| *,Bill Nye, and Now
'Handles Carnival Shows

Ed. R. Salter, Publicity ‘Direc-
tor of Fair Midway, Tells
Good Stories. _'

The Createst Stock Company
in America Played For $30

penned by an

u:xperionee szth

famous figures of the stage and cir-
jcus ie hardly equalled by’euny other

'&"ard R. Salter, publicity man-

ger for the Johnny J. Jones shows,
now doing business on the Western
Fair Midway, will be the author. In
London, Mr. Saiter is well-known,
as he i3 well-known in every eity
of any size on the continent. For
he is the man who started_many of
the big stars of Broadway on the
road to eminence and fortune.

In the course of Mr, Salter's varied
fcareer there has been no department
of the theatre, circus, side show or
lecture business with which he has
not come in intimate contact. He
is the man who first ‘started Bl
Nye and James Whitcomb Riley on
he lecture platform. Mary Pickford,

eorge Cohan, Henry Woodruff, May
Irwin, and numerous other noted
stars whose names glittered on
Broadway, New York, and the Strand,
London, in letters six feet high, owe
much of their success to Edward
Salter, 9

Salter was the man who directed
“Prince of Tonight,” one of the big-
gest hits in the musical comedy fleld.
He lived with George Cohan and
Ren -Shields in the old Metropolitan’
Hotel, New York, when they com-
posed “In the Good Old Summer
Time,” the greatest popular song suc-
cess of history. As manager of “The
Little Outeast,” he actually “fired”
Mary Pickford, who was taking the
juvenile part.

Started in Detroit,

At the age of twelve, Salter start-
ed life as a showman in Detroit,
where he was born. His first job
was selling programs and carrying
water. As time went on he graduated
to ticket seller, treasurer, assistant
pnanager, manager, and, finally, direc-
tor of many outdoor attractions
when the moving pictures struck the
popular fancy and dealt a blow to
the legitimate show business from
'which it will never recover.

From manager of White's Grand

heatre, Detroit, naw the New De-
troit, Mr. Salter went to Saginaw,
[Bay City, Grand Rapids, New York
jand other American cities. He be-
ame manager for May Irwin, a great
actress of the past, Kelcey and
Shannon, Maclyn Arbuckle, Stuart
Robson and latterly played at the

ijou Theatre, New York. He pro-
luced “Stubborn Cinderella,” “Honey-
pnoon Trail,” ‘““The Flirting Princess,”
“What Happened to Jonos,” “Why
Smith Left Home” and “Bought and
Paid For.”

Salter it was who originated
Swedish comedy in the form of Ole
Oleson impersopations, Years ago
Gerry Cohan, father of the Cohan
family of theatrical * fame, oﬂer‘ed
Salter the services of himself, sons
and daughters for flve years at $80
a4 week. Salter could not afford to
pay such a “huge” sum at the time.
Now the Cohan family is making ap-
proximately $800,000 a year, George
Cohan, the great Broadway favorite,
has amassed millions.

Managed Bill Nye.

The most enjoyable period of Mr.
Salter's career was when he man-
aged Bill Nye, the famous humorist,
and James Whitcombe Riley,” the
Hoosier poet, who made a fortune
on a lecture tour of the United
States and England. Riley and Nye,
through their readings and addresses,
entrenched themselves in the hearts
of all their audiences and their
names are now regarded with the
same lustre as that attached to Mark
Twain, Ralph Waldo Emerson and
even Longfellow. Mr. Salter likes
to talk of his experiences with these
bopular literary lights.

“Nye and Riley were two of the
most lovable chaps I ever managed,”
he said. “They were both compara-
tively old men, mellowed by age and
knocks received in the school of ex-
perience. Mentally they were the
most active pair I ever knew, They
held their audiences in rhapsodies of
laughter. Whenever Nye appeared
on the stage with his aphorisms, epi-
grams, jokes and good common
sense, the crowds warbled with de-
light. Riley, too, was a universal
favorite.” -

Twenty-five years ago, after the
Broadway season, Mr, Salter took
two dozen or more New York stars
to the Maritime Provinces to play
stock. This was, without doubt, the
greatest stock company America has
ever seen, for it included William S.
Hart, the Barnum brothers, Ed. Her-
ron, Willle Collier, Lottie Williams,
May Irwin and many other stage
celebrities. All these actors and
actresses were attracted by Sal-
ter’'s proposal to play stock in
the Maritimes by the gplendid fishing
to be found on the Atlantic coast and
inland lakes and rivers. Each mem-
ber of the great company, from s e
hand to prima donnma, received $30
a week. It was the first and only
theatrical organization ever con-
ducted on an “equal wage” basis.

