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my right hand. Thou shalt guide me by Thy ' in a future life.

ABANDONING FORTRESSES.

BY PROF. CALVIN E. STOWE, D. D.

The whole tendency of modern literature, as
regards the Bible and the truths of revealed
religion, is, to a great extent, destructive
rather than constructive.

Many things once stringently believed and
asserted with relation to these subjects, are
now denied by some of their warmest friends
and supporters, because they think other views
better and truer and more efficient.

Such a state of things is like the position of
an army shifting its ground. Its real strength
is the same ; ‘it only abandons old positions to
take up with new. Occasionally, however, in
effecting a wide movement a fort or fortress
may be inadvertently abandoned that ought to
be kept, because it is a position of permanent
value. g

There are many such in relation to the his-
tory and authenticity of different pohions of
the Bible, and some in regard to Bible teach-
ings.

For example, it is a very common assertion
now-a-days that the Old Testament contained
no recognition of a future life, that the doctrine
of future rewards and punishments was no part
of the working forces in the ancient Jewish
Church. This is asserted quite confidently by
skeptics who entirely repudiate the idea of any
Divine inspiration in the Old Testament, and
it is conceded by some reverent Christians who
have not caretully examined the facts of the
case. These latter suppose that by this con-
cession they exalt the great mission of Jesus
in bringing life and immortality to light.

But the question still remains: Is this true?
Is it true that the ancient Jewish Church of
God had no motive power except what was
derived simply from promises and threats in
relation to things in this life, and that the con-
sideration of a future Heaven and Hell did not
form part of the working force of a pious Jew,
before Christ appeared ?

No one was better acquainted with the theory
of the Old Testament, or the motives which
influenced the Old Testament saints, than the
Apostle Paul, and he asserts most explicitly
and emphatically that all the Old Testament
worthies, from Abel downward, were influenced
in all their lives by motives drawn from the
invisible world. Read the whole of the 11th
chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, espe-
cially verses 1-3, 14-16. It is impossible to
state the idea of retribution in a future life, as
a working force in this life, more strongly than
it is there stated.

Should it be =aid that Paul, perhaps, #as not
the author of the Epi:tle to the Hebrews, that
makes no difference as to the force of the argu-
ment, for that epistle is a part of the New Tes-
tament Canon; and the author of it, whoever
be might be, is a divinely inspired teacher in
regard to the meaning of the Old Testament,
as well as in regard to other points of Chris-
tian doctrine. And even if he had not been
Divinely inspired, his position and education
gave him peculiar advautages for knowing what
the New Testament really taught.

Now let us look at this matter a little more
closely.

The Apostle Paul was a Ilebrew of the
Hebrews, brought up at the feet of Gamaliel,
an enthusiastic scholar in all the literature ot
the Jewish Church. No man could be a better
Judge than he of what the working forces ot
the old Jewish and new Christian dispensations
were. The eleventh chapter of Hebrews sup-
ports at length the doctrine that the Church of
the Old Testament lived and worked not in
view of things seen and temporal, but of things
unseen and eternal. He says of all the patri-
archs that they confessed themselves strangers
and pilgrims on earth—that they sought a bet-
ter country, even a heavenly one. Moses, if
the same manner, choose to suffer affliction
with the people of God rather than enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season, esteeming the
reproach of Christ greater than the treasures
of Egypt, for he had respect unto the recom-
pense of the reward.

St. Paul represents the Christians ia his day
as surrounded by the whole ancient Jewish
Church as a great cloud of witnesses, Who had
mun the race of faith before them in the same
manner and by the same motives. Moreover,
to find what are the interior forces that move
the minds of men in a generation, we have
nothing more authentic than the published dia-
ries and writings of its representative men.
The biographies of President Edwards and Dr.
Payson lay bare in their diaries the motives by
which not only they but all the Christians of
New England acted. They show the truths by
which they sustain their spiritual conflicts amid
the various trials of life.

We have in the Bible (in the Psalms of
David) the diary of an Old Testament believer
lying bare the throbbings of his soul, the
reverses and trials of his spiritual life, and
showing the truths to which he tlew in the hour
of temptation.

In the 73rd Psalm we have the perplexity
and sorrow of a good man, who looked at pros-
perity and adversity simply in the light of this
life, but afterward in the light ot eternity. In
the first view David confesses an utter distress
ad perplexity. He is conscious of a humble,
arnest, faithful following of God, and yet he
# afllicted and chastened. He sees around
him arr »gant, haughty, worldly men, careless
of God, and living in disregard of His laws,
%ho are enjoying prosperity and ease. He
tnfesses that in view of these things he was
fill of doubts and skepticism. He bhad doubts
o God that he dared not express to his fellow-

kelicvers lest he should grieve and distress

%em. < When I thought to know this,” he

Rys, ‘it was too painful for me.”

