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A LAWYER ON THE P. P. A.

Day after day the columns of the
Mail teem with letters, chiefly anony-
mous, in defence of the mow much
talked of society known as the P. P. A.
Most of these writers advocating the
perpetuation of a proscriptive society
against Catholics appear to be ashamed
to make known their connection with
it, so their communications are signed
with a nom de plume instead of their
real signatures.

There are some exceptions to this,
however, and several of these later
communications have the names of the
writers appended, whereby we learn
that the advocates of the P. P. A. are
those men who have long been noted
for insensate bigotry and fanaticism.
Col. O'Brien, M. P. for Muskoka, isone
of these. Since the passage of the
Quebec Jesuit Estates Act this gentle-
man has had an intense rabidness
against Popery, which it appears is not
to be satinted until Catholics are actu-
ally driven out of the country, if he
can compass 8o desirable a result.

In the Mail of the 12th inst. there
is a long letter from Mr. O'Brien, pur-
porting to be a complete answer to the
able letter of Mr.J. D. Edgar which
appeared in the Toronto dailies a few
days previously, strongly condemning
the P. P. A.

Curiously enough, the Colonel admits
that if the principles of the P. P. A.
are correctly quoted by Mr. Edgar
they are deserving of condemnation,
for he says,

‘I cannot say whether Mr. Edgar’s
quotations are correct or not. If they
are, then certainly some things are
mentioned with which I could not
agree ;" and accordingly he takes care
to inform us that he is himself not a
member of the association. He adds
that he has *‘ never seen any authen-
tic documents relating to its organiza-
tion.”

It is a strange thing if Mr. O'Brien
has not seen even in the organ of his
own new party the authentic and
official document which sets forth the
objects of the association, and from
which Mr..Edgar quotes, ‘‘ It is in our
opinion unwise and unsafe to appoint
or elect to civil, political, or military
office in this country, men who owe
supreme allegiance to any foreign
king, potentate, or ecclesiastical
power, and who are sworn to obey
such power.”

As Mr. Edgar remarks, *‘it cannot
be denied that this extraordinary

language is intended to refer to all
our Roman Catholic fellow-citizens.
If it were necessary to prove that such
is the intention, it could be done by
referring to the form of oath which
appears in the ritual of the association.
The candidate for admission is made to
swear :

**That I will not employ a Catholic
in any capacity if I can procure the
services of a Protestant, and that I will
not countenance the nomination in any
caucus or convention of a Roman
Catholic, for any office in the gift of
the Canadian people, and that I will
not vote for, nor counsel others to vote
for any Roman Catholic, but will vote
only for a Protestant ; that I will en-
deavor at all times to place the polit-

ical positions of the Government in the
hands of Protessants.”

From would-be leaders of public
opinion we reasonably expect some-
thing like consistency and the conclus-
iveness in reasoning which is char-
acteristic of an educated and logical
mind. From a lawyer these qualities
are all the more to be expected, for
such a one is supposed, or at least
ought to be, a man of fair education ;
but we must say that for downright
self-contradiction, and want of accur-
acy in drawing conclusions, we have
seldom read even from the most rabid
P. P. Aist writing in the Ma:l, any-
thing less resembling logical argument
than is afforded by Col. O'Brien's let-
ter.

who are enlisted in such a cause ll!
admirably calculated to impair the in-
tellect, as it propagates its principles,
not by appealing to reason, but by
means of calumnies, and appeals to
the blindest of prejudices of unreason-
However, in the case of
Col. O'Brien, who never rose to a very
high rank in his profession, there was
perhaps very little need of impairing
the intellect in order to make him a fit
instrument for the propagation of
Apaism. Hence we are not much sur-
prised to find the colonel defending this
association from Mr. Edgar's attack,
after virtually acknowledging that its
principles are not to be adopted by any
reasonable man.

It is true that it is only on the
hypothesis that Mr. Edgar's quotations
are correct that he admits that the
association does not deserve to be de-
But he must know that they
are correct ; and not only that its own
declaration of principles as they were
published in the Mail, but the oath,
which is virtually the same in Canada
and the United States, and which has
been published all over this continent,
after being procured by many well
known papers, from undoubtedly
authentic sources.

