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Tbst painful and uneonquerabla diesaar—Dip- 

tharia—bas «gain riailed thr village of Avoo- 
dale, and in iu progrès» lacerated many béait». 
The «rat aad bereavement it it now my painful 
doty to record was that of WlNDaoa, the belov
ed eon of Mr. and Mrs. LeLaahuer, aged nine 
years. This dear boy bad suffered much from 
this disease some two or three years ago, but a 
lew day. ago he was again visited with its ma
lignant influences, and after a short period o 
extreme .offering he died on the 25th of last
month.

Scarcely had this tittle boy been laid in his 
grave before his youngest brother Jobs, aged 
2 years, through the same affliction, followed 
him to the sprit world. He died on the 28th. 
And thus have these sorrowing parent» been 
called to part with die objects of their affec
tionate care and future hopes. Oh, that they 
may have grace to say, “It is,the Lord: let Him 
do what seemeth Him good."

But the angel of death soon again re-visited 
the Dale, and through the instrumentality of 
Diptheria, has laid his hand upon an much es
teemed young friend—Miss Loutal Mosher, 
daughter of Mr. Nicholas Mosher, 2nd; who 
died on the 7th insL, m the 18th year of her 
age. Our departed young friend, we have every 
reason to believe, died in the Lord. She had 
experienced the pardoning love o& God about 
eighteen months ago, hot being naturally unob- 
truaive and retiring m disposition, she allowed 
timidity to prevent her bearing testimony to the 
pleasing fact, and lie loo many others, thought 
she would wait until she bocasee stronger in the 
frith. The result in her earn wee as in thousands 
of others aha saw the inconsistency of others, 
had not availed herself of Christian communion, 
and consequently declined in religious consola
tion. In this state of mind she was met by this 
sod disease, when asked by her mother if she 
waa prepared to meet death, she said net now. 
She deeply regretted her unfaithfulness-to God, 
her neglect of Christian communion, and was 
moat anxious to have her friends unite in prayer 
with and for her. That Gracious Being who is 
the hearer and answerer of prayer did regard 
such united supplication, and did in very deed 
“ Deliver her soul from death and her feet from 
falling." Her fcera were now all taken away, 
and ee 6r an the powers of languie could be 
exerted she waa wont to tell what the “ Lord 
had done for her eouL" She was exceedingly 
anxioue that her young friends in particular 
ahould not do aa she had done in not fearlessly 
declaring herself on the Lord’s side : but to seek 
for and hold fret the blessings of heart-felt reli
gion.

She took a most calm but affectionate farewell 
" of her dear parents, brothers, and sisters, also of 

other loved friend» who were gathered around 
her charging them to meet her in heaven. After 
severe suffering, she fell asleep in Jesus, on the 
morning of the 8th of this month.

Her mortal remains were followed from her 
father’s house by a large number of sorrowing 
friends; who, after listening to a sermon from 
1st Thesselonians iv. 13, witnessed the commit
tal of the sleeping dust to the sanctuary of the 
dead.

J. O. Hbnniuar.
Avondale, Dae. 2OtA, 18<11.
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In coneeotience of the official relation which this 
paper sue tains to the Conference of Eastern British 
America, we require that Obituary, Revival, and other 
notices addressed to us from any of the Circuits 
within the bounds of the Connexion, shall pass through 
the hands of the Superintendent Minister. 
Communies! ions designed for this paper must be ac

companied by the name of the writer in confidence. 
We do not undertake to return rejected articles.
We do not assume responsibility for the opinions of 

our correspondents.

1862.
When this sheet reaches the hands of our 

readers, a new year will have dawned upon the 
world. The year 1861 has been an eventful 
year—gradually increasing in absorbing interest 
to the very hour of its close.

What thrilling excitement has pervaded the 
public journals daring the past few weeks. The 
shadow of death has fallen on the highplaces 
of royalty ; no empire walla under the be
reavement which has visited our beloved Queen 
and family—half the civilised world sympathises 
with the bereft ones, and hundreds of thousands 
of loyal Christian hearts from closet, family al
tar, and sanctuary arv lifting up those hearts in 
earnest prayer for Divine support in this hour 
of crushing trial for Victoria and her children— 
may it be abundantly vouchsafed.

The calamity of war has imminently threaten
ed the two great nations of the Anglo-Saxon 
race ;—to add to the frightful horrors of a bloody 
internecine war in the lately.united but now sadly 
divided States of America, would have presented 
a most painful sight ; yet such must have been 
the case, unless the government of America re
trace its steps, and with ample apology and full 
restitution atone in the most marked manner for 
the unwarranted insult offend to the British 
flag. Such we have no doubt will be the case, 
meantime the wintry ocean ia bridged with ar- 
manents such as the world has never seen, and 
thousands of our troojie will in a few weeks be 
landed on our shores, for |>eaceful -protection, or 
for earnest tight.
. The new year dawns upon us therefore with 

unusually momentods interests at stake—nor are 
the complications of diplomacy or the intricacies 
of political controversies confined to England 
and America.

The whole continent of Europe is in a state of 
unrest—a trifling difficulty would see it from 
centre to circumference heaving its mighty heart 
with convulsive throbbing». Poland is unrêcon. 
riled to her Russian master—Hungary refuses 
to amalgamate with the nationality of Austria— 
France and Switaerland are at issue—Spain and 
Mexico all but at ear. Italy, Venetia, and 
Austria present a triangle of complications ; let 
Italy strike at the power of Austria through Ve
netia, and it will so unsettle the balance of na
tional power in Euro;w that the whole continent 
will be embroiled. Tiieae are only a few of the 
difficult»* under which we commence the pré
sent year ; yet how much reason for thankfulness 
have we—far removed from the horror» of war, 
we rest in peace. As a province we have offered 
our thanksgivings to God, as was meet, for a 
bountiful harvest. We have the opening of a 
new era in our history to contemplate ; our Gold 
Mines are an established fact—a large emigra
tion wifi soon populate our harbour» and mines, 
■nd add to our prosperity, while the fariner and 
the fisherman need never fear for barren toiL

Glad are we that A Week of Prayer —as 
former years, is to be inaugurated with iu first 
Sabbath morning, linking us with.everyfpraying 
heart and 'every praying congregation in the 
WOrld. We call on our reader» heartily to 
■ape in iu servie»» and add to iu results.
™ We enter on our humble course ee journalisa 
till Conference with one main object in view— 

«I jn spreading scriptural holiness over 
the land," mar our effort* be successful. Treat
ing then ti»si our subscribers will try to aid us 
w heartily si we labour to plea. " 
diialiy wish them, nee and all

A HAPPY NEW TEAR.