How did David get relief from this? I
went to the sanctuary of God,” he says, *‘ and
then T understood their end.” He saw, was
“"ghv. in the instruction of the sanctuary that

prosperity was as a dream that should

z’;:"f at death. He saw them entering anotbcr
tcrr'onr‘ desolation and utterly consumed with
‘umu:c'll\ltructcd and humbled, he Yould

A, his Teacher and Invisible Friend,
#nd say, 80 fus)ish was I and ignorant, I was
# beast beforg Thee, Nevertbeless 1 am cons

counsel, and afterwards receive me to glory. |

is none on earth that I desire beside Thee.  other texts in future numbers of your paper.
My flesh and my heart faileth, but God is the |

strength of my heart and my portion FoR- life in another world.
EVER.

saw beyond his age; it was the experience!

which he was taught by the ¢‘ sanctuary teach-
ings” of his day. Like any modern Christian,
David went to the sanctuary as a learner, and
there he learned that a reward of ineffable joy
awaited the righteous in a future state, and a
doom of unspeakable terror the wicked. He
learned that God was a Teacher, that the afflic-
tions and sorrows of this life were his discip-
line, that eternal glory was to be the end of
this teaching. David, no less than Paul, could
say, *‘ Our light affliction which endureth for a
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory, while we look not
at the things that are seen, but at the things that
are not seen.” The Christian in David's time
looked to God not merely as the refuge from
temporal trouble and the giver of temporal
prosperity, but as his portion for ever.

In the same manner, in the 17th Psalm,
David asks to be delivered from ‘* the men of
this world which have their portion in this life,”
whom he describes as living in the abundance
of worldly prosperity, and adds, with regard to
himself :—

As for me, I will behold thy face in righteous-

ness. I will be satisfied when I awake in thy like-
ness.

—Christian Union.

From the Pittsburg Advocate.
THE TRUE MINISTER OF CHRIST.

character. His worth to the world is beyond
the ministry, and in deep, earnest heart-sympa-
thy with the spiritual welfare and happiness of
his fellow-men, the pulpit he fills is indeed a
throne of power and a blessing to the world.
Of such an one Cowper may truly say—

The legate of the skies ; his thame divine,

His office sacred, his credentials clear.

By him the violated law speaks out

Its thunders ; and by him, in strains as swect

As angels use, the gospel whispers peace.”

The genuine minister of Christ is in the very
nature of the case a man of deep and unaffected
piety. To suppose that God would call any
other than men of this class, is at once contrary
to all the ideas we have either of his character
or of the nature of the gospel ministry. In
Jeremiah’s day he said to Israel, ** I will give
you pastors according to my own heart, which
shall feed you with knowledge and understand-
ing.” Before the disciples were started out on
their great world-redeeming mission, they were
required to ‘‘ tarry at Jerusalem until they
were endowed with power from on high.” It
was not until the Spirit's plenary baptism came
down upon them that they were fully qualified
for their work. The true minister of the Lord
Jesus preaches a gospel to the people, the verity
and personal blessedness of which he knows
and feels most intensely in his own heart. His
«own happy experience of its transforming, sav-
ing power enables him to offer and recommend
it to his dying fellow-men. With such an ex-
perimental knowledge of the transcendent im-
portance of Christianity to the world, in con-
nection with the terrible consequences attendant
on its rejection, such a man must preach from
the heart to the hearts of his hearers. No gift
of genius or eloqueance, no array of learning,
can compensate for the absence of deep, heart-
felt piety in the personal representation of Jesus
Christ in the pulpit. Unless the preacher have
near and close fellowship with the Master, in
vain may he hope to do anything in his vine-
yard. About him there must be a moral power,
a spiritual magnetism, that tells on all who hear
him in the pulpit and who see him in the pas-
torate. Dryden described the real ambassador
of Christ when he said,—

In the accounts given of the preaching of
Christ, we do not find that the most terrible
and graphic language in regard to the suffer-
ings of the wicked and the joys of the good
after death, appeared to produce on his hearers
any of the surprise and excitement of new doc-
trine never before heard. There is evidence
in abundance that the Rabbis, the religious
teachers of the day, were in the habit of dwel-
ing on both these themes with great minute-
ness and power, so that there was through all
the community a substratum of faith on this
subject.

The resurrection of the dead and the final
judgment, with the separation of the righteous
and wicked, were powerfully and explicitly
taught by the prophet Daniel (xii., 2), and
appeared to be as much an article of general
belief in the time of Christ as it is now. The
Sadducees came to him with their cavils and
objections in regard to these things, and Christ
answered them just as any minister now might
answer any skeptic on these subjects. The
*“ sanctuary” teachings with regard to the
rewards and penalties of a world to come
appear to have been unvarying from the time
of Abel and Abraham and Moses and David
downward to that of Christ.

It is true there was a difference among Old
Testament saints, just as there is now among
modern Christians. Some clung to this life and
looked on death in its material aspects as the
close of all activity and enjoyment here. King
Hezekiah, when threatened with instant death,
had not then the same exultant joy in view ot
a future life that David had. But this was no
more inconsistent with the full belief of the
joys of a heavenly state than the reluctance of
good Christians in our times to die is evidence
that they do not believe in heaven.

