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Meeting of Eastern Book Com
mittee fob 1876.—The Executive Book 
Committee wlll^meet in the Book Room, 
on Tuesday, 25th inst., at 3 p. m.

The General Book Comittee will meet 
in the Book Room on Wednesday, 26th 
inst., at 10 a. m.

Accounts have been forwarded to all 
the ministers and others having busi
ness with the Book Room for the year 
ending 31st March, 1876. We will be 
glad to hear from any who fail to re 
ceive theirs.

PRESTO !
Wtfhave hesitated in regard to pub

lishing a circumstance which recently 
occurred in Halifax, simply because it 
seemed so absurd and outrageous that 
we expected to see shortly some contra
diction of the statement. But it has 
not been contradicted. It has been 
confirmed. Quite a large number of 
school teachers of Halifax sent in 
their resignations one night recently, 
and next morning were on their way to 
Montreal. Our teachers, too ; teachers 
u^flfar sch<jols—our free schools of Hali
fax. They were not driven away. We 
did everything to make them happy ; 
gave them the most liberal share of our 
school taxes ; lauded them as the very 
best, most successful of our teachers ; 
reported their scholars as having the 
highest standing—in short, petted them 
exceedingly. For a time we even al 
lowed some little indulgences ; differ 
ing from the general community con 
siderably in the slight matter of reli
gious belief, we permitted them to use 
their own text books, catechisims, and 
to keep a little image here and there on 
view before their scholars. We did 
not always see those things, and when 
we did, we winked at them, meantime 
paying the teachers our money and 
furnishing their schools out of our gen
eral funds. But they have left us, and, 
if our own reports-»be true—the reports 
of our own Inspectors, that is—none 
can be found to equal them. In atten
dance, in scholarship, in behaviour 
their pupils excelled any under the very 
best teachers we could secure. And it 
was" so unvaryingly.

The teachers referred to were Chris
tian Brothers. We always regarded 
them as under the direction of the 
Roman Catholic Archbishop ; but wc 
find we have been doing His Lordship 
an injustice. He had no more to do 
with them than the Dey of Algeirs. 
They were foreigners, under the control 
of a FAnch Jesuit ecclesiastic ; while 
he was appeypth'they remained ; when 
he became offended they shook the dust 
off their priestly garments and de- 
-parted.

Here is a pretty state of things ! 
Matters are becoming more and more 
mysterious as regards Halifax schools. 
We have all along been engaged in a 
crusade against the Roman Catholic 
officials here, because they were using 
our school system for their own reli
gious ends, while the fact is they had 
no more control of the order of priestly 
teachers than we had ourselves. The 
Christian Brothers were doing Roman 
Catholic work simply, and when they 
could not do that they fled the city.

There are vacancies on the teaching 
staff of Halifax. No foreigners need 
apply.

for several years, we have felt that dis
honesty of a mset serions and reprehen
sible character, has been gaining on 
society in the quality of work perform
ed by our mechanics. We have been 
holding up professional dishonesty to 
shame—denouncing respectable pilfer
ing, and exposing the disgrace of the 
educated. It ia now time the attention 
of the pulpit, the press, and the plat
form were turned toward the working 
classes. How often have we heard the 
expression recently—“ I cannot trust a 
mechanic or a labouring man to work 
for me a single hour without watchful
ness.” As to the articles we buy for 
general and household purposes, it has 
become a proverb that no render should 
be trusted too far. Articles bought un
der the fairest promises are found to be 
but miserable substitutes, unless,, in
deed, the purchaser be an expert in the 
particular line of article by him ob
tained.

It was not always thus in the Pro
vinces. We had our own scorn for the 
deception of wooden nutmegs and 
manufactured hams. Now the sorrow
ful experience comes home to ourselves. 
More than our share we have had re
cently of crafty mercantile transactions 
and failures. Iniquity has stared at us 
from the windows of religious houses 
We have been indignant, heart-sick 
and despairing. But when we find the 
very foundations of society shaking, the 
integrity of our working classes giving 
way; the conviction of a rotten state 
of society begins to dawn upon us.

