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DEFRAUD OF THE REVENUE.

We are now enabled to lay before
our Readers, from the most tinquestion

able authority, a circamstantial account
of the villianous attempt at Liverpool
to defraud thé Revenue, which though
"obly recently discovered, has been se-
veral months in operation. AP
- In Aopril last, a person named S ;
who is now, we understand, .in Ireland;
purchased a common river flat at Liver-
pool, and having altered her so as to ob-
tain a British register, and a-licence for
a sliding bowsprit, rigged her in some
degree likea slgon, preserving howéver

pearanceof a flat.  He then entered
her eutwards for Havre de Grace, and

m bond. She cleared out, and sailed
round the Rock, whére the bowsprit was
thrown overboard, the sails altered, then
retarned by the same-night’s tide, pas-
sed the Tewn of Liverpool, and proceed-|
ed to Runcern, to the Duke’s Canal,
where the wood was landed as ~duty’
paid, and forwarded o London, te the
address of a foreign broker. The vessel
was' thea dismantled, and hid up as
~hulk, untit the voyage fo Hayre might
be supposed to be comnpleted.  She was
then rigged as before, entered outwards
for Hamburgh, and tcok in a cargo of

-goods she sailed rotnd the Rock ‘again,
and retarned the same night to Runcorn,
where the goods were landed as before,
‘and forwarded to London, partly to the-
address of merchants there, and parily
to a fictitious address, “to enable those
‘who received the goods to secret them
more easilys - : ;

To shew the ingenuity of the actors in
this comspiracy, a foreign merchant went
from London, taking most satisfactory

references from houses in the City, whose

-

oSt

-respectable brokers.  This person em=

d Ployed them to purchase the goods, and
enter them at the Custom-House, as i}’
usual, in their own names,” wherebyin:\,

Agent at Run-

of the second

ters directing them to be forwarded to
London, and znother delay took® place

ways re-weighed) from the want of in-
voices or other documents -which were
subsequeatly sent forward by the same
party’ who ‘had written to Runcorn, ,
When the Searchers of Liverpool heard a
remour of the business, they proceeded
to Runcora and seized the vessel, which
was in & state of preparation for another
voyage, as instruections -had been given
to make her capable of carrying 100
tons, still preserving  her exterior ap-
pearance, which Would have enabled the
parties to smuggle & cargo of India
goods ;. .and Messrs. Drinkwater and
Syers had actually received instructions
to inquire the price of black pepper and
tumeric.

- One of the Liverpool searchers then
proceeded o town, aud with the assis-
tance of one of his brethern here; aided
by-the imporiant information given by
M- Syers, who came to town for the
purpose of idetifying the goods, they
have not only regained the whole of the

few bags of pimento, which had been
retailed,) "but a large quantity of thie
makogany that arcived in April last. 3
Several persons both in London and
Liverpool are implicated in this nefa-
rious transaction : and itis at least sin-
gular that some of them stand high in
the ranks of the Reformers and orators
of the day.” ‘We abstain, however, from
publishing their names ; not from any
deﬁ-caC{ to them, but begcause we do

dikely to come before.a Jury.

at Prestonbroyk; (where goods are al .

second cargo, (with the exception of a. -

net. wish the public to prejudge a case

credit 1s dué-to the merchants and tra-
ders in Londen, whq had fairly'bought
the goods at a market- price, for the
manner-in. which they had expressed
their  detestation of such abominable

at their own expense, and others have
actually forwarded their carts to eollect
~what they had since sold, and »dded
them {o-the stock on hand..

Too much. praise cannot be given to

characters are above suspicion, to

e

the parties who haye acted in ths up-
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—<We are-informed -thet the greatest = &

practices. Some of the spice merchants.
hiave sent the goods to the Custom-house-