“ His prsaching much,but more his practice wrought,
A living sermon of the truths he taught.”

The true minister of the sanctuary is an
earnest man—one who feels that he has immor-
tal interests to look after, and that he must do
it with an urgency and zeal befitting such vast
interests. His work absorbs every faculty and
power; all the resources of his intellectual and
spiritual being are brought out and expended
in it. With such awiul dependencies on his
ministry—the destinies of eternity hanging fear-
fully on the issue—it becomes him indeed to be
an earnest, live man. He dare never forget,
while standing in the holy place, that he is there
to beseech men ** in Christ’s stead to be recon-
ciled to God.” **Knowing the terror of the
Lord "—Heaven's unalterable purpose to punish
the wicked by doomiug them to eternal deatl—
he persuades men. Strangely out of place is
that man who carries into the pulpit no earnest
sense of the responsibility attaching to his utter-
ances and appeals there; who feels not tremu-
lously over the tremendous fates that are to be
fashioned and determined by his preaching.
The sooner such a man quits the walls of Zion,
the better tor his own safety and that of his
fellows. The earnest conscientious Baxter—
and what a model of a preacher he was !—said
on this subject :

Some excellent mén and active Christians
have great physical vitaliveness. They love
life and love to live, and do not wish to die.
This was eminently a characteristic of the late
Dr. Beecher. If at the time he was in full
career during the great revival in Boston it had
been suddenly annonnced to him, as it was to
Hezekiah, that he should die and leave all this
work, he would have mourned and prayed in
bitterness, as Hezekiah did ; and had a reprieve
come he would have rejoiced in the same man-
ner. Hezekiah was a vigorous man in the
prime of his days, who was carrying on a great
reformatory work, and naturally enough he
wanted to stay and see it through; and when
permission was granted we hear him saying in
ecstasy, ‘‘ For the grave cannot praise thee,
death cannot celebrate thee. The living—the
living, he shall praise thee as I do this day.”
Now it would be just as proper to infer from
Dr. Beecher's great unwillingness to die and
leave this world in the time of his activity, that
he knew nothing of the joys of heaven or did
not believe in them, as to make the same infer-
ences from the same feeling in Hezekiah.

The fact is that the physical nature always
shudders at death, and the language ot the
Bible sometimes expresses merely the physical
dread, and not always the higher mood of faith.
To suppose that the Old Testament saints
did not walk by the faith of a future state is to
suppose them below many of the thoughtful
heathen of antiquity. With Plato, Cicero,
Socrates, and others, that belief was a motive
and a power—how much more with those whose
advantage was, as Paul states it, * that to
them were committed the oracles of God.”
Furthermore, we are to remember that the
Jews who reject Jesus are a numerous, vigour-
ous, living nation, and that they did oot get
their theologies from Jesus.

With one voice and united energy every Jew
upon earth would repel the charge that their

“ 1 preached as never sure to preach again,
And us a dying man to dying men.”

The real minister of Christ is a man of di-
rectness and sharp points in his preaching. He
has no truces to make with sin or compromises
with sinners. He deals largely with sharp-
edged tools. *‘ Cry aloud and spare not” is
the order of the Master and the rule of his
ministry. ‘* Thou art the man ! " he fecls it to
be his stern, solemn duty to say with Nathan-
like directness to every offender against the
divine law. The disease of the heart must be
probed to the quick or there is no cure for it.
Compared to him how ignoble and unworthy is
the man who, with dying men and undying in-
terests before him, preaches to please the ears,
gratify the carnal heart, and win the empty,
hollow applause of men ? And yet there are
such men in the pulpit—men whose highest ob-
ject would seem to be attained in the mere in-
tellectual or oratorial entertainment of their
hearers. Even men of fancy and jest claim to
speak in the character of ministers 1 our day.

ancient religion contained no teaching drawn | Sensationalism and semi-boffoonery are get-
from the motives of an eternal lifte. What else | ting in many places to be regarded as quite

the thing to be desired—‘*a consummation

most devoutly to be wished " by morbid tastes

and unspiritual hearts. Unutterably sad is the

thought that mortal man, standing up professed-

ly in the name of Jesus Christ in the sacred

desk, with guilty, eternity-bound souls before

him, can indulge in fancies and tricks to please

men who are only an ** inch-high above the

grave.” To such bas it been well said:

« Tis pitifal

To court a grin, when you should win a soul ;

To break a jest, when pity would inspire

Pathetic exhortation ; and to ad

The skittish fancy with facetious tales

When sent with ’s commission to the heart.”
« I never feel satisfied with a sermon,” ex-

claimed a great divine, ** unless I know I have

hit somebody.” He was right, reader. Preach-

ing is for that purpose in the design of the

Great Head of the Church, The true preacher

had they in the long ages of their terrible per-
secutions ?

It would be perfectly easy to shew by ex-
tracts from Jewish theology that the most ela-
borate teaching with regard to heaven, hell, the
day of judgment, and the final awards of the
righteous and the wicked, have been a part of
their theology ever since they have bad exist-
ence.

