result. ’ Is there:anything mere : you |
would Jike to know 1" :

 Yes,” I replied, inwardly quaking before @
this revelation of an inconceivable winked. |
vess, yet steadily u-olvdo&to rol
vory dépths. ** What did you hiope o gain i
by this deliberate planof destruction? The |
gicl's death or simply her degradation " i

The passion in this woman's soul found its
vent at st . Rl

1 hioped to lose ber ; to’hilot her out of |
my path—and hers,” she more gently added, |
pointing with afinger that trembled with |
maore than one fierce emotion, st the daugh- |
ter for whom she bad sacrificed s0 much. '
«1 did not think the girl would die; Ism |
wo murderess whatever intimation you may
‘make to that effect, I am simply a mother.”

Amother ! Ohorrible! Ilooked at her
and recoiled. Thatsuzh a one as this shoyld ‘
have the right to lay claim ¥o so holya title |
and asperse it/thpalf s ! :

She viewed my emotion byt_made no sign |
of understanding it. Her words poured
forth s atream of burning liquid.

*4Do you realize -what this girl's living
meant? It meant recognition, and conse-
quently disgrace and & division of “our prop-.
erty, the loss of my daughter's dowry, and |
of all the hopes she had builton it.. Was'T, |

who had given to Samuel Pollard the very |
meang by which he biad made his wealih, to \
stand this! Not if, s hundred daughters of

* tonviots must perish.”

* And your gons "

 What of them _

« Had they no dlaim npon your considera-
tion. . When you plunged them. into this |
abyss of greed and deceit, did no phantom of ]
their lost manhood rise and -confront you
with an ynanswerable reproach

Bub she remained unmoved,

“ My sons are mem i they can take care of
themselves.”

“ But Dwight—~"

Her self-possession. s

«Hush!” she ,whispered with a quick
Jook around het: “¢ Do not mention him. 1
scnt him away an hour agobut he may have
cotne back. « T do-nat tromt him:® e

This lust claus® she uttered beneath her |
breath and with a spasmodic clutch of her |
hand which showed she spoke fnvoluntarily. |
[ was moved-at ‘this. Ibegan to hope that
Dwight atleast, was not all that his mother
would have him. : :

*t And yet I must speak of bim,” said I,
taking out the letter he had written to Miss
Merpiam. - “This letter addressed to one l
you have so sucoessfully destroyed seems w\

show that he returns your mistrust.”

She almost tore it out of my hands,

¢ \Vhen was this letter received ¥’ she |
asked, reading. it with burning eyes and |
writ ving Jips. :

+ The day after Miss Grace left her home.” |

« Then she Hever saw it1” \

4 No,” :

¢ Who has seen it?”

«Myself and you.”

“Nooneelse 1" "

¢ No onebut the writer.”: \

She langhed. |

“ive w‘ill destroy it;" she said 5 snd de- |
liberately toré i np. * T . i S

1 steoped and picked up the fragments.

“You forget said1,"*! this letter may be |
called for by the coroner. . It is known that
I took it id eharge.” S

“} -xl“ ‘s.c‘;e have bumt jt.” she
hisgeq. eyl AR g .

|

s Now I have merely o -gits 16 Up

leave it to Mr. Dwight Pollard to expla
He deibtless can.” & Byl Ldanihine
¢ My son will neyerbetray his nq;hgr-'f, -
“é Yet he conld Qﬂtﬂﬁnl letter.
Sho frowned.
“ Dwight has- his weakness;”-said she: |
“ It is a pity bis weakness did not htd\
him to send this letter & few hours sooner.
“That'is where his very. weakness fails.
He struggles because he kaows: his mother
portly, and fails becaunse h“ﬂw
&er wholly.” R st
o téad Garl?

.

b | hen, o do ot

| suppressthat

n‘

what means,

Ry hitter whep it comes, and the

bag-it, rhis it o9
i “will not be able 16 save you.”

| Babdt wae aaif 1 had potspoken., All she.

