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A Farmry Story rFor THE Boys
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EUGENIE CLEUGE

(Written for Tre Wxer)
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Once upon a time, long long ago ;
oh so long ago that even “the oldest
inhabitant can’t remember ‘when,
there lived a- little boy who was a
great deal of trouble to his parénts.
He¢ never wanted to learn his lessons
and grow up to be a wise man; he
never wanted to run an errand for
his mother or to be of any little
help to his father by carrying fagots
to their cottage or helping him cut
wood in the forest; he never wanted
to do anything at all, except lie in
the shade and sleep, or catch bugs
and flies and pull their legs and
their wings off; for he was a very,
very cruel -bad boy, as all boys are ;
never want to learn, or.to help peo-
ple in any way. His name was Lazi-
ness, but they called him Lazy for
short; because ‘‘Laziness'” was quite
a-long name sometimes when his
mother wanted him in a hurry; but
she might just as well have taken
her time because Lazy would never
hurry, not the least little bit..

So it went on like this for.a long
time; and of an evening after they
had had heir frugal supper of por-
ridge and brown bread and - cheese
for they were quite poor and could
not have many nice things to eat,
the father and mother of Lazy would
sit by the fire and talk and wonder

. what .on earth they could ever do to

make a good smart boy out of Lazy.
Now @t the other end of the little
village there was another family with

a boy about the size and age of Lazy;

whose name was Dontcare.

Now Dontcare was almost if not
quite as bad a boy as Lazy. They
played together a great deal, and his
parents could not make him learn
anything usefdal ‘at all. They would
buy him neat, good clothes, but he
never had them good. or neat very
long. He would get them dirty and
then he would not care enough to
brush. them; 'if he saw any mud or
water in the street he would walk
right through it instead of around it
and then would not clean' or polish
his shoes, and as to his face and
hands he never kept them .nice and
clean. So really he was just as bad
in every way as Lazy and they were
the worst two boys in the -village.
All the other parents had them as
bad examples for their own children
and would warn them against being
like. Lazy and Dontcare.

Quite often some of . the. girls and

boys would think it would be awful-
ly nice to be like them; to never do
anything: but lie in the -shade or fish
inthe stream, . or ~ catch butterflies,
and when they saw what nice times
Lazy:and Donteare seemed to have it
was quite’ hard for their parents to
always make them mind; so it was
for this reason that the other par-
ents forbade their children from ever
playing with these bad boys. . Now
Lazy and Dontcare were very good
natured boys, they rarely quarrefed
or fought, and they just dearly loved
to play; so yvou see nearly all the
boys rather liked them; and would
often run off and play with them
sometimes a whole day; then  their
parent could not get them to do
anything at all that day. When they
would eome home they were often
punished and sometimes even sent
supperless to bed, which is an aw-
ful thing; for people cannot sleep or
rest very well when they are hungry.
But boys are so fond . of play  that
they often forget a punishment ; so
maybe in a week or two they would
run off with them again and then
their parents would grieve,
“ They Kknew ~that ' the’ oftener they
went with those two bad boys the
more they liked them, and the hard-
er it would be to keep them from-
growing up like they were after
a while. :

Now way back, deep in the heart
of the wood there was an enchanted
forest inhabited by a terrible giant.
This giant was not so terrible to
look at the first time you saw him;
but he was really very awful. He
had - great sleepy eyes, and his sleepy
look only served to hide his awiful,
cruel, bloodshot eyes. Now this
giant lived in a great castle called
Ruin, 'and the road’ to Ruin led
through this great forest; and it was
really a verv beautiful, nice road ;
with all kinds of flowers that anyone
could pick whenever they chose; only
a great many were poison, and were
very dangerous to gather,

One day Laziness and Dontcare
wandered away off from home, until
when night came on they were so far
away that when they looked around
they saw.everything so strange thaf
they knew they were:lost. Now a
good boy. would have started right
back and tried' to get home anyway
because he would have known how
anxjous and ill his poor mother: and
father would be over their child that
was lost; but these two were so bad
they didn’t care 'if their parents did
grieve. They didn’t like to be told
to do things; or to keep .their clo-
thes or shoés. neat, ‘or their faces
and hands clean; so they didn’t care
if they were lost. They felt a little
queer way out here in the strange
woods; hut then thevy thought it was
real nice after all not to be where
people eould scold them; and where
the parents of ‘othéer hovs drove
them off the very minute they caught
sight of them. It wasn’t nice to he
shunned by all the wise, good peovle
and to have to have nice bovs' steal
awav with vou: so they ate some
berries thev ‘found - and then lay
down to sleep. .The sun awoke them
early the next morning. ° The birds
were singing and a lovely brook was
flashing and dancing . away so ‘cool
and nite, seenving to ask them to
come and help him splash and-dash.
But Lazy and Dontcare never did like
water, so they shuddered and turned

