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tion, and I have the most perfect confidence
in ite practicability. But before describing
it; which | shall do as briefly asit will per-
mit, and as accurately as I can, I must tel
you that tho planiis not new; nor am I the
inventor z4he honor of the invention belongs
to an Efigineer in England whose name has
escaped my memory, and who nade a road
Athrough a morrass; by that means, where it
Bad besn long thought impracticable to
make a road, which was said when com-
pleted to be one of the best roads then in
that part of the country. I'he metenal
that be used for the foundation of his road
was Furze, what in Scotland is called
Whins, which he got bundled vp like fag-
gote, and [ believe laid either gravel or
sand on the top. You will say that we have
no whins, or broom, or heather in this coun-
try; admitted, but we have as good if not
better, for road making, and that tov in grest
abundance and quite handy to all our roads.
Now for my plan for making the IHuron
Road couiplete for fifty years, with trifiling
repairs.  You laogh, but stop tili you hear
it, and as [ am duing it for no hire and part-
ly with a desire to do good, you way forgive
me if [ err. Plan.—The road should be
dug in the centre where pract.cable, to the
depth of one foot, for, say one rod or 16}
feet, or if you will 25 feet in width, ny es-
timate supposes the latter. The surface
levelled where dug, then have ready pre-
pared bundles of Brushwood, put up in
bunches 8 fect long, 3 feet round, or about
1 foot in diameter, these bundles are to be
firmly withed with 4 withes on each, and
laid end to end across the road laying
solid on the ground, and as close to each
other as possible; they are to be made of
fresh twigs or wattles cut in a green or
growing state, and may be in size from one-
half inch to three or four inches in circum-
ference; when laid they will have the ap-
pearance of Brushwood logs all of the same
size, which two men can handle with ease
either in loading thew on slays or wagons to
take them to the road or lay them in it, and
when laid, the ‘interstices between them
should be laid with a little lonse brugh, and
then the stuff that was dug ouf should be
laid upon them and a little more from - the
sides, till there was at least 18 inches of
the clay or mud -covering the brush-logs,
and so excluding them from the action of
the air, which if properly managed, would
ineure their lasting I think for the time I
stated, 00 years. The road made on this
principle could not at any time be very wet;
for you will observe that the brush-logs
makes a perfect drain below; nor would a
waggon wheel ever sink farther than the
'brulhwood, until it wore it through, and
that would not be easily done whilju was
kept in proper repairs by gravel or sand.—
It is not my province to say whether or not,
the District Council would have the'power
to collect toll on such a road when finished,
but if not, the District would find some
other way of paying the triffling cost—
triffiimg I must call it, for several reasons.
Fist, because it would allow fish and salt
and many other articles to come from Gode-
rich at all times and for half of the cost of
present carriage.
the chance of sending his wheat and potash
to Goderich instead of Hamilton if he pleas-
ed. It would raise the value of all the land
for many miles on every side of it from Wil-
mot to Goderich. In short it would be the
means of making the Huron District in
reality, what it has of often been termed,
and scems by natural advantages designed
to be, the garden of Upper Canada. If it
should be considered for the present that
one rod wide or 16} feet would do for a
trial, my estimate of the costs would be re-

It would give the farmer

are once obtained population will rapidly
merease.  And for every subscriber that
you have now you may then have three,
and begin to talk about printing by eteam.
[ will now, with your leave, return for s
little, to a fartiiet censideration of the Dis-
trict Council sct, and hope. you will sgree
with me when [ eay, that.I am fully of
opinivn that township Councils such as
was intended when the most of the present
Ministry were formerly in office, would be
less expensive, lees troublesome to the
people geoerally, and equally useful for all
purpoges of the present law,

different opinion, and should li

But ehould the same men be mow of a
still to | sh

With what caution. any such privilege has
kitherto been granted! Verily, Mr. Cay-
ley, your liberal notions were very ecrupu-
lous! Norcan Mr, Cayley now urge that
an alteration then, would be an unneccesary
interfercnce withs, the Act 8, Vict. c. 7,
(as to limits of Disj ) sorecently passed
as 1n 18435; for, in the same session of 1846,
as the 8 Vict. c. &, 'was passed, cnd the
very act before it ehap. 46; there is an al-
teration of the counties of Carleton and
Grenviile, the limits of which were stated
in the 8, Vict: ghap, 7. There is thus no
excuse for Mr. Cayley, for not getting ap-
propriated to the county of Huron, what