The End of the Year, and Its 
Watchnight

BT THE 1ST. JOB* REACHES.

Here again ia solemn-voiced December, sum
moning us to look behind, before. Last of the 
months of another rapid year, it bids us consider 
our ways. Although time never tarries, it ia 
very meet and right that we should employ some 
of ft» passing hours in reviewing our course. If 
the merchant does not lose the time which he 
spends in taking stock; if the mariner does not 
loee the 6 ms which he employs in reckoning his 
log, so neither does mortal, immortal 
waste the tin» which he occupies in the careful 
and penitent examination of his past life, and in 
ascertaining its bearings on the great hereafter. 
Serious reflection, and the devout renewal of 
our covenant with God, are always seasonable,
_peculiarly seasonable now. And, we may

would it not be for the good of this soul, 
that every Methodist reader of this page should 
employ many of the leisure moments of this last 
month of the dying year in such reflection, end 
in such pricaD covenanting with God P This 
were to engage his heart to approach unto the 
Lord ; and would prepare him to profit by those 
public solemnities which, among us, mark the 
coming season. In due course, the watch-night 
and the covenant services will be held in our 
various sanctuaries ; but, if we would enter into 
these services aright, we ought beforehand to 
return unto the Lord with ell our hearts, putting 
away the strange god» and Aahteroth from 
among us ; and eo preparing our hearts unto the 
Lord, to serve Him only. (1 Sent. viL) With 
these solemn convocations in prospect, it well 

to * remember all the way which 
the Lord our God ha» led us," say, this one 
year, or say, “ these forty years, in the wilder- 

We shall find much to humble us; 
much, also, to awaken gratitude.

Tie blessings of tkia year : let us recall them, 
d ponder, end be thankful. “ Thou crownest 

the year with Thy goodness ; and Thy paths drop 
fatness." “ Day by day " our loving God has 
given us “ our daily bread." Nor baa he doled 
out to ua the merries of His providence ee with 
a niggard hand. So far from this, He has daily 

Hided us with benefits ; yes, loaded us,—for 
He that is our God is the God of salvation ; 

and onto the God the Lord belong the issues 
from death." Moreover, God has kept the 
graces of our souls ; He has kept our souls in 
grace. Now, a» twelve months since, He enables 
us to rejoice in His favour, and to hope for the 
full afid *"»1 “ salvation which is in Christ 
Jesus, with eternal glory." Our way may have 
been rough and steep, but “ Eheneser ; Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us." “ Having obtained 
help of God" who alone had help to give; 
“having obtained help” as each day’s need 
required,—we “continue unto this day," and 
are now many “days’ march nearer home.'
“ Who," then, “ am I, O Lord God, and what 
is my house, that Thou hast brought me hither
to ?" We well jnay marvel To have been 
“ brought " aa in- the arms of God, and to have 
been brought hitherto—all the way, and even 
hitherto ! “ He that hath mercy " on us, hath 
led ua ; “ even by the spring» of water " hath 
He guided us. Considering these things, “1 
will mention the loving-kindnesses of the Lord, 
and the praise» of the lend, according to all 
that the Lord hati} bestowed on os, and the great 
goodness toward the house of Israel, which He 
hath bestowed on them according to His mercies, 
and according to the multitude of His loving- 
kind:

It may be, however, that to some readers the 
departing year has been one of prolonged and 
extreme trouble ;—a [year of feeble health, of 
blighted hope», of sad bereavement. As it was 
with Job : “ My welfare peseeth away aa a cloud. 
And now my soul is poured out upon me ; the 
days of affliction have taken hold upon me. 
Yet even so, has not the year been one of bless
ing, of rare, rich blessing ? Are not our afflic
tion» themselves among the choicest of our 
merries P This, we remember, was the reckon 
ing of St. Paul (Rom. viil 18; 2 Cor. iv. 17.) 
“ The sharpest sufferings 1 endure flow from 
God’s faithful care :’’ so said the Rev. W. Jay, 
on hie deathbed. And to the same effect are 
the words of Dr. Payson, uttered in similar cir
cumstances :—“ You will one day bless Him for 
all your sufferings, aa I do for mine. I have not 
suffered one pang too much. God was never 
more kind than when I thought Him most un
kind.” Exhausted and struggling for breath, 
Hewiaton remarked, “ This ia one of the rough 
places of the road; but then it is the right 
road." Yes, " it ia the right road " after all 
God make» no mistakes. “We went through 
fire and through water ; but Thou broughtest us. 
out into a wealthy place." Though greatly 
tried, then, this year, let ua not qualify our 
praiaes. Rather let us rejoice that God baa so 
much loved ua, as to chasten us, and not to 
spare even for our crying.