It is not to be forgotten that Christ himself
asserts most clearly that the doctrine of the
resurrection or of the future life (for in the
Jewish theology the two terms were entirely
synonymous) was virtually taught by Moses,
Matt. xxii., 31-82; Mark xii.,, 26-27; Luke
xx., 36-38; snd nutwithstanding all the mang-
ling by modern writers, the passage in John
xix., 26<27, still stands i ijts original simpli-
{city ao unshaken proof of wa Qld Testament

! ! I should like very much, with your permis-
Whom have I in heaven but Thee ? and there sion, to give an exposition of these and some

Nations, it is true, as such, have no future
National retribution
must be in this world, the Jewish and all others. | sciences of dymng men; push the battle to the

Here we have the working force of the Old The great source of the mistake which I have
'.I‘eua.mem Church in the time of David. This endeavoured to expose has been the confound- | seek to win for Jesus and for heaven.
is not the exceptional experence of one who |ing in the Old Testament threats and promises, |
of the national with the individual ; the thee

and the thou in Deuteronomy and the Prophets
are generally mational, not individual, as I
should like to have the opportunity of proving.

The true man of the Pulpit is indeed a noble

all reckoning. Called of God to the work of

“ There stands the messenger of truth; there stands

tinually with Thee. Thou hast holden me byldoctrine ot the resurrection and a retribm.ionlw never speak for his Master without hiffing

‘mmebody. Far better had he do this than to
win the plaudits of a ‘- splendid sermon,” or a
magnificent performance ” from men. Be close,
pointed, and heart-rending, O, man of God, in
vour preaching. Let the clarion of a faithful,
carnest gospel ring in upon the hearts and con-

| gate in the interest of the precious souls you

|« Btir men as by a trumpet’s call,

Utter fo th the oracles of heaven !
|  Earth gives back the echoes as they fall :
Rouse the world’s great heart while yet the day
Breaks life’s slambers with its blessed ray,
For the night cometh.”

REPOSE IN CHRIST.

Can earth contain a greater bliss,
A holier, dearer joy than this,
To have in Christ a friend ?
To know His care, to see His face,
In each event his love to trace,
As gentle dews of heavenly grace
Upon the soul descend.

They bid life's vexing cares depart,

And peaceful trust pervades the heart
That doth in Christ repose.

Our follies, faults and sins forgiven,

The darkest cloud by light is riven ;

We have a foretaste here of heaven;
Its golden gates unclose.

Our rich inheritance seems near;

The stars of Faith serenely clear
Upon our being shine.

A rest unknown before we find :

Pure aspirations fill the mind ;

We see the uplifted cross entwined ;
With beams of light Divine.

A glorious promise, full and free,

That ‘* where Christ is we too shall be,”
Who have his name confessed,

Points upward to a happier clime,

A life eternal and sublime,

Beyond the changing scenes of time,
Where weary ones find rest.

O hope Divine! O life above!
Bought by a Saviour’s matchless love ;
We bless His grace which flows
In *“living waters” fountains free!
Where all who will may ransomed be.
And, blest throughout eternity,
In Christ our Lord repose.
—Watchman and Reflector.

ARE YOU SAVED?

“What must I do to be saved #”” “ Believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”
Acts xvi., 30. 31.

My Dear friends: I wish to speak plainly jto
you to-night.
question—Are you saved? Whether you are
young or old, rich or poor, learned or ignorant,
prince or peasant, since there is a heaven of in-
finite blessedness, and a hell of eternal woe, 1
ask you—Are you saved? On which road are
you traveling? Whither are
Brethren your souls may be lost. A lost soul.
Terrible words! Why, if the sun were to
“¢ veil his light, and the moon her brightness ;”
were the ocean to be covered with mourning,
and the heavens with sackcloth; or, were the
whole fabric of nature to become animate and
vocal, would it be possible for her to utter a
groan too deep, or a cry too piercing, to ex-
press the magnitude of such a catastrophe ? But
thank God! there is hope !

I want to ask you a very solemn

you bound?

1. Let me show you what salvation is. It is
not an offer. It is soinething more than that.
God does not say. * Now, if you will do halt
of it, I will do tho rest.” No! God’s salvation
is a finished salvation. He has laid help upon
One that is mighty, and he has done all! He
has paid the uttermost farthing that His people
Owed! It is a great salvation. ‘‘Great,” be-
cause planned by a great Jehovah; ‘¢ great,”
because secured by the precious blood of Christ ;
«« great,” because applied by the resistless
Spirit ; ** great,” because it pardons great sins ;
« averts great woe, and blesses a great multi-
tude!” It is a salvation from the guilt, domin-
ion aud consequences of sin, I say from the
dominion of sin, for it ‘‘ shall not have domin-
ion over you;” and from the consequences, for
the ‘¢ soul that sinneth, it shall die I Tt is also
a salvation from death. Clirist conquered death,
which is, tothe believer, but the shadow of
death ; the “ shadow ” of a lion cannot hurt,
and so all whotrust in Jesus shall triumphantly
meet the last enemy, and come off more than
conquerors through Him that loved them !