Has there been a single rebuke of an 
evil which almost every one deprecates ? 
We have not seen it, we have not heard 
it. While our mechanics are calling 
upon men in the professions to mend 
their ways, who demands from them 
that they mend their manufactures ? It 
strikes us this is a very important ele* 
ment in our social constitution.

MECHANICAL SHAM.
Perhaps there is no agency more dis

posed to take up a cry of grievance than 
the Press, and consequently we hesitate 
ta assert a fact which has often engaged 
out attention. Besides, our observation 
may not be confirmed by that of others. 
We may be the yictim of peculiar and 
not general circumstances. The coun
try may be more favoured in this, as 
many other respects, than the city. Yet,

THE LORD’S LABOURERS—TWO 
CLASSES.

First Class. “ They that go forth 
weeping.”—Not captives or bondsmen, 
mark you, but believers. More, they 
are privileged messengers—“ bearing 
precious seed,” yet they weep—go forth 
weeping. Possessed of all the comforts 
religion can bestow ; serving a good 
Master ; receiving holy recompense ; 
looking toward boundless joy and en
during blest companionship, they are 
yet troubled. Here surely is an anigma. 
Yes, and religion all through is enig
matical. Christ was an apparent con
tradiction in many things, but particu
larly in this—that the holiest and h ip- 
piestof beings had sorrow and solici
tude beyond all men. He who held 
most intimate fellowship with the Fa
ther—who had troops of angels ever at 
his command—who owned earth, the 
and hastened to the highest seat in 
heaven—was yet troubled, weeping iu 
secret and groaniug in spirit. In this 
one particular the disciples are like 
their Master. Sharing in his joys, they 
participate in his sorro ws. The nearer 
they approach God and partake of the 
richest experience, the more tearful and 
anxious they become.

What is the secret of their sorrow ?
“ Why not leave mankind to the con
sequences of their conduct? If they 
presume to reject the Gospel, let them 
perish ! Be it yours to deal with them 
faithfully ; to give full compensation 
for value received. Having laid before 
the world your convictions, leave the 
world to its choice. Having preached 
so many sermons and discharged other 
important functions of your office, draw 
your salary and end the transaction. 
Why harrass yourself and others per
petually over a matter which lies im
mediately between God and sinners r’’
It would be worth a fortune to any min
ister if he dared to accept this counsel. 
But to do so he must do violence to a 
sanctified passion which has taken pos
session of his heart. It is a part of the 
new nature of Christians. It is pro
duced by unselfishness, by taking a aew, 
tftep interest in others. While a single 
soul remains in sin, Ood will put it into 
some other man’s heart to think and pray 
for, and go in search of that sinner. Con
stituted as the world is to-day, faithful 
Christian laborers must carry with them 
a burden of soul-sorrow and anxiety. 
Though they appear to be paradoxical 
now in this respect, they would be a 
more complete contradiction if they liv
ed in perpetual, unbroken happiness. 
Life with them must be one of solici

tude for the salvation of mankind ; whe
ther death even will end this anxiety, 
may be questioned. To suppose that 
Heaven terminates the solicitude of 
saints for sinners would be to regard its 
experience as destructive of some of the 
best elements in our nature. Christ 
there is a Mediator—still feeling and 
pleading for sinners. The Scriptures 
d<vnot say that saints in glory plead 
for sinners ; neither do they affirm the 
contrary.