continue Districts and Councils as they are,

members to travel, some of them at least 50
or 60 1niles, which 1 sincerely hope they

amended with regard to the pay of members
of the District Councils, I think they onght
to be allowed 7e. 6d. per day while attend-
ing Council, and 6d. per mile for traveling
expenses to and from the Councils. I never
will advocate, the principle of giving too
high ealaries to the servants of the public
whatever may be their rank; yet I will
maintain that those who serve the public in
any capacity ought to be paid for their servi-
ces a reasorf@ble price.

should require the appointment of, say three
commissioners or superintendents of high-
waya in every township, to assist the Coun-
ciilors of the townehips to apportion the
Statute labour, and to expend such monies
as may be odered by the District Counc:l
for the repdirs of roads and bridges in said
townships, and to account for the same to
the Council throvgh and by the township
Clerk. The Councillors by themselves ex-
pending the money that was by themselves
assessed, by setting jobs or contracte on
the roads, is open to the surmises and sus-
picions that ought to be prevented. These
superintendents should be nominated by
the people at the township meetings, and
appointed by the District Council. I was
happy to see by a pewspaper report (the
Colonist) of the February Sessions of the
Home District Council, that commissioners
had been appointed, for expending all the

and bridges amounting to some thousands
of pounds, in various parts of the said Dis-
trict. I hope the District Council of Huron
will do the same the next February session.
In the hope that at least some of the
things that I have stated, and which I
think would be reforme, may soon come to
pass.

I have the honor to be,

Yours respectfully,
A HURON SBETTLER.

TWO COUNTIES FOR THE HURON,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HURON SIGNAL.
Moust View, ELvLicg,
Gth Dec., 1848.

Sir,—I observe in your last Signal of
the 1st current, that there is a notice as to
the townships of Mornington and Welles-
ley, which include a portion of country,
previously rescrved specially for the Dis-
trict of Huron by the Act 1, Vict, c. 26.—
As the authorities there quoted have taken
some by surprise, inasmuch as they were

viz: the spirit and letter of the law and the
size of the Districts, obliging those who
hive business to do at theCuuncilsas well as

will not, then I think the law ought to be

I think that the District Council act

money appropriated for the repairs of roads |

Id by previoue sights have belonged to
it; and ought to bave been inserted in the
act of 1846; nof*for the very glaring omis
sion of not sccuring the rights of voting; in
any newly surveyed township..

But the main object of my liow address-
ing you is, to awakenm some attention in my
brother settlers tu the cost of the District,
to the contemplated beneficial measure to
be brought in by the wembers of Govern-
ment at the next sessien of Parliament, to
increase the representation of the Province
by creating new electoral divisions or
counties, with members for each. And 1
trust that this measure will not escape the
notice of the Division Committee at Strat-
ford, so as that any of our rights now ex-
isting, may not for the time. be neglected.
Perhaps it is 2 matter of superarogation in
me to refer to the matterat all; but I shculd
like the fact, in‘a more public manner, to
be stated, than it ever yet has; as it is un-
deniable that a reservation for the county
of Huron to be divided info two counties,
was made in the Aect I have before alluded
to; and what division reasonably can be
thought of, other than the sepdration of the
eastern portion (with our northern addi-
tivns) from the western.

Who, then, will be looked to as our mem-
ber ¥ Farmers of the east—there are ccr-

South Easthope, who are capable? This
is no idle question—the separstion of the
District being granted, as it is most justly
expected; will be the tocsin for a movement
among the would be Conservatives. But
it is hoped that Reformers will know and do
their duty. -

If it can be supposed that the members of
the Executive, find out toa certain-ex

| the feclinos and wi
the feclings and

the various localities of the Province, by the
means aflorded by the public press, 1 trust
that the allusions and statements made by
me, will not escape their notice—and I
think there is one among them, who from
his shrewdness and knowledge of this Dis-
trict, is able to shew that he is aware of our
position, >

Wishing you ewery success in the ad-
voeacy of the rights of the farmers and
settlers,

1 am, respectfully, Sir,
A.B.C.