2. Let me now speak of the blessings of sal-
vation. First—there is pardon. The cry goes
up to God in the beautiful words of David in
the fifty-first Psalm—** Wash me.” God says,
*“Thy sins are forgiven thee.” My anxidus
hearer, may God give you grace now to send up
the prayer—Wash me! When Satan tempts,
pray—Wash me! When doubts arise, pray—
Wash me! When earth recedes and eternity
appears in view, pray—Wash me! Time flies,
so I can but mention the other. Many and
various they are. Such as accessto God as a
Father, present peace, eternal preservation, ete.
And now a word on,

3. The importance of salvation. 1st* You
are lost! You are not about to be lost—but
you are lost now! Eph.ii, 1,3, etc. Then
in the next place,you are immortal! ‘ All men
think all men mortals but themselves,” says
Young, and I am persuaded it is so. Immor-
tality is our birthright. ‘* Dust thou art—to
dust returnest,” was not spoken of the soul.
Then remember there is afjudgment awaiting
you. Read Matt. xxv. Unless indeed Christ
has been judged for you, and then you shall not
« Come into condemnation.” And now, bre-
thren, let me add another word. Let me ask
you, Are you saved? Oh! if you could ondy
know how earthly glory and®honor pales when
reviewed on a death bed, or at the comeing of
the Lord. I am sure you wonld begin to think
about your eternal hopes. You have a house
for your body, have you a home for your soul?
You have built a tent ou earth, have you a
tabernacle above? Are you saved? Don't
turn round and think it a very nice question for
your neighbor, but put it to yourself—Am I
called? Am I saved? Do I love the Lord
Jesus? And may the Holy Spirit, whose alone
is the power and the glory, fix that question as
a nail in a sure place.—Gilead’

JOHN NELSON'S LAST FIGHT

ley began to preach in that locality, How fa
the preaching of Wesley and Whitefield con

tributed to the extension of the city northwards,

and to the erection of houses around the Foun
A little more
thae a century ago the square was laid out an

dry we will not stay to enquire.

the houses erected. Since then many of the

most holy, most useful, and most benevolent

helpers of Methodism, have been residents ir

its mansions, long accounted palatial.  But we

| linger for a moment at, the square during its

| 2 .
transition state. As the writer was
| day on the broad pavement of that square,

| porting the

walking one

| cliffe, then nearly fourscore years and ten, that
holy man of God paused, looked up at the tall
houses, waived his hand gently round, and said,

« My friend John Nelson helped to build these | mos awrvelously growing nations. ‘i - R .
{ - o e P g | ROSEAMIVLIONaCY: BROWING, Bations, and we re- | 1780 American Methodists had 8 Book Stewar
| houses, and long he was employed in preparing | joice to draw ¢l

|the stonework used in the erection.

| square he often went to preach in the Foundry
at five in the morning, and after he had done
| The battle was on this

| work at wise.
He was a powerful man, stoodl

night.
\ six feet out of
his shoes, and inereased his strength by his self-
He had fought many a
battle, and mostly conquered, but e had then
fight

at work one day,

«l(-n'\'in;_' mode of life
long ceased to with carnal
Hard he was aceosted by
was Nelson.
der remarked, ‘ They call me the Essex giant:
I have heard that you can fight, and am come
to see which is master.’
moved on as before, whilst the challenge is pro-
posed in every possible form.
attention of many of the workmen was arre sted ;
but Nelson's reply to the intruder was—* Be
quiet and let me alone.’
his clothes, the giant urged the strite, and was
backed by the workmen around tillhe was coa-
strained to put his hand upon the arm of the
diligent mason.  Feeling the old bane arise so
l»mwrl'nll.\‘, Nelson again urzed his assailant to
Arresting Nel-

son's arm in his work, and the fury of the spirit

be quiet, and let him alone

which urged the giant onward becoming unbear-
All

eyes were fixed on the two stalwart men stand-

able—John Nelson paused for a moment.

ing face to face, one mad with ficndly rage, the
other strong in the power of the Almighty, and
in an instant Nelson seized the giant by the belt
of his breeches, held him up in mid-air for some
minutes, shaking him with an ease and power
which astonished the bystanders ; then asking
him if he had enough, let him fall to the ground,
and he slank away humbled, cowed, and asham-
ed, 1l|-|u:\rlin;_' amidst the taunts of the work-
Father Sutelif

The next time Nelson preach-

men,”  Such in snbstance was
fe's narrative.
ed he had more of his fellow-workmen to hear
him than if the bellman ‘had announced the ser-

\‘il't’.

CANADA CONFERENCE.
THE MEETING IN RICHMOND SIREET CHURCH

FOR THE RECEPTION OF DELEGATES FROM

OTHER CONFERENCES,

An immense congregation met in Richmond
Street Church, on Thursday cvening, to hear
Rev. Dr. Lindsay,
Rev. Dr. Lowry, the Delegates from the Gen
eral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church in the United States, and other visitors.

the addresses of the and

The members of the Conference ocenpied  the
centre pews, and the congregation the side
pews and gallery.  The Conference was open-
ed by the President giving out the 636 hymn.
After which the Sccretary read the 72d Psalm,
and Rev. R. Jones led the congregation in
prayer.