seemed to hear, all, at leagt, that she paid

the least attention to, was the promise I had

M‘N, 4 oy e g

"¥ou are deided, then, pon sesrecy ™
" ‘ b -

*u W ‘4 % ! r
-] am dpglded upon uy;:h“uthl”:m

will bring ,oﬂmm 2&0 >

You would have #hibught she had never suf-
“But/how will you accour for you¥ inter-
ost i you jop P {oh

pllard 1 g
e ‘are of her sfter M-
‘shall not say he called her his
{ anless J am, positively forced to
do so; rior will § mention ‘tredtment I
have recsived af.y¢ ‘P = !
“And'the woman yowssw?’ - -
s yaur bualhoss, 1. baye netblag to do
with her,” 2ty o BedR 0
The -shadow’ which ¢ill thia moment had

| rested ‘upon s ‘havghty brow;' cleared

away. With a guick'gesture, from which
she could not entirely exclude » beteayal, of
triumph, 'she dropped. the curtain across
that charming ploture of briddl felicity by
which she had ‘won 80 mueh, and Gwnin;
upon me with ' all the condescension of & cin-
queror, she exalaimeds - ¢ s

«T onoe did :you. an -injustice, Mr. Bar-
rows, and called you » paweé ‘that’ wWas but
little complimentary to your cloth. Allow

| me to make such smends asI can andcall

you what you most surely are—the most
generous and least vindictive men.” :
This was intolersble, I made haste to
leayé the room. = “ . ° :
“Mrs. Pollard,” said I, “no’amenities can
take place between us. From this hcur on

| we are strangers, till the time. comes when
i we shall &

. beforg tha judgment-seat
of God. Tn that day, neither you nor I.can
hold back orie fata of the trith, Think “of
this, ‘and 'repent ‘yout pars in this awful
tragedy of sin, if you can.” And I turped
away toward the door. :

Buék just as I wasaboutto open it, itewung
slowly aside, and in the frame-work ‘made
by thé lintels, I saw Guy Pollard standing

4 to the |'with a quies look of inquiry oti his face.

“Mother,” said he, in the calmest and
most courteons of tones;, ‘‘shall I let this
gentleman pass 7’

The reply ¢avie fn accents equally calm
and conrteous : ’

#'Certainly, my son.” b G B e |

And Gay Pollacd made me a despbow, and
drew softly aside from my path.

I hadrbeer within on inch of my death,
but it $earcely ruffled me. Gy

; ™ L legrs et T
CHANRR X VIL
vus s RERPABATION,
T hearta are weak, sonls should at loast be
-
1 will be brief, for my short date of breath
Is not g0 long sals. n tedious tele.—Romzo
A¥D JULIRT, ]
Let. me hasten to the. end.
When 1 told Mes., Pollaed that ¥ would
‘of the trutt which eon:
nected hér namie with this fatal affair, ) did

¥

| not of donrse mean- that T -would~-grasors

any falsghood -or: éven -prévarication; 1
merely relied upon the imprqb_abémy of ‘my
being queptioged ¢ldae enovugh fa.necessitate
my being obliged to revesl the astounding

facts which madefhis matéas. & Wg}iyt
one for ihe m&- ?ﬂ "ias Fiﬁ"ghb &1
my calpilafions. Neithier ‘decially, nor !
the formal inguiry: 0, th
any question ed of relationship between
the deag girh.and the Tamgilyiin S——3 and
this fact, taken with the .discreet explana-
tions socorded by Dwightt Pollard of his
father’s, and. aftecwards of his,own interest:

| in her, g8 shown in the lgtter which he hid

sent to her address, is the réason why thi:
affair passed without scandsl to the "partiet
concerned,

But not without result; for deep down iv
the heart of one person an influgnce was at
work, destined erg long to evantuate ih the
tragedy to-which: these linen are the clue.
Remorse déep a4 my nature and immovable
as my sin, has gotten hold upon me, and
nothing ‘short of death, and deuth in’ the
very shape from which 1 hed fled in such a]
cowardly manner, will ever satisfy miy son
or sllnyytbn burning ‘sébes of shame and
regret which makes me fear the eye of may
and quakest the theught ‘of sternal justice.

For i & final fnterview with Dwight Pol
lard I have becomie gonvinced shat, hewever
unprin: hia beother might be, it wa
with po insention'of carrying ont-liis threate
thet he'plunged me into the vat on that fatal
nignt ; thas, FCOGRIZIAG the Weakness i
me, he hag resorted to inéjmidatipn Lo ensure
his ends; snd :that all the cemsequences
which fellowed might Bave been ‘averted, .
1 had but remainsd true to my-trast:

Being a Christian minister, and beund by

‘| my oreed-and feish 4o pesist the devil and

face the wrath of men, my dereliction in this
regard scquires.an. importapee: not to be
measured by an ordinary standard of law or
soeislusage. “For, when ¥ failed to sup-
port my principles under trial, ' Christian
faith was betrayed and the avowed power
God putto mogkery and shame, I go, there-
foge, to the-desth 1 then shmaned; deliber-
ately, eonscientfonsly, determinedly. ~For