HURON SIGNAL.
s ”FVI‘NDAYV;E) ; E\IBEI;\ Q‘J.k {848 » l

OUR DISTRICT AFFAIRS.

not generally known; therefore, to con-
vince mysell and some of my thinking
neighbours, I went to Stratford and ex-
amined the Acts of Parliament referred to,
and find that the reservation of the range of
land to the north of the District was actu-

duced one-third. I have calculated every
bundle of the brush, say 8 fcet long, 3 feet |
in circumference, and withed with 4 withes,

ally given. And, moreover, that it did nuf
interfere with the District of Wellington,

and piled up at the side of the road ready for | yagides, I found that a division of this Dis-

as that District was originally planned; and

laying, tocost £16 13 4 per thousand or | yrict into two counties was also reserved.

4d. currency each.

be £170 13 4 per mile, which would amount
to £10,240 for the material for the founda
tion, on the supposition that 60 miles were
to be done in that way. Preparing the
road, and laying the brush-logs-and cover-

ing them 18 inches deep with the stuff’

taken out of the foundation, and from the
sides of the road, and cleaning out the water
run or ditches on each side thereof, can be
got done, I think, for bs. currency per rod,
and for, say 60 miles, 320 rods per mile,
19300 at 5s. per rod, £4800; in whole for
completing the road for 60 miles, excepting
Bridging as above stated, for the sum of
£15,040, or a small fraction over £350 per

mile; which, if I am cdrrectly, informed |

would not ncar hall' pay for a plank road of
the same breadth and length, and which for
durability, I am not ashamed to state even
to you, Mr. Editor, to whose judgment
even in road-making, I.am willing to pay
much deference, that with the same amount
of tear and wear, it would outlive four
Plank roads with less repairs, I fear you
will think that I have already-trespasscd on
your patience and the columns of your
valuable journal. The only proepect of re-

By the narrow gage,

Assembly on which the Act 9, Vict. c. 47,
(1846) was passed, to prevent: farther en-
croachments on the territory to the north
of Huron; he had not made himself aware of
the claim by the Iurou District to the
land where Mornington and Wellesley are,
and apparently appeared ignorant of the
same till it was pointed out to him, It did
appear strange indeed, that he a Member
of the House, bringing in such a measure,
would not have beenat the pains to have
compared the Acts-of Parliament, bearing
on the relative divisions of the Districts of
Huron and Wellington. But either or
both of the Magistrates and District Coun-
cil at their sessions, were equally—nay
more—reiniss, in not representing the mat-
ter to the county member at the time of the
said Act 9, Vict, 47, being passed. They
were certainly supposed to be betler ac-
quainted with the claims of the District
tHad.the member. The niccty of observa-
tion was not even shewn in judicial proceed-
inge, for those poesessed of the means of
knowing, allowed suits or executions to be
proceeded with against individuals withont
the District. \What an accurate knowledge

ward [ can at present hold out to you is,
that if through your publishing such com-
munications as may lead to enquiring, and

they had surely of the limits of the Huron !
Again, the above Act of 9, Vict., only
givea the right of civil and criminal Juris-

talking about the best means of laying out
and saving public money, by doing work in
the proper time and in the proper way, that
through such enquiry and talking, we may
get good roads and bridges in the Huron

diction to the Huron over the northern ter-
ritory. No other right is given—not even
the right, that when a township was sur-
veyed in it, its inhabitants were to have the
privelege of voting if they were qualified.—

In making my researches, a piece of in-
two lengths would be svfficient, and 32 of | formation was given me, which 1 had sup- |
them would complete the square; one rod in posed would not have occurred with the
length one rod in width, and the cost of | jon, Mr. Caley, the present M. P. P. for
brush would be 30, 8d. per, rold; and e { g Hurom, Namely :—that_although he| We do not wish :0 sttach blame to any parly in
920 rods per mile at 10s. 8J. -per rod Will | ha4 brought in the Bill before the House of

We had intended to eay a great deal about
road making, but our Fullarton correspondent
“ An Old Settler,” has said 80 much more than
¢t a great deal’”” on the subject, that we are al-
most ata loss for anything to'say. We certain-
ly admit that good roads are desirable, that they

tainly some amongst us from Fullarton to |

gravel wounld be visible no longer than the clay

passed over it. We have never seen it tried and
perhaps our notions may be erroneous, but at all
events the expénse of the experiment should
suggest the propriety of trying iton a small scale
ot first. .