Second Class. “ They are not trou
bled as other men." No indeed ! What 
matters it to them that the world per
ishes, or that they are called to holy 
work and a glorious inheritance ? Do 
they not perform honestly a certain 
round of duty for a certain remunera
tion. The Church has given them hon
our ; shall they not wear it ? The 
world is full of fanatics—creatures of 
unrest, keeping society everywhere in 
agitation. As for them “ they are not 
troubled as other men ;” they faithfully 
sustain the dignity <$f an office whose 
highest object is to keep up a mutual 
good fellowship between mankind 
There is so much that is real and beau
tiful and enjoyable in life, that they find 
no heart to condemn any one, and no 
particular necessity for mental distress.

Question.—Which of these classes 
is the successful one ? — returning,
** bearing sheaves with them r” Who 
are the most honoured of God in 
building up Churches, extending mis
sions, renovating society, conquering the 
world ? In this respect as in others—
** Blessed are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted.”

Our Ifaffliah Letter.

ACT

A communication has reached us 
taking exception to “ A true story ” in 
the Christian Messenger of the 5th inst., 
which seems to have been (we did not 
notice it at the time) a reflection 
upon infant baptism. This writer gives, 
as a counter story, the ridiculous cir
cumstance of a baptism by immersion. 
We cannot insert letters of this class* 
Christians should be content to suffer, 
even in being misrepresented, rather 
than retaliate on a subject which al
ways excites more or less feeling. We 
hare written strongly ourselves on mat- 
tars of faith and practice ; but never 
in a spirit of revenge or recrimination.

The Canadian Methodist Maga
zine, after an absence of several months, 
is welcomed once more to our sanctum, 
The April number has articles from 
the Rev. J. Lathern, on the new Wes
leyan Hymn Book, Mr. Withrow o:« 
the Temperance question, Mr. LeSeur, 
on the Chariot of Fire, and other pieces 
of considerable merit. We understand 
the Magazine feels the pressure of hard 
times, being yet in its infancy. We 
hope to hear soon that it has complete- 
y thrown off all hindrances to prosperity.

The Messenger will not look upon us 
kindly. It now accuses us of ranting. 
There are several standards by which 
to judge of literary style. We are wil
ing, by the standard of the Messesnger 

—ever copious, elegant, cogent and lib
eral, in its treatment of subjects, to be 
set down as a ranter. And now will 
our neighbor be satisfied ?

PERSONAL. !
Israel W. Longworth,vEsquire, our 

Recording Steward, Truro, has been, 
we regret tohear, the subject of painful 
family affliction. He lost three child- 
dren by diptheria within a few days. 
These distresing cases should be al
ways remembered in prayer by the 
church.

Rev. A. S. DesBrisay has returned to 
his circuit, Bridgetown, in greatly im
proved health. His numerous friends 
will rejoice to hear this.

Rev. James England has been, by 
unanimous invitation of Pugwash Quar
terly meeting, requested to remain. 
After the gracious year ^enjoyed this 
was but natural. Mr. England is not 
decided, however, as to his providential 
course.

By letters from Mr. M. B. Huestis, of 
the Book Room, we learn that Bermuda 
is restoring him to vigour and health. 
He returns by the 5th of May. To him 
there are most amusing and instructive 
aspects of ecclesiastical and social life, 
some expression of which we shall pub
lish next week. He reports the brethren 
and cause as being in excellent con 
dition.

THE educatio

is working admirably in favour of the 
Church of England, and almost every 
arrangement that it permits, can be 
turned into an agency for the benefit of 
the clergy. The new scheme that is 
now being extensively worked is to 
throw the expense of a national school 
upon the rates, and thus make it nom
inally a Board school as far as its main
tenance is concerned, but for certain 
hours of the day the scholars are acces
sible to the clergyman for religious in
struction, and at other periods, Sab
baths, Ac., the buildings are entire.y 
in the control of the original proprie
tors. This is a very clever contrivance 
to avoid all monetary burdens, and yet 
retain all the control. The practice is 
being somewhat widely adopted, and 
until forbidden by new and distinct 
legislative enactment, there appears no 
remedy for the conscientious and ag
grieved rate payers. Our Educational 
Committee is on the alert and have pre
sented a memorial to the chief of the 
Department which has charge of the 
educational work, but although they 
were received with great courtesy, and 
listened to with patience, no remedy 
was promised or suggested.

DAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
in Wesleyan schools are ret strictly for
bidden to preach, and their names can
not appear on the circuit plans. The 
rule is not administered impartially as 
there are lay teachers and Readers in the 
English Church permitted to teach as 
licensed by the Government, and many 
connected with the Church of Rome 
who are not required to abandon all 
their preaching and denominational 
work before they can be engaged as 
Government teachers. The feeling of 
our people for some time has been in 
favor of the rule, as it appeared to pre
vent ecclesiastics and nuns from occu
pying those important situations, but 
as the matter is now worked, the prohi
bition is all on one side, and another 
memorial has been presented pleading 
for the abolition ot the rule, aud fair 
dealing to all. We are placed at a dis
advantage in this educational work. 
Our day schools in many instances are 
a very serious burden to our circuits, 
and we cannot multiply them to meet 
the requirements of our children ou ac
count of the expense. By our adhe
sion to denominational schools, we 
strengthen the hands of the clergy, and 
perpetuate a system under which we 
groan, and becomes inceasingly intol
erable year by year.

FLOGGIVG IN SCHOOLS 
has been a subject of earnest discussion 
during the past fortnight. The occas- 
was the trial of a schoolmaster for un
mercifully beating a boy, and destroy
ing in his wanton rage one of the poor 
’ittle fellows eyes. A sentence of penal 
servitude for five years has been inflict
ed, and the public opinion is in favour 
of the strong condemnation in which 
the Judge conveyed to the prisoner the 
measure of his punishment. It now 
appears from many letters in the papers 
that the practice of severe Hogging is 
quite common throughout England. 
The recitals of some who appear to be 
life-long sufferers are being published, 
and much indignation is felt at the bar
barity which is thus being dragged to 
light. Yet it is claimed by some that 
the discipline of schools cannot be main
tained without flogging, and many hard 
things said about the stubbornness and 
depravity of English boys, the which, if 
it meets the eyes of Canadian and Ame
rican readers will lead to form very 
strange opinions of the lads who are to 
become the men of the future. The 
contrast drawn will be very much in 
favor of your own bright hopeful boys ; 
and also the merits of the system under 
which they are taught.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

LETTER FROM OTTAWA.

March 31, 1876.
Mr. Editor,—The weather has been 

very stormy for the last two weeks, fully 
illustrating the truth of the old adage* 
“ March that comes in like a lamb will go 
out like a lion;” But again we have the 
soft sunny day, and the gentle south wind 
which will so-'n take aw iy the seven feet 
of snow which has kept the roads entirely 
impassable. The trains by some good 
fortune have made pretty close connection 
and good time during the stormy weeks.

A case has been entered against the 
Seminary of St. Suplice on behalf of the 
outraged “ Oka Indians.” One demandas 
§2,000 for the church, or that the Semin- 
aay shall build the church and have it 
completed within three months from the 
final rendering of judgment ; another de
mand is for §20,«OO damages. The esse 
is in the hands of men who will not let it 
die, and we may hope that justice will yet 
be done our red brethren of the forest

News has just reached the city of the 
illness of the Rev. C. Tupper, D.D.; great 
sympathy is felt here for him by numer* 
one families who have the benefit of his 
medical practice. The Baptists are just 
beginning operations at building a new 
chapel, the one they now worship in being 
altogether too small to hold the congrega. 
tions that gather to hear the talented and 
popular pastor, the Rev. A. A. Cameron. 
The estimated cost is §16,000. In onr own 
churches protracted services are being 
held with cheering results. Many are en
quiring “ Men and brethren, what must 
we do to be saved,” and are finding /but by 
believing in the Lord Jesus Chrikt their 
hopes are realized.

LETTER FROM BERMUDA.