Mr. O'Brien then repeats the now
stale accusation that ‘‘the Church of
Rome " has been so aggressive * as to
justify the existence of a body formed
to oppose it ; and on this question he
declares that he takes issue with Mr.
It does not need any extra-
ordinary amount of brains to see that
the question is not concerning the ex-
istence of a body opposed to the
‘‘ Church of Rome " but concerning the
body which is the subject of dispute—
which Mr. O'Brien has acknowledged
has not a reasonable cause for exist-
ence, yet which he now defends by
‘‘taking issue with Mr. Edgar.”

. O'Brien throws upon Catholics
the whole blame of the ‘‘ religious and
racial ”’ disputes which have agitated
and states that the educa-

the Confederation
Act were the price paid to Catholics to
induce them to accept Confederation.
He knows, or at least, as a lawyer, he
ought to know, that the educational
privileges secured by the Protestants
of Quebec were quite as much prized
by them as are those which were
granted to Ontario Catholics prized by
them. There is, therefore, no special
privilege granted to Catholics in any
part of the Dominion to justify the
existence of an association which Mr.
O'Brien acknowledges to be incapable
of justification from its very nature.

But what are these womderful priv-
ileges on which the friends of the P.
P. A. so constantly harp?
sist in this, that Catholics in Ontario,

They con-

members of that association measures
just as determined as they are adopting
against us—and let the strongest win.
We shall not, however, need to estab-
lish any counter societies in order to
gain the victory. - We are confident
that in a very few. years the most,
prominent leaders of the P. P. A, will
be sorry that they ever joined such a
movement, and will endeavor to con-
ceal the fact that they ever did so.
But the ghost of Banquo will in spite
of all persist in haunting the guilty.
We feel a pleasure in being able to
state that a representative of the
Toronto Globe who recently called
upon a large number of Protestant
clergymen and laymen of Toronto and
Montreal, found them almost unan-
imous in condemnation of the dark-
lantern association. We say almost,
we might say quite, unanimous, for
where there was any hesitation in
pronouncing a condemnation it was
because the gentlemen who gave their
opinion did not consider themselves
sufficiently acquainted with the char-
acter of a society which keeps its
deeds so dark, to pronounce any
definite opinion on it. In no case
was there a word of approval. We
may quote the following from Rev.
G. C. Workman as a sample of the
views generally expressed :

“1 view the P. P. A. with humilia-
tion and surprise. It appears to me as
a lamentable manifestation of relig-
ious bigotry and sectarian prejudice.
I regard the organization as unworthy
not only of the name it assumes, but
also of the object it avows."

We fully believe ‘hat the gentlemen
who expressed condemnation of the
P. P. A. to the Globe reporter
the other day were sincere, but we
shall be the more ready te believe in
their sincerity if we find them discour-
aging the proscriptionists by deeds.
It is to be feared that if the Fultons
and Shepherds, the Wilds and the
Douglases were to appear on the scene
again, they would be welcomed as
enthusiastically as ever by those who
encouraged them in the past. We
are, however, glad to see that there is
some indication of more generous con-
duct on the part of the clergymen whe
bave already spoken, than we had
reason to expect, judging from the
past.

The Rev. Dr. Herridge has been ex-
ceptionully honest and outspoken in
the expressien of his sentiments, and
consistently so. He was the same
liberal-minded and tolerant man, as
now during the anti-Jesuit agitation.
We should be pleased if we could agree
with him further, but we must diverge
from him when he speaks approvingly
of a ‘‘Pretestant-Catholic” or a ‘‘Cath-
olic-Protestant " church.  Protestant-