The question of a new Court house has created
much interess and difference of opinion. And so
long as it lay between using the room in the
goal, and building & new one, it might be re-
garded as & matter of opinion in our local econo-
my ; but the question no longer retains that
form. ‘Fhe Sheriff, we believe, has decided that
the room in the goal shall not in future be used
as a Court house; and the question now is
whether we had better build a Court house or
want a Court housf.  We already pay sbout
forty pounds a yedr for District Offices, and we
must now pay, at least, forty more for some
temporary Court house, and perhaps an imme-
diate outlay of two hundred pounds to render it
suitable for the purpose. Thus we may safely
calculate on at least ninety pounds a year of out-
| lay, for far worse accommodation than would be
| supplied by a Court house at a cost of twelve
: hundred pounds. It must, therefore, be obvious
| 1o every unprejudiced man that as a matter of
rcconomy—l suving of pounds, shillings and
iymu—i: would be expedient ‘to build a new
! Court house, even though the amount necessary
for the purpose should be borrowed at legal in-
terest. We do not ask whether the District-
dividing population of Stratford are willing or not
willing ; we do not ask whether or not it would
be doing justice to them ; but we say that al-
though the“District were divided to-duy, though
the people of Stratford should never pay one
penny towards it,if Goderich is to remain a dis-
trict town, we ehould, on the principle of econo-
my, build a new Court house. We do consci-
entiously believe that twelve hundred pounds of
the sum expended in turnpiking crossways with
| mud this year might have begn profitably expend-
icd in the erection of a new stone Court house. —

We niust here pay an honest compliment to the
| people of Stratlord and the, east end of the Dis-
| trict; by telling them that whether we vote for a
| division of the District or.not, we will at least
vote that they shall have a Court house and Geoal
for their own accommodation, and then very
| limited premises will serve for the prosecution
and punishment of crime at this end of the Dis-
trict.

There are many little items of our District ex-
penditure which might very honorably be dis-
peased with, and which would aid considerably
in paying the interest of the sum necessary for
the erection of a new Court house. And first,we
wonld ask seriously and solemnly is -it-true-that
Jdmes Morgan Hamilton received ¥orty pounds

ual s iuccixau‘:&‘,‘ calied '
geon to the District Goal 7"
Jjections to any man being fairly remunerated for
the services which he renders to the public. We
have no objections’ that the friends of Mr.
Hamilton shall pay him forty or forty thousand

sur-

We have no ob-

have even no decided objection that-Mr. Hamil-
ton shall fill any public office for which he miy
be qualified. But we have a decided objection
to Mr. Hamilton, or any other man, receiving

unless the said salary shall be given and received
as charity. With Mr. Hamilton’s qualifications
a8 a member of the Medical profession we have ‘
nothing to do, but we have to do with the fact !
that he receives twenty pounds a year for his|

attendance at the District Goal as Surgeon
we thiok this is the best paying part of his prac-
tice. He also is allowed twenty pounds‘n year j
for medicine to the prisoners ! and we will ven- |
ture to affirm that there never was twenty pounds
worth of medicine within the walls of the Dis-
trict Goal since it was first built! We do not
look upon this as a Job at the public expense; an
iniquity is only called a Job when it is out of
the ordinury course of iniquities, but this ap- |
pointment of Mr. Hamilton to a salary of forty
pounds a year as Surgeon to the District Goal ! |
is in strict keeping with the general pmcedurc‘
of the Tories, when entrusted with the public

funds; —they have no sympathy with the *‘ great | ers that he did not attend the L

uncultivated public,”” and therefore, this waste |

are one of the first essentials te the comfort and
prosperity of the District; and we would almost

go the length of saying that the improvement of Tory iniquity which the people have to support | evening ! This fuct we wizh to be const

the roads should have the first claim in the dis-
tribution of the taxes. - But unless a diffcrent
and a better method of improvement than that
hitherto pursued, is adopted, then so far from
| giving it the first claim, we would hesitate in
giving it any claim at all. If it is not a epoiling
of roads, itis at least a squandering of money.