brook kept saying “ker-splash, ker-
splash,” ‘‘come in, come in’’ and it
and it sounded so much like the wa-
ter in their mothers’ tubs that they
were alraid they would have to take
a bath, so they ran as fast as they
could go till they couldn’t hear the
pretty little brook any longer. They
ate some more berries which grew
plentifully along the way; and after
a while, ‘as they walked on and on,
chasing strange birds and new, glit-
tering butterflies, they came to the
edge of a hill. ‘Here they stopped

and looked down; They wondered
what .road that was, they had never
seen it before. How nice it looked;
how easy, not a single hill to climb;
in fact it looked one -lovely, broad,
all-down-hill = itself. ~If one slipped

faster; no trouble ‘at all. Seo they
decided they would 'go down this
road after resting at the bottom of
a big tree for a while; far Laziness
was sitting down and: hated to get
up just yet.

While Lazy was lying on the grass
and Dontcare was  throwing stones
at a little green toad that was
winking and blinking at him,  they
heard a rustle in the trees overhead.
Looking up they saw a queer look-
ing creature that.looked very solem-
nly: at them. Their hearts gake a
queer little thump; not fear exactly;
but a kind of }ittle pain ir it. They
remembered feeling that same little
pain once or twiCe before, but it was
always when they were going to do
something very wrong.

‘‘Hello, Lazy and Dontcare { What
are you doing here ?’ said the queer
looking creatire. .
“Nothin’.”” said Lazy.

“Well ‘you are-always doing that ;
so I am not surprised,” answered it;
whatever it was.- 4o

““He just'come,”’ said Dontcare for
somehow he had' to say something,
“We wanted to:go somewhere: we
didn’t care. where. We are tired
stayin’ at home and bein’ told to do
things and keep clean like those ofh-
er fellows have to. Who are you
anyhow ?”

“I am. Conscience; and I live here’”
“I don’t see where youw live; 1
don’t see ;no house.” :

“Well my house is invisible, like I
am; only when I want to be seen.
But you shouldn’t say ‘I don’t see
no house,” that is bad grammar;
don’t you knew that rule: about two
negatives making an affirmative ?
But no, of course you don’t; ' you
don’t care anyway. Yes, I'am Con-
science and this' is my house; right
here at the beginning of the road to
Ruin. I've heen to see you and Lazy
several times. You always knew when
I came, but ‘you eould not see me..I
have not been to see you for quite a
while now; because you got so you
didn’t pay any attention to me; and
I don’t go where I am not wanted. T
call on all the little girls and boys,
and when they treat me nicely I call’
on them every day; and by and by 1
give them nice things; and when
they are always good to me I take
Happiness . and..Contentment,  who
are both very dear friends of mine,
and they take many of their richest
gifts, for they own everything that
is worth having and they have got
enough to give ,everyhody  in the'
world.” 7 "y
But somehow: the voice of Con-
science ~disturbed both Lazy and:
Dontcare.  She spoiled ‘all ‘the fun,’
she did not Took ‘at ~all pretty to
them; she looked all - dwarfed and
crooked, and they were half afraid of
her. They put their fingers to their
ears so they could nbt hear her; but
that didn’t matter. Why how funny
it was ? Hers must be a fairy voice
because they could hear just the
Same, so as it made Lazy tired to
hold his hands up, he unstopped his
ears and tried  not to listen, and
Dontcare was so impolite that he
even whistled so as he couldn’t hear,
but that didn’t make any difference
either. . Now Conscience is a very
peculiar- person. When she begins
talking she is going to have ‘‘her say
out” no matter what happens. Then
she was in her own house so she had
a right to talk. 1t peonle didn't lis-
ten it was their own fault.

“Now Lazy’’ she was saying, ‘‘you
and Dontcare had better turn right
around and go back home. You
ought to be ashamed to leave your
parents like this. = Don’t you know
that you are on the road to Ruin?
Well maybe you don’t, but you are.
Now you have heard ahout the aw-
ful road to ruin; and the giant Dee-
truction that lives at the end of it.
It looks nice, T must confess; for the
Giant keeps it all very beautiful es-
pecially the first part of it, but .after
you get away down it, it is almost
impossible to pet back. And you,
Lazy and you Dontcare would never
get back, because yon would and
never will try to oversome the least
little difficulty. So I warn vou, do
not go ! For the Giant Destruction
will surely destrov you, and destroy
you in the most hideous and horribl
manner.. Gow mind what Canscience
tells you; go hack home, try to be
good boys and-T will help you.”’