Mr. Punshon addressed the audience with his
He saul

We are met, as the Conference, to receive

characteristic power and eloquence.

and welcome brethren from other Conferences:
and you have liberally invited  your fi iends, to
attend this The
General Conference of the Mecthodist Church
will be read, after which the brethren from that
body will say what is in their hearts to say. It

session, address

our fathers arc permitted to look down from
upon us this night, with what joy will they look
upon the present gathering, and the purposes
which bring us together.
among us—whose eyes are not yet dim—who

There are some
can remember the fathers who have gone hefore,
and they can connect the present with the past:
and as long as we are permitted to keep the
great trust committed to us so long will Metho-
dism fulfil her mission.  If ever <hould
come a time when the Church should torget her
true work, a time when hide
Cross behind the folds of ecclesiastical drapery

there

she should
or orn:unwm;nl arc hiteeture, then mi_'hl Ichabod
be written on her borders, the glory is depart-
ed from Israel. Dut | think
that I am in the midst of Lundreds of ministers,

am rejorced to

who are determined to offer gheir life, their

soul, their all in the maintenance of the testi-
mony which saved our fathers in their barba-
rism, and which can save oni children in then

sinful refinements.

t1 )
this ¢y

I am not here to make a speech

T am here to fulfil an easy and a pleasant

I esteem it a great privilege to introduce to you
my honored brethren—** the lines have fallen

to me in pleasant places,” and you will find be-
fore long—although I am no prophet—that
their sayings have the ring of the truc: metal

The President then called upon the Scere-
tary, to read the address of the General Con-
ference. This fraternal address is as lollows :

« The Conference of the Methodist Lpiscopal
Church in the United States of America ty
the "u,{y),r-u: of the We -"(:/v'./ Methodist
Church in Cunada :

EVEREND AND Deanr Fatners aNo Dre-
THREN,—We greet yon in the Lord. May

grace and mercy and peace from God the Fa-
ther, and from the Lord Jesus Christ be ever-
more your rich inheritance.

It was with fraternal delight that we received
your official letter, and listencd to the amples
oral statements by vour honored Representa-
tive, Rev. Egerton Ryerson, D. D., L. L. D..
of your affairs and great prosperity. We are
filled with the joy of your suceess. The
of Methodism everywhere is the cause of Christ,
and being such we cannot but expect its sure

cause

e e -

and permanent prosperity. What is sometimes | ted and entranchised freedmen are in a condi-
defined tl issi

the spreading of

1 of

{ Methodism, namely, | tion of great prosperity. QOur appropriations
Scriptural boliness over these | for missions has reached the amount of $1,(00,-
lands, must still be prosecuted by you and by { 000, Among the notable events of our present
t King of the Jews, so mysteriously | quadrenial is the purchase and fitting up of the

ed on Mount Calvary, shall reign in the | Mission and Publishing House in New York
declared glory of His power over all these | at an expense of £1,000,000. Our Education:
| western .l:m-.) When we survey our broad | interests have been rapidly developing during
1 ;'\“h"‘ and territories, and your mighty Provin- | the past few years. We h..“\ 3 Theological Se-
icva peopled through so many thowsands of miles | minaries. These institutions have each received
| by various tribes of men, our love of souls is \princely gifts from their patrons. Universities

r

! kindled into a divine ambition of conquest which

up-

\
arm of the venerable Joseph Sut-

|
weapons.,

man as tall as himself, aod asked if his name [answer to Christ’s prayer, ‘that all his people
Assured of his identity. the intru- [ may be one

e vl :
I'he mallet and chisel | the Father hath sent him.

By this time the

Throwing ofl part of

from the |

the summits, where they now enjoy such glory |

the |

claims these empires for our Lord. Shall not the
last be first, and North Amenca enthrone the
* | Christ that is to be before that older world, to

which he came in person, has awakened to the

import of His advent.  We are quite convinced

that Methodism, in the purity of its doctrines
and the simplicity of its agencics, is especially

[ adapted to the work of evangelizing those new,

oser and closer the bands of

In this . . hiel

! brotherhood which pledge us to the common .

| ) .y . le. and fr ) ; ) I 5 borrowed.
square he fought his last battle, and from this | work, and guide us to a common vigor.

| \
is an age ol catholicity he hitle
'| in organization and in operation which  exist
| among various bodies of Methodist disciples, to

some of which vou have alluded to in a former

differences

letter, are of no account whatever as occasions
of antasonizing action, o even of abated: love.
Indecd, we rejoice to witness that almost
niversally  prevailing tendeney  to- a closer

mion amone all of Christian name, which is the

, and the assurance that men, more

| and more appreciating the Divine solvent of all
\n:uu:.tl hostilities, will admiringly believe that
We all who

and yet, Brethren,

ll'\(‘
[love our Lord in sincerity ;
ye are spiritually, and by ecclesiastical genea-
l()i_’.\ \'Inl)t‘l"i{\”'\', our L“I!lll('“.