this matter ; 'we are willing to believe that those
who have the management of our District roads
act for the best, accordingto their judgments. —
But after stating that we have little faith in
turopikiog clay roads, or in burying crossways
with mud, we may be permitted merely to hint
that if such is to be the mode of expending the
taxes in future, it would be much better to per-
form the whole of this kind of road-making in
the latter part of May and the beginning of June,
#0 that the clay and mud might be hardened by
the summer’s draught. Whea this labor is de-
layed till the month of September, as it has been
this year, the heavy fall rains reduce the clay to
the consistency of thin mortar, and a large por-
tion of it runs back into the side ditches from
whence it was taken, and thue the labor is, in a
great measure, lost. And at the season when
the benefit of the improvement is most needed
the road becomes impassible. We understand
that between three and four thousand pounds
bave been expended on the roads of the District
this year, 'and we think the universally admitted
fact, that the roads are in a much worse condi-
tion than they have ever been at.any prior
period, should go far in staying the clamour for

tem of road-making. * The ides that we will seap
the benefit of the impro next :
is fallacious. The roads have got so much cut
up that it will require a great deal of labor in
leveling, to render them even pussible in sum-
mer. In so far as the improvement consists in

thé ¥est, of the labor is, to say the least of it, of
very inconsiderable benefit. With respect to| (ai
the plan of turnpiking & road with clay aod then | on
covering it with gravel, we entertain strong

District, and when these valuable blessinge

How few words would have dove this.—

doubts of its wisdom or utility, We think the

of the public funds is not a Job.

obstructed by this epirit of intolerant presump- |

.idﬁ: of the road, the advantage will be felt, but | ever existed at any - prior period of our history. | a
We have not the slightest intention of enter-

We merely |
refer to it as one of the numerous instancés of
without knowing it, and we trust that the Mag- '
istracy «will take it into consideration at their
next meeling in Quarter Sessions; and if it is
thought necessary to have a Surgeon to the Dis-
trict Goal, we trust they will have no objection
to adopt the same principle of economy that Las
been adopted in reference to the District Print-
ing—Put it, to the Offer. And though we are
always willing to give a preference to superior
professional qualifications, yet it is quite possi-
ble that we may get a Surgeon to the District
Goal whose professional knowledge and abili-
ties will suffer nothing by being compared with
the attainments of Mr. Hamilton ; and we ven-
ture a conjecture that at least twenty pounds a
year-may be saved by the change. 03" This
must not be lost sight of.

|
—— - |

“A LAYMAN.®” !

Amcng the multitude of atrocities that have |
been perpetrated in the name of religion, the

The |

ning our readers with a polemical disquisition
all or any of the thousand points or dogmas

of speculative religion with which mankind | composition.
have tortured each other. We wish merely tol our faults in the fore-ground of our character's

got fully saturated with rain, and & few waggons

pounds a year if they think proper; and we |

forty pounds, or forty pence of the public money | have been confined en:irely to bad nen, whe
without doing public service value for the salary. | their hearts * neither fear God nor regard

endeavoring to coerce the peculiar religious
notions of any man, however extreme or unpop-
ular these motions may be. Such coercion is
absurd, because belief is mpot a watter of
choice ; it is not a voluntary act of the will.—
It results fsom conviction, and conviction resulis