With Famous Stars.

In Mr. Salter’s opinion, the greatest
black-faced comedlan that ever lived
Wwas George (Honeyboy) Evans.
Evans was a versatile clown behind
the footlights, and an extraordinary
man off the stage, as well. He com-
posed some of the most popular hits
of fifteen years ago,

Lillian Russell, De Wolf Hopper,
Maudé Adams, Cyril Maude, Al Jol-
son, Elsie Janis, Theodore Babeock
and Madame M .
mates of Salter. He used to pay
'Theodore Babcock $12.50 a week,
with board, for playing juvenile parts
in a repertoire show. Later, he hired
the same man for $200 a week
“What Happened to Jones?"
fock has in recent years made as high
as $1,000 a week. Bddie Foy and
farie Dressler were also managed
by Mr. Salter. MclIntyre and Heath,
the greatest vaudeville pair that ever
jraced a theatre, got their start under

S supervision.

Mr. Salter never went to school a
single day in his lifé. In spite of

k of training, however, he has

i education of which any master
of 'arts might be proud. :

The late Alf. Holman, Alf. Bryan,

oted song-writer; Charles Shaw,
managing a theatre in New
0 ns, were all London boys.
new them personally, and can recall
ights in this city when the four of
*m got together after the show
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ED. R. SALTER.

and swapped reminiscences. He was
also a boon cdmpanion of A. J. Small,
the missing Toronto theatre million-
aire, .with whom he had dinner two
weeks: ore Small's mysterious dis-
appearance. Mr. Salter has his own
theory regarding Mr. Small’s all
death. The latter had more enemies,
Salter awerred, than any show mag-
nate he knew.

DeWolfe Hopper An 1dol.

De Wolfe Hopper, Mr. Salter says,
was probably the most entertaining
stage idol in America. Hopper was
always filled with kindness and hu-
manity toward his fellowmen, and his
humor was as keen off the stage as
on. Lawrence D'Orsay, Salter de-

clared, was about the worst actor in
the world. But his inimitable English

accent carried him into the crowd's |

affection.

“D’'Orsay should have been a rich
English earl. He was the most like-
able clubman we ever met, and it
seems a shame that he was not born
a count or an earl, for he had the
perfect precise manner of old-fash-
ioned nobility.”

Lillian Russell’'s charitable inclin-
ations made her one of the most
loved women on the stage, Salter
sald. He points to her as a shining
star in the firmament of ‘theatre
lights,

“Is the so-called temperament of
great stars real or is it affected?”
He was asked.

“My experience proves that tem-
perament is all affectation,” the gen-
ial publicity manager of Johnny J.
Jones replied.
cure for temperament. Once, when
May Irwin became erratic and re-
fused to play ten minutes’ before
the performance was, scheduled to
commence, I decided I'd have to em-
ploy harsh meth So I told her
she could do as she liked, and
promptly put a substitute in her
place. Audiences are always very
tolerant of substitutes, and the show
went over with a success that was
sensational. After that Miss Irwin
never let her streak of temperament
show itself. She was cured.

Objected to Candles.

“Another time Henry Woodruff
wouldn't play, because the theatre
was illumined by candle light. He
said his reputation was too great
to consider acting under poor lights.
Well, the show had to be put on, so
I substituted a young chorus man
to fill Woodruff’s place.s This chap

did 'extraordinarily well and the
audience went mad over him. Wood-
ruff read about it in the papers the
next day and from that time on his
temperament was'a minus quantity.”

Mr. Salter attributes 60 per cent
of thé syccess enjoyed by modern
stars to pure, unvarnished luck. Rich-
ard Mansfield, he said, would still be
a plodding actor, unknown to the
public, were it not for the fact that
the leading man of his show took
suddenly ill years ago, and Mans-
fleld was given his chance. From
that day Mansfleld had been in de-
mand everywhere

Salter knew Liouglas Fairbanks
when the latter played heroic roles
on the legitimate stage. They usually
assigned him the task of impersonat-
ing newspapermen of the commonly
accepted type. Later Fairbanks mar-
ried the daughter of Sully, the cot-
ton king, and Sully spent a fortune
trying to star his son-in-law, with-
out success. When the movies camsz,
however, Fairbanks seemed to fit
right in, and his salary jumped from
$30 a week to $3,000 a2 week inside

of a year.
Song Writers.

