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THEE TEMPTATION.

CHAPTER X
ARRIVAL AT DUGD.

Dick drew up at a largs »¢ in  the
wall, to which the track directly led, and
leapmg to the ground, knocked loudly on
its thick oaken front with the knob of his
whip. The sounds rose with startling
harshness, and seemed to echo tithin the
pile with djearv prolongation, -

After he had knocked thus violently,
Dick laid his ear to the door in nllstemmz
attitude, But for a minute no response
was made t> his summons, and, with a
muttered curse, he was about to repeat it
when his raised hand was stayed by the
creaking of a door within, This was
presently siicceeded by an nppmnchmg
foolstep, and a husky woman's voise on
the other side of the wall called out—

““ Who's there?”
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Why-Moll; who should-it-be-but-me?

xepxlod Dmk impatiently.

‘ And lnﬂh time, too,” responded the
other, as with a loud bang a bolt was
drawn and the door pulled open.

‘ Hava you been a-wearying for us?”’
asked Dick as he led the horse forward
within the doorway, and across the grass-
grown court-yard.

* How could I be anything elsein this
outlandish place?”’ answered the woman,
who was now busying herself with re-
closing and re-fastening the door.

“ We-have been expected here, then,"
thought Annabel, as from her seat in the
cart she silently but observantly noticed
all that wont forward. And as she look-
ed back and saw the high wall with its
closed door, and forward to the dark and
gloomy pllu of building, her heart sank
heavily in her bosom, and a shudder ran
through her frame.

A strong stream of ruddy light came
across 1he ccurt-yard, from a lamp which
had evidently been left by the woman,
standing within the threshold of the open
door, through which, guided perhaps by
the glurr\, Dick led !h(\ horse, and there
it and the cart came to a stand.-still.

“*Now, Miss, step this way,and I shall
help you to alight,” was growled forth
in a gruff tone.

Annabel anticipated this expected prof-
fer of assistance by making her way to
the ground at the rear of the vebicle, and
was just’in time to encounter the woman,
who ‘wa¥ now on her way baek from clos-
ing the gate. Being now on the same

level and quite close to her, she saw her |’

to be a tall, coarse, maseuline-looking
person, with a round red face and a large
« nose® unmistakably red at the point.
She paid no attention to Annabel at the
moment, but went forward to assist Dick
in lftmz out the luggage. ien the
bexes being set -I wn by the

woman ll[.,}'l(

ed Dick as he v

the horse in tho

st.mrhm in t

article is kept.
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While these observations
exchanged the luggage was carried
the interior, and Annabel w 1
half ordered to follow, whi

along a passage, and into a L
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She ate little, but drank thet
avidity, the otlers sitting a little distance |
off, and never speaking, though Annabel |
did not observe that the silence they |
mumtumnl had been prompted by a pxi<
vate sicnal made by Dick. She noticed,
however, that Moll frequently cast in-
quisitive glances towards her,

¢« Would you like to go to bed now ?"’
asked the latter, when she saw that An-
aabel had doue ontin;.:.

“Yes, if you please. I fell very tired.”

# Come this way, then,' said Moll,
after she- had lizhted ¢ candle which
gtood in a ru and apparently long
disnsed candle .
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« Ay, that's tho one Uve made ready,’
rejoined the woman, as she led the sway
jnto tho passige, Annabel following.
Before them was a broad stone etair, up
two flights of wh rieh the girl was ec ;n-ln(‘(cd
and by ths @ rridors “luch lmmched]
away on either side, but which the light |
of the candle conld i« ate, it conld )
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