his faith cannot alter hie fuith, because it cannot
alter his ictions : your pe is, 10
him, an evidence of your cruelty and presump-
tion, but it is no evidence that his convictions
are false, You may persecute, and proscribe,
and malign, and injure him. You may punish
and torture him till the terror or agony of posi-
tivepain induces him to say g you say, and 10
worship as you worship ; but though you should
break him on the wheel, you can never make him
think us you think, till ouce you hLave changed
his convictions—and this can only be done by
bringing the proper evidence before the mind.—
But, again, pesecution, %or opinion’s sake, is
uujust in every possible instance ; because, if
the member of the Popish Church kas a 1ight to
reject the creed ot the Episcopalian, and the
Episcopalian has a right to reject the Popish
creed, and the Presbyterian has a right to reject
both,—then, consequently, a fourth person has
an equal right to reject all three ; and the more
you ‘multiply the number of different sects, the
stronger is the right of rejection. So that be-
fore any man can be justified in persecuting
another for- heresy, he musi first establish, by
principles of demonstration, what is orthedozy.
The present definitions are all arbitrary, and
limited by the views and opinions of the parties
who bring them forward. It is true, the age ol
persecutivn, so called, Las gone bLy. 'Thereis

on the wheel,—nor faggot and stake upplied as
remedies for heresy.
lamentably true—that the spirit of religious
persecution has still a residence among men ;
and it may be token for granted that the man
who would ruin you and your family, by arous-
ing the religious prejudices of wankind agaivst |
you, who would seek to destroy-your reputation

and influence in society, by iusinuations about

heresy or infidelity, would also constgn you to

the stake or the wheel, only that Le is preveuted
by the purer philosophy of the age.
Le word §

cs (0 be

We may heré observe th

does mot* mean a man who 1

what other people believe,—in this sense, every

You

eve s

man in the world would be e 1ufid
don’t believe as 1 believe, and I don’t b
you believe, conseq' ently we are mutu

B sl
ntidel

| mankind

| to each other;—and soitis w
iBul that-man—only-is-an -afidel who does not
| believe what he himself profceses to believe, in
i who is unfaithtul to his

olher word e an

, howe-

|
|

{own prole
! f.

ver, for the

isan infidel. Wen

nour of

ver far good men m

af without knowledge 10 persecute and

ne times, no

what they called hereties ia byg
Christian ol the. present age will be guilty o!
| persecution even 1o the extent of ljuring s
man’s reputation. The insiouations about here-
sy and infidelity, and the maliguing of character

on religions grounds, for the last iwenty years,

Men totally dc:&l'l\:!e of all principles of religion

umed sancuty is ouly

and morality, ‘whose as

valuable in their own ¢ ation just s far as it

serves to cloak their villiany,—:men who, in

short, are reql iutidels, aud Like our Reveren

rowa |
Our Reverend f
convince his re

nd eeems very anxioust

s that Lie er ns no hos- i

laus; andas w
a totul dis

shull endeavor to eubstant

tile feclings tows ve charged

him already with d.of truth, we

our charge-by

contrasting a few of his fricndly professions ' i
In d

ery | 1

with a few of Lis cowardly insinus
15t

Lereture wi

his printed production of t

‘attended the he lt

he says, he *

most charitable feel I

a desire to obtain bo I

tion.”” In u former-article we informed ou t

t

with ‘“charitable’ or with any other * 13

—heidid not attend the Lecture at

was not within the walls of the Ch

point out the abstract injustice and absurdity of

from eyideace. If & man has been taught to |
believe differently from you, your persecution of |

now mo thumb-screws, nor racks, nor breaking |

But it is also true—and | for this I am pot competent.

alluded

that they have no

the evangel

lbeing compared with that of “A Laymaa,"—
{ Continued in our nexp ’
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SHORT ESSAYS FOR LITTLE Boys,
NUMBER X.