Net . 1 ihouli thah ‘bave Tadito ex- | the sake of God, for the sake of .honer, f0r | 4oy my soul to patience.

the sake of thosehigher principles which it

snd | should be the glory of men to sustain at all L1

risk and in every furnace: of . affliction,
1 lay down youth, love, and lif’, confident
“that if inso dolng I réb one sweat soul of ite
happiness, ] sow anew in otber Hearts the
seed of that stern belief in God and the
requirements of our faith, which my, coward-
ly agt must have gone so far to destroy.
May God acceptithe sacrifice in the_spirit
{n which Iperformit, and ip His ‘gracieus
meroy make light, mot the harrera of the pit
into which I #m sbout to dessend, but the
heart of' hiw ' who most - endure - them
Whether leng or short, they will be such as

| And shuddering fous;aad graem-ey jonl

TSR
D‘bv.b'-imf.% Ahy oasteey: . |
R Tl

g | wrang, @ach man mush

5| thing but desirable. But my errand being

Defdie. the Soroner, was

' CHAPTER XXVIIL

@ L Sewoomall i

How all’the other passions fleet to sir,

As clm:‘btluli thoughte! and rash embrac'd
espair,

4

Fim, showed' itselfin ,
spoke. S o
**You share iy own opinion of mygelf,”
said he, **You considerme the destroyer of
Mf. Bagrows.” 7!

I looked up. What

Ihed finishied i£4'vhe 1it " fing’ had bedn
read, and Lsatin's maw o aonRhinient
and awe. Whaviny ‘Shoughts were, wha
my. judgment upon:this: satounding act* of
welf-destruction Ionmem sekee, it will
ot interent yon toknow. < In & matter so
compliested with questiohé of right and
fgel for himself, and
out-of his own nature adjudge praise, or ex-

g I il 4 ¥l 0
“Mr.;Barrows does/not gecuse you,’! ssid
1. Then, determingd to be truthful o the
oare at all risks and et all hazards; I Wdded

‘tq bisme s T shall never. hide that faet from
o i a1 oni o sty

of your esteém if I

3

W“‘l’w" e

sstriess-yot; ‘continued; “I¢ 14

greater &

press censure ; I, Constance ‘Steriing, shal}
da peither;; I can only wonden and be still,
© ‘One goint; however, ‘in this lengthy con-
fession I will allude to, as it iavolyes a fact.
Mit; Barrows says that he ‘goes 10 his death,
the same death from which he fled
whn che yielded {0 th thivaths of Cuy
Pollard and gave up thewill, “He expected,
thersfore, to.ihd thd_vat, dry, sad. looked
forward to hours, if not days, of long-drawn
stiffering 1 aspot daveid of warmeh, light,
water, and food. His injunction to Ada in
that last letter of his—not to make any move
to find him: for' ten' dsys-favors his jlh.
and ptovés what his expectations wars. ™
But, by the merey of God, the vat had
been half filled with wafer in the:interim
which had elapsed between his first and last
visitto the milf; asd the prison thus be-
comitig & clstetn, e tust have come to his
end in a few moments after his fatal plunge.
Te was thie ona rélief whidhi & dontemplation
of this tregedy broughtto my ‘overwrought

mind.

But. with the next day. came ia- reaction ;
aad witl heart ull of refoleing, I prepared
to communicate o Dwight Pollard  the fact
of his release fropi'thi dorinion of Rhoda
Colwell. . Fat whether -this record of ‘the
past showed him to be a man worthy of

to ex-

the direct . ¢a of " David  Barrow’s

deathi, and I km her’ well enqugh, or
thought I'did, to féel _certdifi that no re-
venge. nuless the grentest, would ever datisfy |
her, and that i losing Her hold wpon his
Jile and Jove, she would make no’ attempt
that would merély ‘divkon his name before ‘
the world. It was therefore with a fearless
beatt I ponngd the followiyg lines., |
Miss COLWELL : g W ) Y
*“Your suspicions werennfounded, I have
Mr. Barrowsowss werds t0 the effect that
he meditated death by ingprisonmwent in’ the |
vat. I go to sequaint Dwight Pollard with |
the fact that any sccusatiop on -your part
mast £5i] before the misute and circumstan-
tial qonfession whigh ¥ir. Bargows’ has left
Sehingd him. AR !
. Bigning this letter, 1 despatebed it at onde |
to its destination s then $aking the impoit-
ant manuseript in my hand, I set out for the
Pollard manaion, ! bl
It was s day full of sunshive and prohise
As T sped thirough the streeta and spproashi-
ed that end of the town which hithérte it
had taken all my courage to face, I was &
tonished at the lightoess of My own heart
and the beneficent aspect which every
object abotit tie seaméd  to “have “nequised.
Even the place I'had come to visit looked
loas dreary than' usual; and 1 ‘found mysell
in the grounds and: half waywp:the stoop,
before I, realized the leash falling’of that