Have not others of us this year been born 
again 1 This, then, ia our first really happy 
December. We have “ obtained mercy." God 
has raised us “ out of the pit of corruption 
and has “ cast all our sins behind His back.” 
Our heart» have found the true rest. Ought not 
we to devote the remaining daya of our birth- 
year ta the delightful and becoming work of 
praise ? *

But some require to weep. The review of the 
year ia distressing. For while God to us has 
been true and bounliftil, we to Him have been 
unfilial and unfaithful The covenant which we 
made with Him on the first Sabbath of the year, 
we have forgotten, and we have broken. Pros
perity has made ua restive, adversity has soured 
us; and, alike in prosperity and trouble, we 
have “ restrained prayer before God," sod have, 

heart, “gone away backward.” We have 
neglected the closet, the Bible, the clans-meet
ing, and for this have paid a heavy penalty in 
the oss of light and power. If our fellow-pil
grims have gone “ from strength to strengb, 
we, on the other hand, have gone from strength 
to weakness, and to greater weakneaa still. 
What work for repentance have we made this 
year! How laddering ia the review! Yet it 
can do ua no good to cry out, “ My leanness, 
my leanness," if we do not repair to the Restorer 
of Israel. “ I will arise, and go to my Father.' 
“ Let us search and try our ways —let us teareh 
our ways, to know what they are ; let ua try our 
ways, to know how wrong they are ; but let ua 
also “ turn again to the Lord. Let ua lift up 
our heart with our hands unto God in the 
heavens.”

meet." Reminded of the haate of probelionary 
time, and of the nearing approach of the great 
eternity, we pray, “ So tench ua to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts unto wis-

Letter from England.
Prom oer own Correspondent.

England, l>ec. 13th, 1861. 
There is no question before the British public

The Preacher bids us consider that x^y but the aliabeorbing 11 difficulty ” with
when a few yean are come, we shall go the way Aroerics. The fiaancral crisis in Franca, the inu iut^w „r „ K,-------- --------
whence we shall not return and %oved by this cav, rf IulTi tbe cotton Mare, the Educational them Tbe- ire „ good as indepen-
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But while we thus consider our ways toward 
God, and God’» way» toward ua during the wan
ing year, the year make» haate to leave us. The 
fugitive moment refuses to stay." And now we 
repair to the house of God. In that sacred 
plac% and amidst those who, tike ourselves, de
sire to be “ found of Him in peace,” “ we all a 
solemn vigil keep." Prepared by our previous 
reflection and dose self-communing, we feel that 
the watch-night service is an eminent means 
of grace. We “humble ourselves under the 
■nighty hand of God." We repent of our peat 
sine, and, through frith in the atoning sacrifice 
of Christ, we find mercy. We “ rehearse the 
righteous acte of the Lord," end join with our 
fallow-worshippers to “singof mercy and judg-

awakening truth, we mortal men seek refuge in 
the eternal God, and make Him “ our dwelling 
place,’’ who, “ in all generation»," has put His 
“ everlasting arms "- around His trusting ones. 
As the service proceeds, we recall to memory 
our beloved friends and bfSthren who have been 
summoned home ; and by faith we join our hands 
with theirs, and anticipate the day of glad re
union. We address ourselves to duty, snd 
amidst the solemn silence of the dying year, we 
again put our hand to the plough, and resolve 
to “ work while it it day." Moreover, we send 
forth our thoughts to the coming of the Lord ; 
and not doubting but that He who aavea us now 
will more gloriously save ua then, our song rises 
to a triumph, and we cry out, “ Amen ! Even eo, 
come, Lord Jesus." ... The numbered mo
ments glide away. A new year has come. And 
throughout our Methodism there rises 01» clear, 
loud song, in the old familiar tone,—

“ Come let us saew Our journey pursue,
Kell round with tbe year,

And never stand still till the Master appear.
We ofier no apology for the Methodist watch- 

night service. It needs none: In the first days 
of Methodism, indeed, this service was misrepre- 
ted and reviled by those who sought occasion 
against us ; but the poet of our sanctuary met 
them with the remarkable question,—

•■So many nights on sin bestowed,
Can we not watch tee night for God."

Tbe Wesley an watchnight dates from the ear
liest times of the United Societies. We have 
this account of iti origin by Myles in hi* “ Chron
ological History “ The custom was begun at 
Kingswood by the collier» there, who, before 
their conversion, used to spend every Saturday 
night at the ale-house.. After they were taught 
better, they spent that night in prayer. Mr. 
Wesley hearing of it, ordered it first to be once 
a month, at the full ot the moon ; then once a 
quarter, and recommended ft to all his Societies.? 
In those days abundant unction waa wont to de
scend upon the evening watchers ; “ for there 
the Lord commanded the blessing." We quote 
a few illustrative paragraphs from the Jourasl 
and life of the Rev. Charles Wesley :—

August 14th, 1741.—Our Kingswood school 
was crowded with those that came from all parts 
to the watchnight I enforced our Lord’s words, 

Have faith in God ;’ and indeed we had. The 
spirit of faith waa poured out Many 
there who could not keep it in, but out of the 
abundance of their heart their mouth «pake, 
triumphed till tbe morning with the voice of joy 
and thanksgiving among such as keep holiday.

Again, : “ Last night we kept a triumphant 
watchnight at tbe Foundery. and parted soon 
after ten.”

Again:“ October let, 1756.—We had a most 
triumphant watchnight [at York.] . . . Tbe 
eneny did not tike our employment and stirred 
up his servants without to interrupt us ; but our 
voices prevailed. We sung the * Hymn in 
Tumult,' with great calmness and consolation.
Mr. W------’» maid was deeply wounded. Tbe
shout of a King was in the midst of us ; snd the 
people thought ft full early to pert at eleven.

Blessed he God, from the days of our Metho
dist [elders unto these times, he has continued 
to bless the solemn watchnight The thought
less have been «wakened. Penitents have re
ceived pardon ; believers have been quickened 
and sanctified ; an impulse has been given to the 
work. “ The power* of the world to come " have 
laid arrest on slumbering professors ; eternity 
has been brought nigh. Revivals ot religion 
have been commenced ; but, indeed, for the full 
results we wait till “ that day."

It ia to be hoped that tbe watchnight of the 
approaching 31at will be one of singular saving 
visitation. And why not? Let "prayer" be 
“ made to God continually." Let each wor 
shipper “ prepare his heart to seek the Lord. 
Let expectation be evoked- Let effort be made 
to induce the attendance of the careless and of 
backsliders. Let the addresses be pointed, close 
direct to tbe heart. Let the Holy Spirit be en 
treated to crown the last aerviees of this gracious 
year with special grace. And who can doubt 
the issue P The Lord will, He surely will, “ cause 
the shower to come down in his season ; there 
shall be showers of blessing.'

