A Successful Expenment in Strawberry. Growing Near Duncans.

Writton for the Sunday Colonist by H F. Pullen.

One of the best of the American farm
journals recently said: “Farming is a
profession requiring more shrewdness
than law, more technical training than-

.medicine, more uprightness than theol~

ogy; it is its own reward. God made
the f:xrmer:. the other professions are
parasites,” This quotation is only one

. finger pointing to the fact that the farm-
“ers of that country as well ag this are

beginning to realize that in order to
farm successfully they must know their
business and study it quite as thoroughly

-as does the lawyer or the doctor. The

farmer should not only follow a certain
course: of aetion, but he should know
just why he does in order that he may

‘vary his course to suit changing con-
.dmons

It is a criminal act for a phy-
sician to preseribe a negligently wrong

1medx<me or course of diet, and it is at

anyrate very fooligh for a farmer to
take a false step through 1gnomnee.

On Vancouver island it is a surprising
fact that one cannot find a. seore of fruit
growers who wunderstand their business

.and who apply the knowledge in a prac-

_tical way. The fact that a man hgs an

;orchald or that he grows pretty -good

apples does not make him a successful
fruit farmer. He may even take prizes
at the local show and yet know little
about his business. One of the first
qualifications for the person about to
enter the business is that he have a
natural adaptability for hortieunlture or
at anyrate that he shall be willing to
rive his whele-thought to it until all the
detajls are mastered,

In my wanderings through the Cow-
jichan valley’ I have not yet found one
person who evidenced more than a pass-
ing interest in his orchard, and the con-
dition of every orchard I saw Justlﬁes
the statement that the orchdrd is not
considered of great value except for
the purpose of providing fruit for home
use. An-attempt has, however, heea
made to grow strawberries, and it is of
this effort I wish to deal particularly
right here.

At Sahotlam, some four or five miles
from Dunean ‘and a mile north of the
Cowichan river, is a pretty little valley,
at one end of which is a farm of one
hundred 'and, twenty acres, mostly
cleared belonging to Mrs. Robinson.
Here this good lady, aided by her chil-
dren. milks about half a score of cows

and keeps forty stock ewes, besides the
usuyal minor details of mixed farming as
eonducted in that part of the world.
There is, however, a hillside with a
sonthwestern slope that is particularly
well adapted to the growing of fruit
and berries.  Near where the house orig-
inally stood is an old and sadly negiéet-
ed orchard which produces fine apples,
and among the trees is.an enormous
cherry- tree; supposed to be the largest
on the island. Farther along a patch of
‘between four and five acres of straw-
berries may be noticed.

Previous to the time of his death two
years ago the late Mr. Robinson took
a very great interest .in the growing of
strawberries, making it his particular
hobby. At the time-of his death he had
about eight acres in crop, and his in-
tention was to largely increase the area.
Already he had installed a preserving
plant to take care of the fruit during
wet weather, and his brand of jam was
making a name for itself throughout the
surrounding eountry. TUnbappily, - how-
ever, his useful eareer was ecut . short,
and his demise ended the dream of a
large berry farm and jam factory. Mrg,
Robinson found that expert knowledge
was needed to carry on the business, so
the easier plan was adoptéd of turning
her- attention more to the other depart-
ments of her large and fertile farm. The
berry patch has thus been reduced to
less than five acres, with the pm&pect
of even a further reduction,

The fact that the strawberry growing
was succeksful during Mzr. Robinson’s
life shows that the conditions are suit-
able, and that when properly looked
after the business can be made a divi-
dend-payer.

Some of the berries are preserved at
the time of picking, but the major por-
tion are made into a pulp, from which
jam is manufactured during the winter
months. The chief advantage of this
method of keeping is that the outlay for
sugar does not come all at once, the jam
being made as it is needed. In order
to pulp the berrleﬁs they.are just brought
to the boil im the preserving kettle,
guickly transferred to a clean barrel
through the vent hele and‘dorked down
until needed. Pulp thus barreled keeps
well if care is exercised to make sure
that the barrel is perfectly air-tight.

> a

The best jam is, however, made at the
time the fruit is picked.

No difficulty is ever experienced. in
procuring pickers, for the Indians are
always- fond of light work where the
women and children can earn pretty
good wages. As with the hop-picking,
they look forward to the berry-pxckmg
every year, and would feel it a loss if the
business should be given up.