THE EXERCISE OF REASON.
You have a right 1o demand a reason for every

thing you are either required 10 do or believe H
let no man deprive you of this right. ht'is the
noblest privilege your Creator has bestowed upon
you, and without you exercise it, yow will not
only fail in fulfilling the highest duty of your
nature, but you will lose the benefit of nesrly all
| the choice blessings that your Crentor has placed
withio your reach. Even the inestimable bless-
ing of Divine revelation may be a dead letter, to
you excepl you exercise your reason uwpon it.—
Of ull subjects requiring the exercise of reason,
religion is the chief; and as you advance to-
wards manhood, you will discover that mankind
have all but prohibited and discarded the use of
| reason on this important subject; and you will
i further discover the terrible eflfects of this cun-
duct. It is false philosophy, and it has conee-
| quently produced evil. I wish you to rémember
! that I am not addressing you as members of the

Popish Church, por the Episcopalian, nor the <

| Presbyterian, nor any other Church. I am
| wddressing you as little Boys, aliogether irrespec-
I'tive of any peculiar religious notions which you
Iam aware that you will,
peculiar notions of his
respective parents ; and T have neitlier desire nor
v

! may have learned.
every one, learn the

authority to-udvise you to the contrary.
! not my inteation to teach you religious opinions;
I merely wish to
impress your wmiods with the duty and necessi-
ty of exeicising yotr reason on every subject,
and on none more than on religion. Your reli-
gion will be either rational or absurd, either
honoting or disionoring to God,—in proportion
us your conclusions huve resulted from a proper
exercise of your reason. Your comnceplions of
a Deity, of his moral government, and‘of your
own dntiesand destinies, will be eitBer elevated
wd nobley or grovelling and superstitions, uc-

rd your reesoning powers are exercised

on the volume of Revelation. This volume has
Lieen in the puscession of mankind for eighteen
hondred years, and yet there are few of 11s duc-
Lines uponwhich maokind are agreed; and
their differences on these doctrines are the foulest
plague-spot on human society. Religious sec-
anism is not on'y the heaviest barthen, in a

pecuniary point of view, which society has 10

bear ; butit i¢ also the most bitter and implu-
cable spirit that 1akes possession of the human
I+ may be honestly regarded as the curse
It was fisst introduced

mind.
af the eivilized world
by a perversion or neglect of the powers of rea-
o

-

son, itis perpetuated Ly the same cause.
There was a time when the exercise of reason
on religious subjects was entirely prohibited,

and that proliibition was characterized by  whai

phatically called the * Dark Ages,”

when what was denominated religion, was no-

has Leen o1

thing more than a chaotic mass of corruption,
mental prostration, supersiition, and mystical

abominations. This degraded siate of society

" might be regarded as ihe penaliy annexed by

Divine Goodoess to the neglect of the highest

faculty of our nature. The same error, in a less

tivusive form, prevades the relizious world at
mant, epeuulty is seen in the bit-
nimosiuee of sectananism 10 which I have

The Malometun instructs his children

i the doctrines and dutpes of the Alcoran, and

assures them that these are divine truths, and

ighit to dispute or reason upon
hem ; but must just receive and believe them
myplicitly, or incur the penalty of the Divine
disy

he English Church, 4he Scotch Church, and

sure. The member of the opich Church,

hie other various sects, instruct thieir children in
heir own respective versions of Christianity.
s |

.ach one tells Lis son that these are tLe correct,

al views of the Divioe record ; and
hough he does not exactly prokibit his eon from

xertising.his reason upon the sulject to a cer-

tain extent,—yet he insinuates thut such exer

1ses s u

essif not positively dangerous ; and
IIs him that these views are absolutely correct

picture; and we_ask pardon for the egotism of
asserting, that wherever we are known, whether
| in Scotland, orin the District of Bathurst, of
Dalhousie, or Huron, our general character—
though not perfectly pore—will lose nothing by

borne in mind; forif it is only recollected that
the author of a er
|

| sumptions ol religious hLe

wed on the a

n, lou

itroduces  hie

| :
| strictures with a del

| the lic and the religious profes

11 go lar to

| form a fair exponent of the muli g

| neutralize all his future stateme

In hLis pro-
| duction of the 13th October, he & ay, **I have
no unkindly feelings towards Mr. Macqueen—
I'am not personally acquainted with him. If
common report be true, it 15 a distinction | necd
not coret ! Among the multitude of villians
who Lave disgraced the name of man, we have
always regarded Judas lscariot as the chiefy—
Not exactly becaule e betrayed his Master, but
because he did it with a xiss.  Our memory does
not, at present, (urnish us with the name of any
other personification of malignity with which
we NN‘.’I""M‘\" compare “*A Layman®’
as the name of Judas Iscariot.” Qur pious and