By this time ' the voice of Con-
science was falling 'on deaf ears. The
two boys were gazing down the road
with its trees and flowers, its foun-
tains of waters that sparkled and
bubbled like .the wine they had seen
a gentleman drink at the tavern. And
look at the beautiful fruit that hung
on the trees within easy reach. Oh,
Conscience and old croakers could
talk about the ‘‘awful road to Ruin’’
because they hadn*t been there, but
the road was lovely, nothing ‘awful
about it, and they meant to go. So

while "the voice ‘of Conscience grew

| Giant to destroy people. So all day

away. They hurried off because the |-

‘why he’d get to the bottom all the}

| long way . from one spring to the

ty.

They trembled with awful fear. All

‘ding away, Lazy and Dontcare start-
ed, hand in hand, down the hill on]
the road to ruin. ° -

As they went along they are the
fruit and pulled the flowers and
thought how foolish people were to
say it would hurt them, and they
didn’t believe there was any terrible

they ran’ along, or stopped to rest.
They ate the fruit and drank the
sparkling water that tasted like wine
and was better .than any water they
had ever drank. g
But bye and bye the road became
darker, and -there were stones that
hurt their feet, and the fruit did not
taste so nice and sweet as it had
yesterday, a little further on some
they ate - tasted < hitter; and once
some thorns tore their clothing and
pierced their flesh. They sat down
to rest for they were very tired.
Somehow - the trees . dand grass and
birds and flowers seemed less bright
and joyous. The boys looked back
half wishing they hadn’t come; hut.
lo ! as they turned the hill was oh,
so steep; and it looked all full of
rocks and brambles. If they went
back, oh, what hard work to climb
and climb that great hill. Where
were all the beautiful trees and the
gurgling brooks that were there when
they came down.

‘‘Oh, I don't want to climb  that
old hill,”" said Lazy, and Dontecare

much trouble. He didn’t care anyhow;
so looking down the rosd again - it
seemed ever so much nicer in eon-
trast to that steep
was 2 lot easier to go down that go
back, ‘so they went on.

Well now I couldn’t tell you all
the awful things that ‘happened . to
them, how - bitter the fruit became,
and how thirsty they got; because
the water was never water at all,
but just foamy and dark and bitter;

keep that awful dry thirst out of
their throats: Sometimes it was a

other so they were often very thirs-

Often when trying to sleep they
heard strange noises like wild beasts
-and saw strange shapes around.them
in the dark; when they were afraid
and covered their heads.

One day after they had travelled a
great way down the road, Consciences
appeared :Before = them. They were
more freightened - at her this time

cause she: looked ' truly awiful;
more crooked and dwarfted, and her
voice hurt them, it pierced .into their
hearts so. ‘She ‘told them if "they
would go back they could, it was not
yet' too late, but they would have to
be brave and toil and toil ‘to get up
the hill, some big rocks would have
to be moved they had grown so since
they passed over them. They loeked
back but ‘the - hill was far steeper,
and more terrible than ever, it real
ly seemed impossible to go back.

‘Lazy “said = he just couldn’t = and
Donteare said he wouldn’t so” poor’
Conscience disappeared with along,
long sigh® leaving ‘them to' their aw-
ful fate.. They were glad she had
gone; and looked around relieved then
fearing that she might come agiin
they ran as;fast as they could down

get entirely rid of her. It they had
not- been the wotst boys that ever
were they would have been brave
‘and would have climbed the hill even
if it was so terrible. ;
Back there at. the top of the hill
was almost home; and their parents
would be so glad to see them every-
thing would be. so comfortable ' and
nice again; but it was just as Con-
science had said; Lazy and Dontcare
never did.and never woyld: get back
Because they would never try to ov-
ercome the least little hit of diffi-
culty. ., =, < i
One ‘day they came in ‘sight of the
Castle Ruin. Oh but it was a great
dark, dismal place! Half tumbled
down, windows broken, bits; of stone
fallen off. the roof caving in; while
over it always hung a- thiek, black
cloud like ink; till not a particle of
sunlight could ever get in to bright-
en it. . 3
They shuddered as:they saw it. and
knew that this was . where “the ter-
rible Giant Destruction lived. So
there must be ‘a giant after all. Oh
how they wished they had not come.
How _they wished they ‘had listened
to the voice of conscience and turned
back before it was too late! They
stood there afraid to 'go and not
daring to turn back; because every
time they looked back now that aw-
ful hill of the road to Ruin was
steeper, rockier, blacker than ever.