shadow which seemed iseparable from this
particular spot. And even now, it only
came with the thought of Guy, whose pos-
sible presepce at the door wolild bé any

out of pesce I was enabled to contemplate
this contingency with equanimity, and was
sbout to ring the bell with s trembling
but determined hand, when the door sud-
denly opened and Dwight Pollazd steod
before me, in 1

The look of surprise and delight which be
gave me brought the golor to my sheeks.

“Ab, what » plessure I he ‘murmured.
Then with a quicklook in my face, added
sarestly, *‘You bring good mewa.’!

The best,” 1 answered cheerily, and fol-
lowing him in, I took my stand once more
ip that dismial parlor whefe weeks ago I had
received my first intimation of the feeling
which his every Jook. and gestyre new con-
veyed,

# MMe Pollard,” ¥ 9w managed to ssy
with a certain dignity, ‘‘you see me here
because Proyidénce has lately put'into my
banda a document whioh completely’ exone-
rates  you from the charges which Rhoda
Colwall has threatened to make against you.
Read it, and when you understand the
tragedy we so much deplore, ;we will sec
how much or haw litfle csn'be dope with
the lives it has so deeply affected.” And
placing the thickly written sheets in his
hands I withdrew to the first window I saw

and mechdnically:theew aside the gurtains
G ARR W ¢ 5 { .

The sight that met my’ geze made me for ‘
an instant -forget the importance of what T |
had just done; ‘The window 1'had chosen 1
was the oné which looked into $he conserva-
tory, snd the picture’ which Mr. Barrows
describes as having seen from this spot was |
then ind there before' my ‘eyes. 'The trop.- |
cal grawth, the gergeous: blossopts, even b © |
beautiful woman and the sturdy map. Mr. ‘
and Mrs. Hazsington ‘wers lovers then, still. |
The mother’s death and thas of the devoted |
clergyman had not served to réveal the
secret which secured the happlaess of this
bright, attractive, if somewhat worldly pair. |
I own I was glad of this, little sa T felt my- |
self in sympathy with the radiant but
superficial Agnes.”~Youth, love, and joy
ars 80 precious that it lightens the beart to
behold |their sunshine ‘even on'the'faces of |
those who characters we do notsnvy.

Nevertheless, the thoughts suggested by
this unexpected scene did not long serve to
distract me from the more serious matter
in handi» Dropping the curtaing,’F cast'ene
look toward Mr. Pollard. He' was, sitting
with his’ face bent over the manuseript, s |
deep corrugation marked bis brow, and n!

gettled look of pain his mouth: I turned |
away again ; I could not bear that look ; all |
my atrength was needed for the effort which ‘
| it pright possibly be my duty to wake. I

| sat down in a remote corner and diligently |

It was well, for my’ suspense was long, so
ong that hope andscourage began to fail and
| am inward trembling to take the place of the
| joyous emotiops: with which I had placed
| thig confewion in his bapds. Nevertheless,
| 1t ‘came to an end at last, and, with an agi
| tation easy to capceive, J-heard him roll the
| manuseript up, rise, and approach to where
| 1 sat.’ Tdid not look up, I could not ; bt
| falt his gaze burning threnglt wy balf-elos-

od Jips, snd terrified test I shipitld reves my

weakness and hopes, 1 set my lips togethe:,
pud atilled the beatings of my hegrt, till |

Thust have Atruck his seuse with the chil

not pleasant for s man $0 spreadall of bis
own flesh and blood ; but after baving redd
words as condemnatory as these, it may be
pardgned me, perhups, if Lapeak as much o
the touth as is necesssry to. present myself
in a fair light to &lia,,,wqmm’up&b"whoié
good opinion rests sll my future happiness,
Constance, 1 love you——=—"

But at this word I had hurriedly risen.

«Oh 1" T-somewhat incolierently exelaim-
od ; “not heré!! nosuider your owi roof 1”

But at his look I had sank back.