some revealed truth, whereas Catho-
licism is the acceptance of the whole

ism is essentially a protest againstig.e) bound to say that in some respects

and Protestants in Quebec are per-
mitted to educate their own children
in accordance with their comscientious
convictions, and while so doing they
are exempted from educating the chil-
dren of other people. We confess our
inability to see any extraordinary
privilege in all this. It is only a taste
of fair dealing ; and it is to be borne
in mind that there are guarantees
given to Protestants in Quebec such as
the Catholics of Ontario never looked
for. One such guarantee is that by
which the Protestant sonstituencies of
Quebec were so guarded from the Cath-
olic majority in that Province that
their boundaries were made unalter-
able unless by their own censent !
Surely if there is reason for Protest-
ants to be so angry at Catholics on
account of special privileges enjoyed,
that they are justified in forming an
association to deprive Catholics of all
civil rights, Catholics have still
greater reason to form a similar asso-
ciation against their Protestant fellow-
citizens.
But there is not the least danger
that Catholics will attempt anything
80 wickedly unjust and foolish. We
leave the like to people of Col.
O'Brien's calibre. But though there
will be no such Catholic associations
against Protestants, the P. P. Alsts
need not be greatly surprised if Cath-
olics pay back the members of the P.
P. A, in their own coin ;: and there is
good reason to believe they will do so,
whether such an association extend to
Ontario alone or carry its ramifica-
tions into Quebec. A Quebec paper
has already declared that two can play
at the P. P. A. game, as the following
item from the Monde will show :

trtuh as once ‘‘delivered to the saints.”
There can be no patching up of a union
between the two; but there can be
mutual toleratiom, and union for the
common good in temporal matters, and
in things which concern the prosperity |on the Gospel of the kimgdom
In mattersof | of God is to teach its truths fully,
conscience let each one be free to foi- | definitely, clearly. All classes, edu-
low his own convictions, and even to
propagate them as far as he can do| gtill because there is a lack of defi-
80 without invading the rights of | niteness, accuracy and depth in the
By this means the country teaching afforded tothem. The lessons
will be both peaceful and prosperous :
otherwise ull will be turmoil and dis- | slear and positive, like the facts with

of our common country.

FOR PROTES-|continuity thromgh the centuries of
TANTS TO REFLECT UPON.
It is the custom of this age of rail-|lectures everywhere."

roads and telegraphs to belittle the

efforts of men who render themselves | Anglican Church has had a continu-
conspicuous by any quality that runs|ous existence *‘ shrough the centuries."
counter to its ideas and aspirations.

We can easily imagine why world- | that which of late has been frequently

lings hurl taumt and jibe against|made by individual Anglican Church-

monks and religious, because, forsooth,
they cannot understand a life of silence | land is part of the Universal Church

Tossed about by | as it existed before the Reformation,

every wind of doctrine, leaning upon ; yet, in view of the assertiom which has

the reeds of the world for consolation, | been frequently, and even authoritat-
and seeking in the plaudits of their|ively, made, that such is the case, we
fellows the only reward they deem |cannot but consider that such is the
worthy, the religious life, with its dis- | meaning intended to be conveyed.
cipline of mind and heart, with its un-
ceasing admonition to look beyond the | it is intended to signify that the
grave for the crown, must be to them | modern Church of England is one and
always the veriest foolishness.

But little reason have they to utter}in England from the date of the con-
sarcasm, for look we up the long vista | version of the country in the secend
of ages, and we see them going their | century, down to the time of the
ceaseless rounds of mercy, entering the | Reformation under Henry VIII., Ed-
hovel and dungeon and venturing|ward VI. and Elizabeth ; and, coming

and mortification.

The University of Bologna dates its
charter from 1168, Oxford and Cam- |
bridge, erected by Catholic hands, were
thronged by gentle monks who prayed
and studied when England considered
it a thing impossible that it should ever
cast off the yoke of the Church that
warmed it with the life of Christianity.
St. Andrews, Scotland, is from 1411 ;
Glasgow, 1451 ; Dublin University,
established by a bull of Pope John
XXI., in 1820 ; Prague, in 1848;
Vienna, 1865.

Printing was a thing unknown at
that early day, and books had to be
written or transcribed on parchment.
Think of the patient toil and drudgery
of such atask ! Who performed it? Who
for the most part but saintly religious.
Day after day they worked on, never
flagging in their zeal, because it was
done to instruct their brethren and to
lay firm and deep in their souls the
love and knowledge of God. Their
lives of unwearied labor and self-
denial must forever challenge the re-
spect and admiration of all lovers of
noble action.

We advise our separated brethren
who look upom a Dominican or
Jesuit as a terrible being who carries
around with him inquisitorial racks
and pincers to torture innocent Pro-
testants, to consult history more and
prejudice less, and we may possibly
have them refrain from expressions
that reflect little credit on their intelli-
gence and charity.

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN
CANADA.