With • view to stimulate snd sustain hope 
with regard to the coming watchnight, we would 
here ask attention to e bright page of Methodist 
history. We quote from the Rev. W. W. Stamp’s 
valuable “ Historical Notice* of Wesleyan Me
thodism in Bradford

“ Toward the close of 1806, under the minis
tration of the Rev. Messrs. Suter and Wilson, 
Bradford was favoured with one of those extra
ordinary visitations, which have occasionally 
marked the progrès» of our Zion. ... A more 
than ordinary influence had for some time ac
companied the ministration of the word, and the 
varied mean» of grace ; so that tbe Societies gen
erally • building upon their ‘ moat holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost,' and keeping them
selves 1 in the love of God,’ were looking * fot 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, unto eter
nal life ; when during the services of the Sep
tember quarterly watchnight, after several had 
engaged in exhortation and prayer, pleasing in
dication waa given that the Head of the church,
‘ the Giver of all grace,’ waa about to pour— 

•All the Spirit of His love.'
Several were that evening in diatreaa for their 
■ins ; and whilst one was pleading with Ood in 
immediate reference to one of tbe number,—
• Lord ! if this man had on hia conscience the 
sins of the whole world, one drop of Thy blood 
would wash them all ewsy !* » member of Soci
ety, who till that moment been a stranger to toe 
aenae of aina forgiven,’ was happily enabled to 
truat in Christ, and become the.witness of His 
power to save. So extensively, from that hour, 
was the flame of heavenly influence diffused, that 
for aeveral months there wss scarcely a sermon 
preached, or any religions service held, under 
which some were not convinced of sin, or given 
to rejoice in God. The doors of the Octagon 
chapel, for ten or twelve weeks, were Marcel) 
ever closed either by day or by night ; one] party 
of worshippers frequently waiting without, till 
those within had fulfilled the appointed hour of 
service. The preaching of the word, during that 
period) waa of necessity, almost laid aside ; no 
sooner, in many instances, was the text announ
ced, than the cries ot persons in distress so in
terrupted the Preacher, that the service of the 
word was exchanged for one of general and ear
nest intercession. Two xeslous men, of estab
lished piety, were for some time supported by 
the Society, in order that they might l* constant
ly employed in exhorting, or praying with those 
who were in distress, or in bolding meetings for 
prayer in the immediate neighbourhooc."

Haste agsin, ye days of grace ! “ Drop down 
ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pom- 
down righteousness : let the earth open, and let 
them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness 
spring up together !” O that this but month of 
the year may be to all our churches tbe Jirat at a 
great revival! O that the watchnight of this 
year may be tike the “ triumphant " watch tight, 
of our laraeTa youth !

Minute, the franchise, have ell sunk into abso
lute insignificance ia the popular estimation, and 
nothing is talked of in~the clubs, in the markets, 
on the hustings, by the fireside, but the prospect 
of • war with the Federal Stales. Not that the 
spirit of the people is at all betiicoM; America 
has done enongh any time these twenty yean 
to evoke tbe war-spirit in England, if such a 
spirit were at alt rampant ; but it is felt every
where, by the meet peaceable and gentle of peo
ple, by those whem a war would almost ruin, aa 
well as by those whoee interest ft is to promote 
hostilities, that forbearance has now gone far 
enough, and that unless an ample reparation and 
apology be made by the Government of the Fed
eral States for the shameless and audacious insult 
offered to the British flag by the Captain of the 
San Jacinto, England is bound, for her own hon
our and for the defence of common justice and 
right, to unsheathe her sword and let loose her 
forces.

You will by this time have heard full particu
lar» of the action of the Govern meet of Her 
Majesty on the receipt of the astounding intelli
gence that a Briti* Mail Packet had been board
ed by an American war steamer, and two pas
sengers dragged from the protection of the 
British flag by an armed force. Her Majesty's 
Ministers acted With unimpassioned discretion, 
and without precipitancy laid the caw before the 
legal advisers of the Crown. Not until they 
had unanimously pronounced tbe act of the 
Federal Captain a gros» violation of internation
al law, did our Ministers prepare their despatch 
for Lord Lyons,—instructing him to demand 
from the Federal Government the immediate 
surrender of Messrs. Slidell snd Mason, and an 
ample apology for the rash and insulting con
duct of their representative. The attitude of the 
English press, too, has been throughout calm 
and dignified. There has been no needless 
declamation—no attempt to fan popular indigna
tion—but the whole question has been reasoned 
out clearly and dispassionately. We have had 
no indignation meetings : once or twice from the 
hustings, now and then from the platform, tbe 
question has been reviewed—hut the attitude of 
the nation ha* been throughout one of dignity 
and temperateness. And now we are waiting— 
prayer on tip and sword in hand—for the answer 
serose the waters, which ahall settle the question 
for peace or war.

All wai is fearful in its consequences, even to 
the victorious. War between the two Christian 
•nd Protestant nation», which are the hope of 
civilisation, would be disastrous in its influence 
on the spread of truth and love in the world.— 
War between brothers, of tbe same kindred, 
speakingjthe aame language, holding the aame tra
ditions, would be tragical and terrible beyond all 
parallel in human history. Bui right is right, 
and everybody—but John Bright sees clearly 
that England would be faithless to her magnifi
cent mission, as the protectress of the weak and 
the shelterer of the ftigilive exile, if she allowed 
the asylum of her name and flag to be violated 
with impunity. It is not with us a question of 
national pride and offended dignity. It is a 
question of right raw lawlessness and wrong
doing. Even the members of the Peace Society 
—who have memorialised Lord Palmerston on 
the subject, and who usually would submit to any 
indignity rather than take reprisals—even they 
acknowledge that England has been grossly in
sulted, and pray that Her Majesty's Government 
will submit ths esse to arbitration.