LAY DELEGATION.
We are not yet in possession of the 

veritable document, containing the rec
ommendations of the Great Committee 
which met iu Loudon early in the year. 
They are to be forwarded to the Minis
ters a fortnight

REVIVALS.
Dear Editor,—The tidal wave of bless

ing that has rolled over the Nova Scotia 
Conference during the past year did not 
leave us pinvisited. Through every part of 
the Islands great grace has come down. 
The work began at Tucker’s Town, a part 
of the^St. George’s and Bailey’s Bay cir
cuit, .more immediately under my care. 
One morning in August last, a young 
cime to me in my study, desiring direction 
in the way of salvation. He had been a 
professor for years, but through the “fool
ishness of preaching” had been brought 
to realize that he possessed not. He was 
tearibly burdened with sin. Thanking 
God foj; this, I expounded to him the 
Word, and, pointing him to the wound of 
a crucified Redeemer, I bade him “ pray 
without ceasing,” thanking God for all 
he received, and asking in faith for more, 
till satisfied by awaking in the divine like
ness. A few days after, he came back and 
told me he had found his precious Saviour. 
Then and there we knelt and poured out 
our souls in thanks and praise. That 
dear young man did not hide his light un
der a bushel, but with burning love for 
souls at once began to work. Thus com
menced the work of grace in Bermuda 
We opened meetings at once in the Tuck
er’s Town church. Soon it was found 
that many more had recently been led to 
feel the burden of their sins. Our first 
ingathering numbered twelve. But God 
had greater things in store. A very

SHOWER OF BLESSING 

came down. Tucker’s Town bad becomeMeetings, for'private^ïuJÎandstudy! ! :1 ,oal sPiritual Ijatt|e"fidd’ a“d *he Prin<* 

and then for special deliberation during **eaee wa8 prevailing. We often sang» 
the time set apart iu the May District “ To Jesus I will go and be saved, and 
Meeting for purely ministerial matters.
It is rather premature for your corres
pondents, Mr. Editor, however well in
formed, to forward for publication any 
outline or abstract of a scheme for 
mixed confeiences, or Lay Delegation 
which yet remains so indemnité and 
chaotic»

THE NEW HYMN BOOK

is now offered for sale in all sizes, styles 
and prices. We have editions in good 
type at prices which are very reasonable, 1 
and in this respect the ne w enterprise 
starts hopeiully. The demand will be 
very great, and is certain to tax for a 
time, the producing powers of the Book 
Room. There is also a steady sale of 
the old book, and the question will have 
to be decided by societies and Trustees 
as to when and how the new version 
will be introduced. As so very few 
copies are yet circulated among our 
people, their verdict has not yet been 
heard, but notwithstanding all the able 
articles which have appeared in its fa
vor, there is at present a strong convic
tion that many hymns are retained 
which never were adapted for congrega

| every time there were some to come to 
! Jesus. The very caves, which abound is 
that picturesque part of the Island, be
came Bethels. Nignt and day they echoed 
the wrestling prayers of sinners seeking 
parden. The wave of blessing rolled on. 
Largely through ti e instrumentality of 
converts from Tucker’s Town, meeting* 
were opened at St. George’s, Crawl, Flatta 
Hamilton, Warwick, Somerset, and Port 
Royal. The ministers worked, the people 
worked ; and scores have professed the 
pardon of their sins. The addition to onr 
membership will not be so great at might 
be supposed, for most of the conversion* 
have taken place among the colored pop0* 
lation, and the British Methodist Epi»0** 
pal Church, being”a decidedly a colored 
church, will gather a large number into 
her own communion. Many will renta® 
with the Episcopalians. Such a merciful 
visitation as this has been is most cheer
ing to the Christian workers of Bermuda, 
for though these Islands are beautiful and 
sunny by nature, they are chilly religion»- 
ly. Cold formalism and exclusiveness
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