at once they head a terrible roar
like thunder and the cold sweat of
terror broke out all over them.. Out
of the door came the giant, his slee-
py lids wide open and his fierce blood
shot eves glaring terribly. In  each
hand he held a struggling victim.
They were ragged dirty men with
breaths smelling like whisky = and
eyes blood-shot Hke the Giants. He
had been keeping them in a dungeon
of his castle,” torturing them every
day; and now he was going to throw
them into a den of such hideous, §is-
sing snakes, ' dragons, winged bats
and monsters as Lazy and Dontcare-
had never seen or dreamed.. ;
the doomed wretches as were.
thrown in.

the awful things, but the giant only
laughed. At last the monsters fast-
ened ‘their teeth and claws into the
poor wretches’  throats; they died
with one awful ghriek and the Giant
turned ‘to leave. He caught sight of
the two boys and the next moment
with one step he had them; a great
gate through which they had passed
Clanged behind them and they too
were his prisoners, o
“Huh 1"’ he growled ‘‘you are not
men yet, only boys. ¥ don’t often
destroy boys; but it won’t be long ;
you'll be men soon, them we'll see.”
At this  the 'boys tremblbd and
their knees Sank under them. They
tried to run, but once at the castle
Ruin they were doomed, there is. no

said neither did he, it was far too |

rocky hill, it |

till they had to drink and drink to |

than at -anything they had seen; be- |
much |

the hilP for a long time, Hoping to |-

It was awful to hear the shrieks of |

ften wondered | Ra
| what “them. Nobody but
Conscience’ knows and she will

al
ways: tell’ them. that the last she
saw of Laziness and Dontcare they
‘were going hand in hand along the
Road to Ruin. - .

TO SWING '
LINE NORTH
Memorial From Législam"ﬁ

Dominion' GovernmentIni-

tiative by A. B. Gillis

On the initiative ‘of A. B. Gillis,
M.L.A. the legisiature unanimously
adopted a resolution requesting the
Dontinion government . to have the
location of the C.N.R. line to Regina
changed so as to afford better facili-
ties for the people between the C.P.
R. main line and the:Reston-Wolse-
ley ‘branch. At present the proposed
C.N.R. railway runs very, close to
the C.P.R. branch. The sesolution is
as follows :

Whereas. the Canadian - Northern
Railway = surveyed a line . through
townships 12 and 13 from the east-

“ﬁ Canadian =
Reston D _ branch have sup-
s, Tacies, hengh S

Hway: facilities th the ¢
 tory covered by such oﬂ#nlwrvef

And 'whereas it is rumored that iﬁ"
is the intention of the Canadian Nor-

| thern to follow their original survey

through the said territory ; S

And whereas the construetion by
the Canadian ~ Northern ' railway
through and along such original sur--
Vey would deprive a large section of
the country. between the Wolseley
and Reston branch and the main !ine
of the Canadian Pacific railway of
proper railway facilities ;

And whereas | the = territory: which
would: be .so deprived has been for
several years  past -well settled Ly
Afarmers who have been most success-
ful in . the development of the resour-
ces of the district settled by them.

Therefore be it resolved that: this
Assembly do urgently call the ‘at-
tention of the Dominion government
to the rumors and conditlons atave
recited and request - them to take
such steps as may be necessary with
a view to securing such a change in
the location of the proposed hranch
of the Canadian Northern railway as
‘will meet = the requirements of the
community above referred to-

ern . boundary of the
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Rich Soil ;
Natural Irrigation
Bright Sunshine
Beautiful Scenery
‘Flowers Everywhere
Invigorating Air
Pare Water
Huonting and Fishing
Easy Work
Big Crops
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KOOTENAY FRUIT sweeps

' Fairs; for example, New Westminster Fair, October, 1906
Therefore KOOTENAY FRUIT Stands First in the British Empire

BRITISH UOLUMBIA FRUIT takes the highest awards at
London, England, Horticultaral Exhibitions. :

first prices at the British Colunmbia

. Our Ten Acre Farms are going fast. $100 deposit secures a tract
subject to investigation within a reasonable length of time.

Write us or rémit us at once

before it is too late
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F. E. MCGRAY,
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who wish to botrow money on easy terms.
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