The attitude taken by France on this question 
is in perfect harmony with the English view.— 
All French policy ie, of coune, open to suspi
cion. There are many who see in the spirit of 
the French press a desire to involve England 
and America in war, for the interest of the 
French nation. It would certainly break the 
Southern blockade, and open the cotton ports to 
France, thus giving her a substantial advantage. 
If tbe resources of England were crippled and 
drained, France would reap a temporary benefit, 
and England would be—for a time, at least—at 
her mercy. But a war between England and 
America would almost ruin Eurojie ; and France, 
either sooner or later, would share the ruin.- 
Many people hoped that Louis Napoleon would 
offer us substantial assistance in the event of 

he does not make this offer at present, and

j unite with the Federal States. Others think that He is determined to see as much of the world J Hence the lews of th. si. e. t .... 
she wilt regard the Stetes’ die-ruption « her op- can be seen.-with sn eye. probable, to the under severe ^

; portunity, and, severing heraelf-from the British future. When his mother's crown rests on his Some are Crime th., “î^n^Ùon nf ,lam- 
• Crown, me, herself into « Empire. W, are brad, he wii. have tittle chance of foreign travel ar^and prepTJt. If ÎT- ' * 

not wishful to loee the British Province, in Am- Prince Leopold is still on the Continent, where question and need, cX, -a “ .* F”* 
erica. They are loyal and constitutional. Their he will winter, for the beneft of hi. health. ,rm them a. they are. in ih,C">of "n T°

... many a doubtful poliev ; and vet „ _
new Minute of Council on Education. Meetings : sure it may be resorted to in'.nm , 
are being held in all the large towns, to take -—->•— t. ' ' 1 'r more
measures for opposing the new code. If any

vigor and success we are proud of. But we gain | The country is yet very much excited by the

dent already. It remains to be proved whether 
their entire independence would be a blessing to 
them or no. It could bring no discredit or loss 
upon us. Would ft materially benefit them ?

luckless member of Parliament stumbles upon 
his constituents, he is.compelled to give his

In the meanwhile we are sharpening our cut- views upon the Code. Sir Janwa R. Shuttie-

The above is a little peat date, but fta value 
will be appreciated by our reader».—Ed.]

ft will be better for England if he never does. 
We ahall be satisfied if he carries out the policy 
of non-intervention. We know enough of 
French alliances by this time to be sure that 
their real result is—for England all the work 
for France all the glory.

The immediate issues of the war would be un
favourable to trade ; though the raising of the 
Southern blockade would be of advantage. On 
the whole we should be the gainera; for ft ie 
time that American insolence and blustering 
should be put down. It is not convenient that 
he peaceful policy of civilised nations should 

be continually endangered by the bray and folly 
of an overgrown bully, defiant of law and hon
our and tradition—and, indeed, of everything 
but eelf-glorification and conceit. All Europe 
would reap the advantage of administering to 
the American people—who have for year» been 
little better than political privateer» and pirates
_a thorough snd humiliating castigation.
Happily we era in a position to do this. Never 
were the forces of England in such admirable 
discipline and strength. We could at once plant 
s magnificent army ot thirty thousand picked 
men on the Canadian frontier. We have fifty 
gun-boats, each armed with a heavy Armstrong 
gun ; and fifty more are nearly ready. We can 
send at once to the lea-board of the Federll 
States eleven line-of-battle ships, ten frigates, 
five heavy corvettes, seventeen sloops—or forty- 
three vessels of all kind», 1627 gun», 12436 men 
—which force» we could probably double in a 
few weeks.

The general belief in England ie that Mr. 
Lincoln’s Government would be quite ready to 
make ample reparation, and surrender the two 
gentlemen who wefe torn from the protection of 
the British flag, but that they are overawed by 
the mob. Mr. Seward is a fine specimen of toe 
genua “ bluster." We can scarcely Miiiwpau ,ny. 
thing but head-strong filibustering from Mm. 
His favourite tactics are : “ popularity at any 
price." Rowdyism rules the Federal Cabinet 
and probably the lives of the Minister» would 
cot be worth much if they were to tiaten to the 
dictates of reason. The New York Herald—the 
most Billingsgate paper in the world, and pro
bably in the pay of the Southerner»—ia dealing 
out ell the venom that ft can compas» against 
England ; with the idea, of course, of ruining 
the Northern Federation by hurrying it into war 
with Great Britain. It will most likely gain its 
end. Tbe people of England expect war, and 
are prepared for it

Some anxiety js felt with regard to Canada. 
Mr. Seward has long cast his eye upon that 
flourishing region, with the idea of anne.iio.. 
That Canada should ever succumb to the Feder- 
«I arm», is utterly impossible, so long as she 

to continue a dependency of Greet 
lieaumirod bymm

lasses and preparing for war. The army in Can
ada ia to be raised to ten thousand. Some mag
nificent brigades are under orders to sail imme- 
medlately. Among these are three or four bat
talions of tbe Guards, the finest troops in the 
world. Our arsenals and dockyards are all 
alive. The exportation of saltpetre is prohibited. 
Soldiers and sailors on furlough are recalled. 
Arms are not allowed to leave the country.— 
Several steamers have been chartered for the 
conveyance of troops. The various companies 
of Naval Volunteer» have proffered their ser
vices to the Government- The Rifle Volunteers 
are expressing on all sides their determination to 
hold themselves in readiness for the call of their 
country. All things indicate that if the answer 
of Mr. Lincoln’s Cabinet be not satisfactory, 
England will be prepared to declare war instant
ly, and forthwith to commence it, too. It is sig
nificant that General 8:ott has been recalled by 
the Federal Cabinet ; but though his views and 
his hopes are pacific, he entertains the idea that' 
England has n# legal right to demand the sur
render of the Southern ambassadors.