Reverend Iriend here offers us the Liss by saying

Ny -y
' Ihe has no unfriendly feelings towards us, and
most wicked and desolating has been that of | then he bequeaths us the traitor’s steb, b
q i 9, ke 1 ! p 3
persecution for opinion’s sake; that is, |he‘mg his “,ad‘” that il common report be true, |
attempt of one man, or one party, to control the | our acquaintance is a distinction not to be cov-
opinions of others in mallers of faith.
progress of science and civilization has been more | body ; that we were a thief, a liar, a drunkard

y tell-

eted !

ora gross blasphemer ; had he charged us with |

~we might

4

lana-

the probability of |

correciness

But “A Layman knew we |

promulgated. To expose the futility of it, no- | were comparatively ‘a stranger in Goderich,—
thing more is necessary than a bare etatement | he had no distinct charge to prefi
of the fact, that after many ages of gross cruelty ’ his malignity suggested the cow
and oppression, practiced on mankind, with the | tion of * common repoit.” We
intention of producing a uniformity of belief, | given oursell out as a paragon of piety or
there is at this moment a greater diversity of | e
good drains to carry the wate: away from the | opinion in matters of epeculative faith, than |n

er, and hence
ardly .iasinua-

have never
moral l
xcellence. We hiave some failings, but they a ‘

’ re 1
ot hidden—they are well known to every man |

an

Had he eaid that we had killed some- |

tion, than by all other causes ; the advancement | dishonesty in our dealings, or with p'""“"“li

of true religion has been retarded by it ; homan | wickedness in our conduct; or had he made!
happiness has been diminished, and hurmn!nny distinct accueation against us,
wretchedoess and suffering have been incalcu- | have been able to refute it or give an exj
lably nggnvu.ed by it ; and, in short, its H‘Colds‘ tion ; atull events, the public would have had |
are written in characters of blood in every [ an opportunity of considering
spending the entire local taxation on such a sys- | conntry where the Christian religion has been

L se they have been cherislied as cacred by

multitudes of good and wise men for many ages
This is the aggument of the Popish Church, of
the Presbyterian, of the Esiscopalian, and of
ulmust every other church, and | doubt not it is
It would
be not only uncharitable, Lut also unreasonable

advanced with equal sincerity by all,

to suppose that any man would be insincere in
teaching his own children doctrines that were

to eflzct their well-being in eternity.  We must,
therefore, give them all credit for 1he sincerity of
their conduct while we unkesitatingly deny the
propriety or the justice of it. The fact of your
| fathers knowing the evidence by which their
peculiar religious notions are supported, is no
evidence to you; neither have you any merit in
believing truth upon such evidence, more than
il you had believed error on the same ground.
You are believing on the testimony of your
fathers ; and the childien of error are clinging
to their errors and believing them to be true on
the very same epecics of evidence,~namely,
| the testimony of their fathers.
As 1 formerly observed, this prohibition of the
| exercise of reason, on religious subjects, is false
philosophy ; and so long as itis continued, error
will be perpetuated; and the religious world
will continue to exhibit the same anomalous
aspeet,—the same sectarian intollerance, jeal-
ousies, heartburnings, and Litterness, which it
exhibits at present. In fact you cannot know
the difference between the great truths of Chris-
tianity and the gross corruptions and errors of
the ( ch, except through the exercise of your
reason. You caonot even know the difference
between the value of the Christian Soriptures
and the value of the Mahometan scriptures
except by comparing them,’and by eomparing
the respective evidence upon which they sever-
ally rest their claims to divine origin, It is
not only your right, but your duty to search, and
examine, and sorutinize, not only the particular

nd woman who knows the man ; and they are
as well known in Goderich as in any other place.
There is uot one particle of the hidden, emooth,
white-faced hypocritical ecoundrel in our whole
We have always studied to keep

doctrines which are offered for your adoption, but
also the Scriptures from which these doctrinea
are taken.  You did not witness the facta record~
ed in these Scriptures ; and, therefore, it is
your duty to examine the evidence upon which

you are required to believe them. It ig no evis *
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