The mistake made in conducting this
experiment seems to be that but the one
kind of fruit is grown for the market.
In order to be successful a rotation of
fruits is mecessary, so that when the
strawberries are a small crop, as they
weFe last vear, the other fruits may
make the necessary profits. = Suppose
that instead of plnnting eight acres of
strawberries the land were }aid out in
acre plots planted one each to rasp-
berries, loganberries,. cherries, plums,
prunes, apples, pears and strawberries,
the failure of one erop would make lit-
tle difference to the average for the sea-
son, Usually if the conditions are .un-
favorable to one fruit they are excep-
tionally favorable to some other.

A mistake made by the farmers of the
distriet. generally - is that of growing
winter npplm instead of the early va-
rieties. 'Of course as long as the aim
is simply to raise fruit for home con-
sumption the trees will be planted to
suit the palates of the growers, but
when_fruit growing becomes a profes-
sion on .which the operator depends for
a living, as will eventually be the case,
such varieties must be planted as will
crop well and sell well, the latter point
being even more unpoxtant than the
former.

\Vhen the Dominion government sees
fit, in its wisdom, to estabish the prom-
ised expecrimental station on this island
more practical knowledge will he ob-
tainable as to the capabilities of the
different kinds of soil ‘and the best va-
rieties to plant in each. In the mean-
time the bureau of information estab#
lished by the provincial government is in
charge ‘of the largest ‘fruit grower on
the island and one of the most success-
ful, Mr. Palmer is always ready to ad-
vise, and’ a yisit to his orchard a few
miles from Victoria is one of the best
object lessons a beginner could possibly

have.

A Captam of lndustry

Sketch of the Career of the the E. B. Eddy, Canadian
‘Manufacturer. Victim of 27 Fm But Over-
came all Olntocles to Sumu.

Thc tollmvinx .in a - sketch of the
career of the late E. B,.Hddy, manufac-
turer, Hull; Que:, whose death recently
was chronicled in ‘The:Colonist: . .

The late Ezra Butler Eddy was born
on his fathér's farm, Bristol, Vermont,
August 22nd, 1827, being a son of the
late .Samuel Eddy ‘whose ancestors
came originally from Scotland and who,
by- his wife, Clarissa Eastman, was ay
direct ' descendant of Miles Standish,
The deceased was ‘educated at the dis-
trict school and entered upon his busi-
ness career in New York city. Remov-
ing.to Burlington, Vermont, he embark-
ed in the manufacture of - friction
matches in 1851, Three years later he
came to Hull, which then had a popu-~
lation of about 200 people; and after
making matches by-hand for a while,
established a- small factory on the site
of the present paper mills. Gradually the
industry grew under his genius until it
was the largest of its kind in the Brit-
ish provinces.

Extended Rapidly.

In 1856 Mr. Eddy added to his busi-
ness the. manufacture of wooden and
fibre ware, renting a-small mill beside
his match factory for the purpose, and
employing “about one hundred hands.
His name soon became as famous for
the excellence of its wares as it had in
connection with *the  manufacture of
matches. Eght years after his settling
in Hull, Mr. Eddy. branched into lum-
bering, and in this, as in everything
else that he undertook, became a lead-
er in the trade. ‘The mill gradually
increased its cut -until the output
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reached elghty-ﬂve million feet an-
nually. The concern was made a joint
stock- company. in 1886, at which time
Mr. Eddy, as: president and
director, amsociated-with him puch able
men as Mr. W, H. Rowley as seeretary-
treasurer; Mr. G. H. Millen, general
mechanical superintendent; Mr. 8, 8.
Cushman, vice-president, and Mr. J. J.
Gormully. K. C., solicitor.. The manu-

away for days at a time and coming
back with orders totalling fifteen or
sixteeni carloads. He thad often tra-
veled Canada from end to énd, ‘'and
wag accustomed annually to make a
trip. of inspection which extended
from Halifax to Winnipeg. Between
times he would extend his journeys to
the codast. He had a.great talent for
organization, was a man of hig word,
and never bore maljce.
British to the Cors.