It is very difficult to pass from the American 
question. All movements seem common-place 
in comparison. The state of the French finances 
ia not encouraging. M. Fould, who was the 
Emperor’s hope and safe-guard, does not seem 
to have secured the influence which he expected. 
But mil politics are insignificant in France in 
comparison with the question which is aa popu
lar it. France as in England : the American dif
ficulty. A very intereating calculation has re
cently been made respecting the coat of the 
French occupation of Rome. This infatuated 
policy has coat the French exchequer, since 1849, 
the trifling sum of one hundred and aixty-eight 
million» of franca ! This fact, in the present 
state of the French finance», will do more to- 

rards hastening the end of the occupation than 
all the diplomacy of Europe.

The Italian movement is not very much in ad
vance of the past month. The most notable 
feature ia tbe confirmation by the Chamber of 
Deputies at Turin of tbe vote passed some time 
since, that the Capital of Italy ie Rome. This 
discussion will probably come to something.— 
Garibaldi is giving no sign, but quietly intimat
ing that when the time does come for energetic 
action be will come with it. It is more ttian a 
pity, by the way, that the destiny of any coun
try ahould depend to so great an extent on the 
deciaiona of one individual. Garibaldi is 
patriot and a hero,—a man in every sense admi
rable and eminent : but freedom does not hinge 
on individual». If Italy i« to be thoroughly 
emancipated, Italy must do it, snd of her own 
inherent vigor and skill. Time will probably 
show that Italy can do ft, and will,—even though 
Garibaldi be carried to his grave and gathered to 
hia fathers.

Vesuvius is all in a aljr. An eruption, such 
aa haa not been known for a very long time, is 
now frightening the people out of their few wits. 
The inhabitants are clearing away as rapidly aa" 
possible. The adhérente of the Ex-King see in 
the eruption an indication of tbe anger and in
dignation of God at the terrible atrocities of 
the Italians in dethroning so pious and estimable 
a sovereign. If nature have any sympathy with 
the affairs of nations, it is most probable that 
Vesuvius is coming out in this style by way of 
showing the joy and jollity of the elements in 
the downfall of tyranny and despotism.

Russia ia compelled to modify her policy. In 
Poland «he ia as autocratic and despotic as ever. 
Repressive measures of the intensest severity are 
being carried on there. Several of the clergy 
have been arrested, and sent as recruits into the 
army ! Whether their patriotic xeal will cool 
down in the Russian ranks ia questionable. Rea
sonable people would think not But at home 
Russia is modifying. The Emperor haa con 
•tructed a sort of Council of ministers, who are 
to be not only th# recorders of his autocratic will, 
but the advisers, and to a certain extent the con
trollers. This ia a step in the right direction.

News from Constantinople are not very assur
ing. To the many and accumulating difficulties 
of the new Sultan’s position is added that of a 
terrible financial crisis. The city is convulsed 
with panic. Trade is paralysed, snd the effects 
of a lavish and outrageous extravagance at head 
quarters are beginning to be felt most seriously. 
By advices from Melbourne we learn that Sir 
George Grey, the newly appointed Governor of 
New Zealand, had arrived at Auckland. New 
Zealand affairs continued in a very unsatisfactory- 
state. The wisdom and tact of the Governor 
were very much needed,—and his arrival wa» 
hailed with great satisfaction.

The latest intelligence from China states that 
the foreign diplomatist! at Pekin get on very 
well with the new government. The new Em
peror ia yet too young to exert any very conside
rable influence. His mother, however, who is 
Very liberal in her political creed, has great au
thority over him, and ia the true power behind 
the throne. Imination» of a somewhat obscure 
character, hint that the British and French forces 
in China have given material aid to the Imperi
alists in. putting down the rebellion. The state 
of affairs in Japan ia not so satisfactory. Tbe 
British Legation, up to the period of the last 
advices, had not returned to the capital, and all 
the foreign representatives were awaiting instruc
tion» from their respective governments.

The Viscountess Canning, wife of the Govern
or General of India is dead. This is a gloomy 
finish to Lord Canning's very brilliant and suc
cessful vice-royalty in our Indian Empire. Many 
of the recent acta of the government have met 
with the hearty approval of tbe native popula
tion. The decree which permits natives to re
cover forfeited land has given great satisfaction. 
Madagascar ia now open to European commerce 
and civilisation. It may be traversed from end 
to end by merchants and travellers, without let 
or hindrance. Even the capital, hitherto re
garded aa a sacred city, not to be polluted by 
the foot-print of a foreigner, is now free to all 
The French papers still speak of a preponder
ance of French influence in tbe island. Ac
cording to them, two Frenchmen are the real 
rulers of the land. We all know, however, what 
price to put upon the vaunt» of our neighbours, 
and take the above report for what it ia worth.

Our home intelligence ie not very marked or 
interesting. Business gave some indications of 
improvement st the latter end of November,— 
but the Trent affair has demolished ail hope in 
that quarter for the present. His Royal High
ness tbe Prince Consort is ill,—and from the fact 
of a bulletin having been issued from Windsor 
Castle yesterday morning, it is to be feared that 
his illness is rather serious. Though no decid
edly alarming symptoms have appeared, the 
fever under which HU Royal Highness suffers is. 
•o severe that his recovery can only be a work 
°f time. Tl|e Prince of Wales U about to start 
for Pals Mini, taking the Ionian isles en nude.

worth's pamphlet ia the moat masterly thing that 
has jet appeared on the question. A very influ
ential deputation of school authorities has wrung 
from Earl Granville the admission that the nox
ious code will have to be much modified, ere ft 
can pass into law.

Apropos ot Parliament, it has been calculated 
that the expense of Parliamentary Blue books 
and printing amounted last year to no less than 

5,427! a little economy in thU department 
would be better than culling down the Educa
tional grants. The statistics flf the Post Office 
for the past year are full of interest. The aver
age of letters passed through the office in I860 
was nineteen daily to every individual in Great 
Britain. Ten thousand letters were posted with
out any address upon tbe beck. Two millions 
of letters had to be sent back to their writer», 
because of the illegible character of the direction. 
Every day no less than twenty thousand letters 
came to London, with no other address than that 
of the name and metropolis. Two hundred snd 
twenty-five pounds worth of postage stamps foil 
off letters in tbe post-begs !