The Archbishops and Bishops of the
newly consolidated Church of England
in Canada have just issued a pastoral
letter addressed to all members of the
Church, and defining the position of
the Church in relation to several
matters of general importance. This
document has been issued in purusance
of a resolutien passed by the general
synod, and its chief purpose is to im-
press upon the Anglicans of the Domin-
ion a sense of the beneficial results
which are expected to flow from the
consolidation.

We are ourselves of the opinion that
the step taken towards consummating
union of the hitherto distinct Anglican
Church of the Provinces will make the
Church of England a more potent
infiluence in the land ; and as we are
also convinced that the newly con-
stituted Church will be a more effic-
ient barrier against the inroads of
Latitudinarianism, we can heartily
congratulate its members on the im-
portant step they have taken. We
have no desire to carp at the document
which the Bishops have issued, yet we

their representations are inexact, and
in some other respects we believe they
are over-sanguine in their expecta-
tions of good results to be derived from
the new condition of affairs. They
say :

‘“The way to maintain and hand

cated and uneducated alike, have
suffered in the past, and are suffering

of the catechism and praver book
are not vague and misty. They are

which they are concerned. SR R
The first planting, the growth and the

England’s branch of the Holy Catholic
Church should be presented in frequent

There is here a claim made that the
This claim is not clearly identical with

men, that the present Church of Eng-

As we understand this passage, them,

the same with the Church as it existed

forth through fire and martyrdom in | from the united Episeopate of the

‘‘ The Orange Sentinel declares that
no party is strong enough to stop the

Have his ultra-Protestantism and
A. P. Aism impaired the colonel's rea-
soning powers? We have no doubt
thatsuch is one of the effects of a cause
like that in which he is engaged, be:

march of the odious Protestant Protec-
tive Associatien. War then."”

We desire to live at peace with cur
Protestant fellow - citizens, but with
the'P. P. A. there can be no peace.
Catholics will feel it a necessity in

the cause of human souls. Under their | Church, it demands moreattention than
repositories of it would if it were merely the statement
learning, colleges and universities to of an individual.
feed the heart and intellect, spring up | Noclaim can be more fallacious than
The proudest halls of this. . The Reformation established

learning in Europe to~day are of Cath- altogether a new religion.

as if by magic.

The Unkversitylpf Pa

Luther raised the standard of revolt. | The perpetual sacrifice which had been

foretold by the Prophet Malachi as ‘‘a
sacrifice and clean oblation " offered
up *‘ from the rising of the sun to the
going down thereof,” was abolished,
and a new form of worship introduced
inits place. The essential constitution
of the Church was violently changed,
and a humanly appointed head was
substituted for the successor of St.
Peter, who alone had or could have
universal authority in the Church, and
new doctrinal standards were set up.

It was the glory of the early British
Church that it was established by
missionaries who derived their juris-
diction from the saintly Pope Eleuthe-
rius, and that Church in sending its
Bishops to the Councils of Arles and
Sardica to take part in deliberation
with the Bishops of other nations,
acknowledged its unity of faith with
the Church of the whole world, and re-
cognized the authority of the Pope,
whom the whole world recognized.

Later, when the Britons had been
driven into the mountains of Wales by
the Saxon invaders, it was again by a
missionary from a Pope that the
Saxons were converted to Christian-
ity, and the Church in England
always recognized the See of Rome as
the centre and source of ecclesiastical
authority and jurisdiction. In repu-
diating the Pope, the .modern Church
of England repudiated the Holy Cath-
olic Church, of which the Canadian
Bishops now claim to be a branch.

We are told also that the catechism
and the prayer book are clear and
positive, not vague and misty. If
such were truly the case, they would
scarcely have reason to make the
complaint that in the past Churchmen
had suffered from a *‘lack of definite-
ness, accuracy and depth, in the
teaching afforded to them.”

It is notorious that the widely differ-
ent teachings of High-Churchism, Low-
Churchism, Erastianism, etc., which
find a place in the Church of England,
all claim to be sustained by the cate-
chism and the prayer book. If these
were as clear as we are told they are
this would surely not be the case. And
where is the authority which can de-
cide between these parties in the
Church? As yet no such authority
has been able to speak so as to settle
the disputes. We may therefore
readily accept the statement of Lord
Macaulay to the effect that the Catech-
ism and prayer book were made
purposely vague in order that. persons
of every shade of belief might imagine
that their favorite doctrines are to be
found in them. At all events this is
practically the case at the present day,
as there is no power now except that
of a merely humain Parllament which
can definitely pronounce any doctrine
to be a heresy against the faith.