His motto was ' *Canada for the
Canadians,” Although- born in the
United States, he was a great Brit-
isher. On one occasion the secretary-
treasurer, Mr. Rowley, drew  atten-
tion to a fine paintm‘ of “a lion of
which- he asked Mr “necept‘
ance, [ The old lion, e he, %ﬂ
“Well, he -can’t ‘be any more" ritish
than I am.” In pursuance of what
he called his Canadian policy he was
a vigorous and constdant advocate of
an export duty upon pulp,

facture of sulphite pulp was commenc-
ed in 1889 'in the eastern section of;
Hull and it was the only part of the|
company’s works left untouched by the
disastrous fire of April 22, 1900. $n
1892 the company gave up the sa
milling part of its business for the!
manufacture of paper, and it only went |
to show the genius of the man who
could at one stroke accomplish such a |
change without throwlng a man out of
employment.
Employed 2,000 People.-

The combined establishment is one
of the largest and most prosperous-in
the world, employing as it does about |
2,000  persons drawing annually close
on $450,000 in wages. It “comprises
27 mills and has 14 branchee in other
cities. The output of the paper mill
is about one hundred tons a day or!'
30,000 tons a year and at the time of
the last fire so dependent on the E.
B, Eddy company were the newspapers
for their supply of the paper  that a
nymber of praprietors were obliged to
limit their editions or reduce the size.
The capacity of the match facfory is
over fifty million matches a day, while
the daily output of indurated fibre
ware goes into the thousands, ’

- Had Many Fires.

Mr, Eddy’s career has not been one
of uninterrupted prosperity. Since
1854 his establishment has been burned
or scorched twenty-seven of twenty-
eight times.

othing could daunt Mr. Eddy's
wagnificent optimism, his matchless
courage, his never-faling patience, his
bulldeg tenacity. As fast as he elected
factories, fires swept them away, but
he persevered in spite of fate until the
great fire of 1900 consumed all hig in-
dustries and only heaps of stones and
twisted iron marked their site. Then
it really seemed as though the last
crushlng calamity bad overtaken Mr.
Eddy. If the blow staggered him he
did not show it. In the old Trust build-
ing on Sparks street, a notable confer-
ence took place, at which Mr. Hddy,
Mr. Millen, the general superintendent;
Mr. Rowley, the secretary-treasurer,
and Mr. Gormally, the sollcitor, were
present. Mr. Eddy had before him a
sheet of rough paper, and on this he
rapidly sketched the outlines of new
buildings. “Millen,” he saild, “I want
ipills here and you will have to rebuild.
Rowley I will tell you how much money
we want, and you will have to raise it.

Almost all his life Mr. Eddy enjoy-
ed robust health. He was very ab-
stemious;, and every morning  took  a
fourteen-mile ride on .-one  of his
hunters. He had a fine stable and
guarded it with ‘greatest care. On one
occasion he drove with Mr. Rowley for
thirteen and @ half days, covering.in
that time over a thousand miles. The
horses were only changed once, and the
original pair were brought back in the
pink of condition.

He was honored by his fellow citizens
by being returned-as member for Ot-
tawa county in 1871, but was defeated
in 1875 by Dr. Duhamel. He was also
mayor of Hull on several occasins, and
meany important civic projects were
carried out during his regime. §

Mr, Eddy was a Congervative in
politics and a Presbyterian in religion,
and ‘high up in the Masonic order; Eddy
lodge in Hull being named after him.

He married, December 1st, 1846, Zaida
Diana, daughter of Mr, 'W. F, Arnold.
She died in September, 1893, and in the
following year he married Jennie G. H.
Sheriff, daughter of the late  John
Sheriff, of Chatham, N. B., who sur-
vives him, as does one daughter, Mrs,
Bessey, by his first wife,

Was Generous.

Mr. Eddy was generous and pub'llc-
spirited to a degree. On two or three
occasions when the inhabitants of Hull
had their homes destroyed in the con-
flagratons. so frequent there, he gave
free the lumber with  which to rebuiild
them. All the stone for the front of
the old Catholic church, a massive
structure, was also provided  without
charge by him. His employees receiv-
ed numerous little kindnesses at  his
hands, and at Chnstmas and other fes-
tive seasons many a turkey through
his. generosity has found its way to
their homes. Only a few weeks ago a
young man, a comparative stranger,
wrote him for a sum of money to en-
@ble him to go to Queen’s University,
and Mr, Eddy gave freely, taking’ his

}rd for the repayment.