We thank you for your kind expressions of
sympathy with us in our recent national dis-
tress. It has been pleasant to us even to recall
| the mournful days of darkness and of blood
when we are thus assured that brotherly regard

is often, as 18 ever the ** great Father's com-
fort, nearcr and tenderer than we are aware.”

You remind us of our great peculiar duty as
markcd out by the defining hand of Providence.

We are not unmindful of the large demands
upon us, and we shall hope with God's blessing
to advance aggoressive l_\‘ into the regions which
are now to be strangely opened to our efforts,
and to aid at last in the spiritual disenthral-
ment of their people

The reviews of our Centenary Jubilee has
made us and <ome of onr neighbours to under-
stand  better than before our  elements  of
strength and omr resonrees and the abundant
thank-offerinezs of our people  have ;;rv.'\ll.\
strengthened us in the improvement of our
church property, and in the inereased endow-
ment of oar literary institutions

We are

(uadrennium, to perfect the adaptation of our

endeavouring, with ecach passing

agencies to the great work before us, cherish-
ing with prudent conservation the spirit and
main features of the original Wesleyan Soci-
eties, adopting from time to time such vari-
ations in form and modified dire@#ion of acti-
vities as seem to us to promise an increasing
cflicieney among the ever-changing incidents of
our comlition,

And now, brethren, we invite you in that
Ever-adorable Name to unite with us in a new
serics of more vigorous endeavors to push for-
ward the grand conquest Those achievements
of which loved to

tell, when pioncer itinerants rode with  and

of past years, our fathers
before the van of advancing ecivilizatiop-into
our western and vour northern wilderness, will
shame us if we do not maintain their work, and
even surpass their zeal,

We say not this in the way of admonition
unto you; but, improving the memory of a
common past, we would inflame our own hearts
| by speaking thus to you.

We commend unto' you, our dear brethren

':m'l faithful fellow-labonrerd, who will, by our
.:1]-]»1:.:11:1|<'I|L and God's  permission visit you
[ to declare with living voice our living love, and
| who will make you know more fully our cqndi-
‘ tion.

: tity us wholly, and

And, now, may the God of peace sane-
preserve us blameless unto
tlln' coming 6f our Lord Jesus Christ.
Signed on behalf and by order of the General
| Conference.
Epmusp S, Jaxes, President.

Wu. L. Harris, Secretary.

Chicago, June 2, 1869.

A resolution expressing the satisfaction of
the addre

| the Conference at ss of the General

| Confercnee, and appointing  the Revs. Dr,
[ Rverson, Dr. Nelles and Dr o Douglas to pre-
| pare a reply, move d by Dr. Green, and second-

ed by Dr. Evans, was cordially adopted

| br. Lindsay was then introduced to the Con-
|
|

ference, and was received with great enthuosi
asm. He ~;|§V‘m' as loll
Mr. President. Fathe aned Drethren
We bring vou to-ni he fraternal greeting
hureh

{Ul the General Conference of the M. E. (¢
fof U.S. A

It gives great pleasure to stand hefore al
g i

of our ministers, and ofler to them the co

This |

.| as a scholar might wish to die, with his books

Colleges, 23; 183 Professors ; 5,200 Students.
Academies, 85; with 504 Institutions; 14,100
Stadents.  Property of Literary Institutions,
£10,000,000.  As a Church, in our educational
and literary movements, we have always aiméd
to be true to the precepts of our great founde:
Mr. Wesley was the first to endeavor to diffuse
literature among the masses—"* Simplify re’
gion and every part of learuing.” As early

The only capital of the Book Concern was $¢
Its present capital is more tha
[ #1,000,000. And an elegant and spacious
building in the great business thoroughfare of
the commervial metropolis of this continent,
furnishes accommodation for our publishing
and Missions. Wo speak in no spirit of boast-
but with gratitude to Almighty God who
has given us such unbounded facilities for
spreading Scriptural holiness throughout the
world. You doubtless are aware that, in com-
mon with many Christian Churches, we are de-
sirous for a closer union of those who have the
same creed, sing the same hymns, and in the
main have the same form of church goverament,
Our last General Conference appointed a Com-
mission to confer with Churches that might de-
sire this closer union. As a nation, we are re-
joicing that a large class emancipated by our
civil war gre now enpurchased by the sense of
justice on the part of the people. The 15th
amendment to our constitution forever removes
at the polls all distinction on account of color.
And with the legislature which is now being
perfected to carry out its provisions, will effec-
tually remove that foul spirit of caste which
has for so long been our reproach. ‘We have
fully learncd, 1 think, the sublimity of Paul's
words on'Mars Hill, * God hath made of one
blood all nations to dwell on the face of the

earth.”