Sir William Atherton, tbe Attorney General, 
has refused the vacant judgeship, with an eye 
probably to higher game. If he were made a 
puisne Judge he would be shelved there for 
life. As he is, he has a chance of the Chief Jus
ticeship, or even the woolsack. It would he a 
grand thing to have the eon of a Methodist 
preacher among the Lord Chancellors of Eng
land.

A committee has been appointed to «ecure, if 
possible, the general cessation of Sunday excur
sion trains. Their scheme ia good, but their 
auccesa is problematical. The fall of a house in 
Edinburgh has led to the death of more than 
thirty people, most of whom were asleep within 
the building when ft gave way. Crime is fear
fully on the increase, especially in the manufac
turing district». Great uneasiness ia felt because 
of the increase of murder in the army. Every 
soldier who is condemned to punishment seems 
now to select hi» officer as a mark for vengeance. 
The Aldershott camp haa been the scene of se
veral tragedies lately.

The Earl of Shaftesbury haa given serious 
•Hence in certain circles by his refusal to attend 

a Prayer meeting held to-day in Exeter Hall, the 
object of which ia to implore the aid of Heaven 
in the criai» of our American difficulty. Hia 
lordship excuse» hia non-attendance on the 
ground that the prayers offered on the occasion 
would probably be,speeches, giving much license! 
to cavil and ridicule,—but more perticulariy be
cause the meeting would be misunderstood by 
the bulk of the preaa, and by the Americana,— 
as though ft were a cloaked rebuke of the Go
vernment, and an indication of disunion in the 
English feeling upon the question. On the 
former point hia lordship ia probably right.

The moat notable fragment of Methodist in
telligence for the month ia the opening of a Wes
leyan Chapel in Canton. The princely legacy of 
a gentleman to the Chinese miaaion has enabled 
our Executive to build this chapel, as well aa 
some seven houses, for ministers' and teacher»' 
residences, and for reboot purposes. Ministers 
of all sections of the Church assisted at the de
dication of this interesting place of worship.

Dr. Guthrie is to be the moderator of the Free 
Church of Scotland for the next veer.

rrr;:Kut eh— u„nf,, ,houll!tremble for the consequent, .

That the war will destroy slavery, or „rv ma. 
tenally change its character, is now genctalir 
conceded. Before the war is over, a large par. 
tion of the slaves will have been within oer 
lines, and they wiU there learn what wiU utterj, 
prevent their being subjected to the boiaft^ 
they were in before. At least re it seenutT* 

THE MASON AND SUDELL Ami*.
The arresting of Mason and Slidell, by Cam. 

Wilkes, from on board the Trent, is crvatiiq » 
great excitement, both in this country and Eng. 
land. Y arious opinions are entertained respeet. 
mg it, but which are right I am not prepared to- 
say. Important questions are involved in it, bm 
I have no doubla but that the two Govemmeati 
wid get at the righta of the care and settle it aei- 
eably. If the arrest waa contrary to internation- 
al law in the caae, the United States will make 
amende honorable : if right, England will submit 
with good grace. I cannot think that either 
Government will consent that a war should grow 
out of ft.

BUSINESS---- rUBUSMINO INTEREST.

Business of nearly all kinds is improvùy, 
and unie»» some new disturbing element eûmes 
in, the general business of the loyal States will 
be prosperous.

The publishing interests have revived muck 
recently, and our Publishers are quite active ia 
bridging out their new issues. The works if 
Francis Bacon are pasting through the press at 
Messrs. Brown X Taggard. This edition cam 
tains his entire works, and will consist of fit 
teen volumes, got up in the most finished style. 
The old philosopher appears in a beautiful dteaq 
and will again come before the world in a mas- 
ner that must charm and profit. The last va- 
lume of the aeries will soon be issued. Meawa, 
Croeby X Nichols have issued “ llallam'» Coe- 
Stitutional History of England, from the seem, 
•ion of Henry VIL to the death of George IL* 
They have also in tbe press, soon to appem;

Tbe Constitutional History of England, siae 
the accession of George III.—1760, 1H6IV—Sy 
Thomas Erekine May, C. B. The latter ie pro
perly a continuation of Hallam’s work, aai 
traces the progress end development of the Bri
tish Constitution through an entire century,— 
These are valuable historical work*

Mr. G. P. Putman, has announced several 
new works soon to make their appearance.— 
Among them are,—“The Caxton edition of 
Bayard Taylor’s works," in ten voliuase; “ Re
velations of Wall Street,’’ by Richard B. Kim
ball, Eaq. ; “ The Life and Imitera of WasMag. 
lor Irving ”—to contain hia literary correepoa- 
denee, extending over a period of nearly rixty 
yean in Europe and America, and “ The Pul
pit Record," containing sermons of the most po
pular divines, North and South : to be publi*. 
ed in parts, each to contain about twenty se
mons.

Cecil.

Letter from the United States.
THE war.

The war moves on slowly. The Faban policy 
seems to lie the policy of the Government. This 
may he fot the beat in the end, though many 
think that a more active policy would bring the 
war aooner to a close.

The object now evidently is to transfer the war 
to the cotton and gulf States. The first naval 
expedition waa an entire aucceaa. It entered 
Port Royal, notwithstanding it was guarded by 
two strong, well-manned forts, and haa taken 
possession of one of the best harbors on the 
Southern coast- Situated mid-way between 
Charleston and Savannah, it plates our troops 
in a position, where, with sufficient force, they 
can take both of these places. An attempt 
to do this will doubtless soon be made.— 
Another exjiedition ha> already commenced its 
operations under Gen. Butler, which ia designed 
evidently for an attack- on New Orleans. At 
the same time another expedition ia on foot, to 
reach New Orleans by the Miatiatippi river. 
The latter will meet with great difficulties, aa 
every obstruction will be placed in tbe river to 
prevent their progrès*.