Mr. Salter knows Irving Herlin, the
song-writer, and was an assoclate of
Daniel Frohman, Fox and Gil
Sullivan. He and the late John Bunay
were great friends. Bunny was a
failure on the stage, but his suceess
in moving pictures was instantane-
ous, especially when his wife, Flora
Finch, was given a star part. Bunny
died under« management of Salter,
when they were touring the country
in vaudeville.

‘The greatest “Tom” show of ten
years ago was organized by Edward
Salter. It was called the Salter-
Martin Company, and came to Lon-
don twice, showing “Uncle Tom's
Cabin.”

The outdoor show is now Mr. Sail-
ter's specialty and he has many in-
teresting stories to relate regarding
the habits of freaks and animals.

The majority of circus freaks, he
says, are procured inside America.
One of the show officials will hear-of
a freak living in some part of the
country, and an investigation will be
made. If the oddity is found to be
freakish enough to warrant exhibi-
tion he is offered a contract and, if
he accepts, is taken with the show.
Ho-jo. the African pigmy, ‘who re-
sembles a gorilla more than any other

human being, was procured | Bar-.

num twenty years ago on the west
coast of Africa, where the legendary
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Shannon, M
Opera Company,

Boy Evans; Mrs. Fiske, Kelcey and
-4 olhens and Bulger, Rob-
son and Crane, John Dillon, Calhoun

* -Gentlemen Adventurers

Associated Press Despatch.

., Los Angeles, Sept. 13.~Double
misfortune has befallen a group of
39 British gentlemen adventurers,
who arrived at Los Angeles harbor
recently on a pathfinding voyage in
the interest of an airplane flight
around the world planned for ‘next
year by Captdins Norman McMillan
and G. H. Malines of the Royal Afr

The first came yesterday
when federal officers searched thelr

nounced they had found aboard 65
gallons of whiskey, and promptly at-
tached the liguor and the boat.
-+ The second misfortune camie when
a ty United States marshal
notice on the commander of
the Frontiersman, Capt. Spalding,
that the vessel was attached in behalf
of the Los Angeles Shpibuilding and
Drydock Company for a claim of $250
said to be due for repairs. The crew
of the Frontiersman is composed en-

tirely of members of the Adventurers

vessel, the Frontiersman, and an-

“But I always had a|
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EXPECT GREAT THINGS
in the NEW CADILLAC

Even the superb qu,aﬂt;wliicﬂ ;Uu havelong
associated with the name Cadillac is no ade-
quate measure of the merits of the New V-63.

The simple truth is that Cadillac has ad-
vanced its own standards and achieved,
~ in this cax, heights of quality which are

attention Is ' larly, to
ourdm’e dh:wed.partku]arly

The New Cadillac V-Type 90°
. 8-cylinder engine — harmonized nd

balanced by entirely new principles of de-

sign to a degree of smoothness unapproached

in automotive manufacture.

" New Body Styles—destined by their
graceful, symmetrical design, distinctive

finish and eiquisite appointments, to be the

0

center of admiration in any company.

Cadillac 4 Wheel Brake
factor developed with the care

ness characteristic

Ce.

It is entirely logical that Cadillac, pioneér-
leader of eight-cylinder manufacture in
America, should now raise multi-cylinder
practice to an even higher pitch of excellence.

This is exactly what has happened in
the New V-63, and Cadillac urges you
to approach this fine car with

expectations.
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CA’DIL“L’AC MOTOR CAR CO, OF COANADA, LIMITED.
‘ Subsidiary of Gemeral Motors of Canada, Limited . ,

OSHAWA, ONTARIO, .

Y- 2¥YP?PF% BiGnmT

CAD

STANDARD

Beemer

CYLINDER 'ENGINE

& Co., Limited
CADILLAC DEALERS
12/-133 QUEEN'S AVENUE, LONDON.

o S

PHONE 5670.

s—a safety
and thorough-
of Cadillac engineering.

New delights await you also in enhanced
, ease of control, riding rest-

d bili
hﬁg and, indeed, in every phase of car
performan

great