Your honored and'eloquent President in most
fitting words, alluded to the bereavemeat under
which, as a Church, we are mourning to-day.
Her foremost maa in scholarship, the genial, the
cloquent, the pure, John MceClintock. He died

and his students around him. He was buried
as & Christian might wish to be buried. Devout
wen carried him to bis grave and made lamen-
tation over him,

Edward Thompson, called to the highest po-
sition in our Church, discharged with singular
ability the duties of his responsible position.
Bishop Thompson died at his post, passing from
the session of one Conference to attead another,
he ceased at once to work and live.

Calvin Kingsley, who as he bade us ** good-
bye,” said, I trust to be able to see the whole
ficld of Methodism before I return. China
with its teeming millions, aud here and there a
Christian Church, India with its crowded po-

Bulgaria, Switzerland, Germany,
But he is not, God has taken him.
And in that Eastern shore of the Mediterra-
nean, near where his Divine Master walked and
talked, now rests the ashes of Bishop Kings-
ley. Yes, as a Church, we have been berea
ed.  This year, 1870, will be marked by us »
our year of mourning in the Church. Bui
though standard bearers fall others swing and
wave the colors. With the great fields of Chris-
tian activity before us as servants of a common
Lord,re member that our field is the world.” N
With the increased appliances tor the diffusion
of the Gospel with the concentrated wealth of
the Chureh, with the thousands and tens of
thousands of young men and women fitted for
Christian labor, should we not be permitted to
sce nations conqueréd for Christ. When Ne
son saw the French fleet forming in battle line,
he looked up and said, *“ I thank thee, O God,
for this great opportunity.” So ought the le-
ers of the Sacramental host of God's e¢li .
thank God for opportunities.

And now, Mr. President and Brethren, le
me add that I deem these mutual conferences,
the fraternal greetings which you bring to us
and we bring to you. The forces which will
tend to make not only Churches but nations
sec eye to eye to eye, md‘fu‘a to face. By our
common ancestors, by our common Protestant
faith, by the heroic deeds written in our com-
mon hiﬂur'\‘.

pulations.
Sweden.

The Rev. Dr, Lowry was then introduced
mnf?almke as follows :

Me. Presipext sxp Rev. FATHERS AND
seernrEs—We come to you by the will of the
General Conferenceof the M. E. Church. We
come not nu rrl_\ to execute a mission of fra-
ternal courtesy ; but in compliance with a Di-
vine precept, to wit: ** Let brotherly love con-

tinue.” We regarded the suthorized presence

{ syiopathy and co-operation of those called to al
| like holy voeation.
We received at our last General Conference

u hieazo, held in May, 1862, vonr honour ,1‘
representait e Ererton Ryerson, D. D |
{LL.D., and we- rejoiced in the knowledgse r'l

| vour great spiritual prosperity as a Church,
[ Since our last delegates visited your Confer-
| ence, Rev. ( Eiliott, DD, and Geo, Peck, D,
[ D., have left us. Dr has been 1
his home, alter a long life tive in the '
{migiary. e rests trom b During
ylh' past four vears t i ¢ of G 1 has |
been upon us asa Church. Our membership now
| numbers : Preachers  tras elline, 8,1%1; “our

preachers local, 9,509

1,298,958 ; S, S,

total, 18,380, Mem-
1,179,982

| value of churches and parsonages is about $34,-

|
| bers, scholars,

000,000, We are emphatically in an age of

church bLoilding. At no time in our history

{ have there been such efforts put forth to build

temples to the living God.  Asa nation's gran-

deur is not in its wealth nor in its armies, so a
! Church has its power not in cathedrals vast and
{ grand in liturgics, nor robed priests, *‘ Not by
{ might, nor by power, but by my Spirit.”  Our

missionary operations in ( hina, India, Africa,

Bulgaria, Germany and Switzerland, South

America in our land, and the newly emancipa- lis a glorious sense in which our oneness may be

, | cerity and affection, to assure you that all your
‘4-x|u\'.~.-iun~ of good will and attachment are

[exists to interrupt our fellowship, or even

and fraternpl greetings of your esteemed and
capable representative, Rev. Dr. Ryerson, as
a testimonial most grateful to us, that such love
exists on your part. Now in turn we come, it
may be with less ability, but not with less sin-

most cordially reciprocated by the Conference
Indeed so entirely
kind and appreciative are the sentiments of our

and Church we represent,

winistry and people towards you, that no words
of warmth which we may use can exceed the
Our people
cultivate and enjoy the feeling, that nothing

reality of their cherished esteem.

There are no
wrongs to be redressed—no differences to be
reconciled—no discourtesies to be apologized
for. Our mission, thetefore, is purely one of
friendship and love, We come simply to tell
you of our state—to see the evidences of your
prosperity—to commend your zeal and holiness

cngender a querelous spirit.

and to rejoice in your success. And it is our
fond hope that these periodic and representa-
tive communions may strengthen yet more aod
more the bands which already make us so near-
ly one. If by diversity of civil governments,
we cannot have unity of ecclesiastical adminis-
trations and connexional institutions, yet there

eivead R
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