«Yes,” he imperatively cried, ‘‘here and
now, I cdunob Walt anéther da¥; *anather
hour, . My Jova for you 18 fo0 gm, tag ah
jorbing, for any paltry consi erations to
Interpose themselves ypon my atteption now,

I must tell yon.whak. you are to me, and I

ask you, agyou are & just and honest wo-
man; to listen ‘while 1 lay bare to you' my-
life—the 1ite I long to conecrate to your
happiness, Constance,”’ ;

T looked up.

“*Thank:you,” he murmured ; but whether
in return for my look or the smile which his
look involanitarily called up, I cannot say,
for he went on instanbly in continuation of
hia former train of thoaght, ‘‘Constance,
you have read thik confession from Mr. Bur-
rows which you have just placed in my
hands " ;

#Yen,” I nodded gravely” - :
#'You can, then, understand whata dil- nma
g6 'wefe in’some three mcuths sgo, My
slster had - attracted the attention of e
Englisn ssistocsat. | He Joved herand wish-

(od $o marry: her; - We admired him—or

vather we adiiired his position (I would be
bitterly true ub this hour) and wished to see
¢ sh affected..  But there was & secret
{nour family, which if known, would make
such & wmerriage impossible. A crime per:
pettated before'my birth bud attached ‘dis-
grace to our name and race, and Mr. Har-
ringtou is s man to fly disgrace quicker than
ho-would death, Mise Sterling, it would
be useleas for me o try to make myself out
better than1am. When X heard that my
father, whom I amjust beginning to revere

"but of whom in $hose ‘déiysT bad rather a

careless opinion, was detérmined to acknow-
ledge his convict'son thediigh the daughter
which had:been. sent ovef” herey, 1 revalted.
Not ¢hdt ¥ 'begrudged this yousg il ‘the
tnoney he wished to leave ber, —though from

! » sumewhat morbid ides of reparation which |

my father possessed, he desived to give her
sn amount shat wonld materially affect our
fortunes—but that I loyed my sister, and
sbove sll loved the proud and isolated posi-
liont we had obtained m¥dciety, and could
1ot ondave the resulth which the revelation
shsuch o stainin our faniily must produce,
Not my mother, whose whole life since her
toarriage had been’one hanghty' protest

| agninat this secret shame, vor Guy with all

his eynigism and pride, felt stronger on this
point-than L To ‘my..warped judgment
any action within  the bounds of reason
scomed justifiable that would prevent my
dying father from bringing this disgrace
tpon his children ; and baing ageustomed to
defer to my mother's judgments and desives
—she was not anly a powerful woman, Con-
stance, but possessed of a strange fascination
fur those she loved and gonght to govetn—I
lent myself sufficiently to her schemes to
stand neutral in the struggle between my
father's wishea and her determination,
though that father would offen tpra upon
wie “with 8 gage of ¢ntreaty ‘that went o
my heart. | That he had taken advantage of
his last journey to Boston to have s mew
will arawn, ahil “tHat’ nis only qesire now
was for &n opportunity to get this sapie
safely transferred into the hands of his law-
yer, I neyer suspected auy more than did
tmy mother or ‘Lrother, “We' thought that
as far as the past was concerned we were
gécure, and that if we could prevent un in-
tdrview between Nim and :Mr. NiohoMs, the
future would likewise be safe from discovery
of our searet, It wes therefore a terrible
shock to my mother and afterwards to me
when we learned that he had already accom-
plished -the act we S0 much- dreaded and
that the clergyman we had called in ab my
father’s urgent vequest, had been entrusted

| with the paper that was to proclaim, our

shame to the world. But the disappoint-
ment, great as it was, had little time to
exert its foroe op me, for with my brother’s
recital of 'what had taken place” at my
father's_death-bed there came a pew dread
which I find it difficult to name bup which
you will understand when I say that it led
meto give Mr. Barrows the warning ‘of
which he has spoken. My brother—I tans
aot gpesk of him with calmness—is & map to
be feared, .Miss Sterling. = Not that I
would not be a mateh for him in all matters
of open enmity ; but in ways of secrecy and
deep desling, he s waster,” and all the
mare to be dreaded that he make it impos-
sible. for one to understand him or measure
the-depths of turpitude.to which he would
descend. When, therefore heard him say
he would haye shat will back before it could
pass into the hauds of Mr. Nicholls, I
trembled ; and ss the might passed and
morning came without showing any diminiu.
tion in the set-determination of his expres:
sion, T degided npon visiting Mr. Barrows,
in'the hope of influencing him t6 return’ the
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