It was mainly threugh his tireless
energy in soliciting subscriptions that,
while president of the board of the
Protestant General Hospital, the sum
necessary for the erection of the new
wing was raised,

Sang froid 'and imperturbability were
characteristic of him, and in this con-
nection the following story is related:
He was in Boston at the time of one of
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road business. M, Eddy did not more
greatly admire my efforts in that di- |
rection than I did his success in the !
manufacture  of ‘paper. 1 am ,afraid |
Mr. Eddy got his death-blow in 1900, s
when. his vast works were swept away |
in the great fire. ‘His indornitable will |
forced him to rebuild those works, ‘buti
I shall always think the disastrous fire |
was responsible for the weakened state |
of health subsequently. His death is
gn irreparable lossy™mot only. to Hull,
but to the whole of Canada, and his/
works will long endare” after him.” |

To Continue the Works. f

It is understood that all. provision

has been made for the continuance of |
the E. B. Eddy Company’s works. The |
management is a close corposation, and |
are not prepared to afford information
with respect to the sums invested in |
the business. It is estimated, however, |
that - the industries as they stand to-
day are worth over: $4,000,000.

FIGHTING BUGS-WITH BUGS.

Montreal Gazette,

In the current issuecsof the Century
Magazine there appears a very inter-
esting article by Mr.-W. 8. Harwood
on “Saving California Fruit .Crops.”
The fruit growing industry of that
state has for years  been fighting
various forms of imsect .life injurious
to fruit cultivation, and ~those. con-|.
cerned ‘are now convinced that they
have finally demonstrated the unly ef-
fective manner in which this may be
done. The methods in iuse elsewhere
have practically been described.
Sprays, washes, dips and fumigations
are cumbersome; they 'are costly in
material, equipment and labor, and are
often ineffectual; Dgatructlon of the
infected tree or shrub has not proven
efficacious, because- it has only drawn
the-pest to some other form ot plant
life.  California ‘believes that it has
found a better way-—the provision of
the inevitable ba'lance of ‘nature,
Evety pest has its ‘natura] foe.. When

a pest obtains the ascendancy and be-
gins to be a deatmer it .means that
the balance of .nature has.;been dis-
turbed ‘and that tHé ¥oe’ of the pest 13|’
required to re-establish it. Somewhére
on the face of the globe that foe ex-
ists, and the workmnderaker. by “the
California- Horticult##al ‘commission=is
the seeking out, propagation ahd- dis-
tribution of the _of, these 'pests.
which are injuring of threaten to in-
jure the. fruit orchards of the great
fruit-growing statess:The: ‘work began
a number of years ago, when the cat-
ling cushion-scale, & tiny insect multi-
plying  with rematkible rapidity, was
doing- great damage. to the orange or-
¢hards. It had come from .Australia.
There it occurred to some one to look
for the remedy. It was found—a var-
riety of ladybird, a brilliant red. insect,
perhaps an eighth of ‘an inch in width,
It was imported and given a chance.
California' had discovered that the
proper way of fighting bugs is with
bugs: The - orchards were saved.
After the. catling cushion scale came
another pest—the black scale. The
black scale exists in, €ape Colony and
a_search there revealed its enemv, a
black four-winged fly. . Seven of these
flies were imported and last year did
great work in the localities in which
they were: lntroducéd A third pest
peculiar o orange" trees is now to be
fought with a paragite obtained from |
China through the efforts of Mr.
George Compere, an Australian expert
in insect life and.the means of com-
batting it. Then tHére is the coddling |
moth, which has done millions of'
damage to apple orgchards all over this
continént. They have the coddling
math in Spain, bug 4t §s not a pest,
because there there: éxists a little fly,
the sole aim of whose life it is 1o kill
the worm to wmeb ‘the - eggs of the
coddling moth glvg"tblr'th It is’equip-
ped with a curious stiletto-like’ sting,
about as long as itself, which it pro-
Jects from a sheath and then, by bring-
ing the full foree of:its body into play,
can drive down inte the bark of a tree
where the worm is found, killing it
much in the same ' way as a wood-
pecker performs \lt! grubbing  feat.
Today this fly is. eneasad in keeping’
the coddling moth down. in California.
Another old friend, the San Jose scale,
has algo been controlled by an insect
foe.  This fom came upon the scene
of his own accord.’ ‘It was noticed in
several districts of .California in which
the San Jose scale had done a great
deal of damage, that it was disappear-
ing and from no apparent c¢ause. In-
vestigation showed that there was a
cause; and this was the appearance of
a native insect which had developed a
great appetite for the scale and which
was in conseguence, multiplying with
unusual rapidity. Finally there is the
gypsy~-moth, the latest shade tree
scourge.. The gypsy#®moth is found all
over Europe, but nowhere does it st-
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