The armies on tbe Potomac remain about aa 
they have lieen for months, though there seems 
to be no signs of any intention on the part of the 
United States Government to winter their army 
there. A movement is contemplated, and if it 
is made at all this season, it must lie made soon. 
The winter thus far has been very favorable— 
much milder then usual—but it will eooii show 
its severity, and when it does, it will be next to 
an impossibility for the army to move.

THE BORDER STATES. •

The Union cause is gaining strength in the 
border Slave States, and the disloyalists will 
soon yield, or leave the territory. The struggle 
will continue for h season longer in Missouri, 
but situated as it is ft is impossible for it to re
main out of the UrilBn. In Kentucky, the large 
majority are Unioniste, as the late vote for State 
officers clearly showed. The same ia true of 
Mary land. The western part of Virginia ie 
loyal, and will form itself into a new State—in
cluding a part of Eastern Tennessee, which ie 
also loyal We believe the Union cause will 
soon triumph in all the Border State», except 
Eastern Virginia, and even there the Union 
strength is considerable, could it be concentrat
ed.

. THE SLAVE QUESTION.

The slave question, in its connection with the 
war, is calling forth considerable discussion. 
Some contend that universal emancipation of all 
the «laves should be proclaimed, while others 
think that those only should be declared free 
who belong to rebel masters. There are still 
others, who believe that the course now pursued 
by the Government is the best. All the slaves 
who come within tbe line» of the army are con
sidered free, and treated aa such. Employment 
will be given them on wage» aa far aa possible, 
and every effort will be made to furnish them 
with suitable instruction. Should any be found 
to belong to loyal masters, such masters will re- 
eeive some compensation for them. Me have 
now aeveral thousands of these slaves, and are 
trving to furnish them with employment and in- 
•traction. But how ignorant! The mass of 
them are heathens. In this state they ran only 
he made slave.. Give them instruction, and tt 
would be impossible to keep them in bondage-

For tfie Provincial Wmleyan.

Opening of a new Church »t Mount 
Pleasant, Ayleeford West

Thee# wells we to thy honour rales,
Lou as; they echo to thy proies ;
And thou descending #11 ths pises,
With choicest tokens of thy grace.

Such is the natural exclamation of one whe has 
aided the godly project of erecting a bee* for 
the worship of the triune Ood ; whe tkoagk 
“ He dwelleth not in temples made wftk hands, 
neither is worshipped with men's hands, es that 
He needed anything”—and prefer! to al tem
ples tbe contrite heart ; yet, condeeceeded to 
aay of a house, erected for Hia worship, aade 
an olden economy,—“ This is my real forever : 
Here will I dwell, for I have desired it i " «ai ; 
who affords equally indubitable evidence, thet 
He accepts sad approves the efforts of His 8» 
rants, to build houses for Hie worshin in this 
last dispensation of HU mercy : filling thee with 
HU glory ; and coming down upon their wor
shipper* “ as rain upon the mown grass, and m 
shower» that water the earth : ” eo that they 
whq are planted in the House of ths Lord, flou
rish in the Court» of our Ood. Thus Christian 
temples become in a pre-eminent sense, fields 
where the seeds of the Kingdom of Heaven IN 
•own, end where, under the fertilising iofis* 
encra of the Holy Spirit, they multiply them
selves, and mature for the heavenly garner.

To realise these ends—the diffusion of gospel 
truth—the salvation of precious souls—and ths 
glory of God—our new church at the West was 
undertaken ; and by the good hand of God npoe 
us, has at length been finished and dedicated to 
HU worship. ThU took place on Sunday the 
17 th ulL The Rev. Charles Churchill, A.M, 
having kindly responded to an invitation from 
the building committee, proceeded to conduct 
the dedicatory services. After an appropriate, 
and impressive prayer, the preacher read aa tha 
lesson for the day, the siath chapter of the w- 
cond Book of Chronicle», containing the suitible 
and comprehensive prayer of Solomon, at the 
dedication of the Temple—the whole congrega
tion standing. He selected his text from tM 
epUtle to the Ephsians L 22, 23,— and dwell 
with sublime eloquence upon the subjects tlicitia 
suggested, vis :—The universal dominion tf 
Christ—the inheritance which God has give 
him, aa tbe Head of HU Church—and the iali- 
mate relations subsisting between the Head sad 
the inheritance, or HU hod#-, from which he paw 
ceeded to draw grounds of encouragemeat to 
the weakest, and of consolation to the strongs* 
believer. The subject was treated In s masterly 
way, and the impression was decidedly good. 
Our esteemed Esther Bent whose presence we 
were pleased to recognise among us, closed the 
service with prayer, after which the Sacrameet 
of the Lord’s Supper was administered.

Though tbe roads were extremely bad, fr* 
recent protracted rains ; which, after an abti£ 
ment of Saturday, commenced anew on Sahheto 
morning, continuing through the whole daft * 
companied with wind, and enow ; yet the to®- 
gregation waa large—filling tbe entire buüitofr 
Seldom have we seen a more orderly, and »•***■ 
live congregation. But the best of sll was 
gracious divine influence that characterised 
entire service. At the Hacrament esperisUf»- 
many could say, “ Mailer ! it U good for a» to ■ 
be here ! ’’ I

Aa the Chairman was prevented from being | 
with us, in consequence of the illne»» of his col
league, it was therefore announced that Bro. 
Churchill would preach again in the evening. 
On returning to the church, at the appointed 
hour, the rain and snow having continued with 
increased violence, obscured tbe rays of tbe 
queen of night, whose aid we had arranged te 
secure for the occasion, we supposed, as we 
wended our way through the pelting storm, that 
we would be minus a congregation ; but tooar 
agreeable surprise, we found the body of the 
church pretty well filled. As we heard the w 
nouncement ot the text—la»- It- 10, IV