On the subject of religious teaching
in the schools, the Bishops have spoken
in a very decisive voice, and if their
pronouncement is to be taken as in-
dicating that they will maintain the
right of parents to give a religious
training to their children, we welcome
it as a great step towards vindicating
parental rights throughout the Domin-
ion.

Referring to this important question
the pastoral says :

‘It is a great encouragement to be
assured that there are indications of
growing dissatisfaction in the com-
munity with the absence of religious
instruction from our Public schools.
The General Synod has put on record
its judgment that °‘religious teaching
in our Public schools is absolutely
necessary in order to fulfil the true
purpose of education, and %o conserve
the highest interests of the nation at
large." Weurge all who are willing
to be guided by us to use their influ-
ence to bring the edmcation and train-
ing of the young into a true and close
cennection with the religion of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Until
this is effected, parents, sponsors and
pastors should be unceasing and per-
sistent in their efforts to teach the
young all that a Christiam ought to
know and believe te his soul's health.
It is ‘not right that any part of the
child's ‘life should be separate from
religion, its infl and its 1
We repeat it, so long as there con-
tinues in the schools of our country the
grievious severance of education from
religion, parents, pastors and sponsors
muet put forth special efforts in every
way open to them, so that their children
may be virtuously brought up te lead
a godly and a Christian life.”

It is scarcely necessary for us to say
that with the principles here enunci-
ated we most heartily agree. On
this broad platform Catholics through-
out the Dominion have always stood,
and we welcome the official announce-
ment of the Chureh of England Episco-
pacy that they too will take their

possible to have a distinctive religious

teaching ; but wherever a denomina-

tion is able and willing to support a

school or schools distinctively reli-

gions, they have a perfect right to

have such schools, and Catholic will

throw no obstacle in their way. Such

schools are entitled to share equitably

in any Government aid which is given

for education ; and it is for this reason

that we claim for our Catholic school

system in Ontario, as well as in Mani-

tobaand the North-West, that the rights

of Catholic parents shall be respected.

After this enunciation of the prin-

ciples of Anglicanism, it is not too

much for us to expect that the Angli-

can clergy and laity will extend to us
the same generous support which they

ask for themselves in this matter of
religious instruction in the schools.

It is absolutely necessary, if the rising

generation is to be saved from the
horror of growing up in seepticism or

religious indifference.

It is the fashion among the Cana-

dian ememies of religious education, or
the advocates of a purely secular edu-

cation, to represent Catholics as ene-

mies of the Pablic schools; and the

same course is pursued by the cor-

responding classes in the United
States ; but neither in Canada nor in

the United States is this representation
of the case correct. We are perfectly
satisfied with the Public school system,

as far as the imparting of secular in-
struction is concerned ; and if there
are any who wish to give their chil-
dren only a secular education, we are
by all means willing that they make
use of the Public schools in aorder to do
s0. But because the Anglican Church
has pronounced now in favor of relig-
ious instruction we shall not accuse it
of desiring to destroy the Public school
system, and neither do we regard it as
fair and just to bring such an accusa-
tion against Catholics. @~We say that
an education, to be complete, must rest
upon religion as the basis of all moral-
ity, and we therefore desire to have
secular and religious instruction go
hand in hand in the schools we make
use of. Our position is just, and it can-
not be impugned except by misrepre-
sentation of the real state of the case.
It is with pleasure, therefore, that we
find the Church of England now taking
the same ground upon which we have
always stood.

AN OLIVE BRANCH.

The Rev. W. T. Herridge, of
Ottawa, who during the Equal Rights
agitation held the position of Moder.
ator of the Ottawa Presbytery, and
distinguished himself for the liberal
sentiments expressed durimg the heat
of that antl Catholic crusade, by re-
fusing to put to the Presbytery a
motion condemnatory of Jesuits, and
a Catholic aggressiveness which had
an existence only in the fertile
imaginations of the Equal Righters,
has again earned the admiration of all
lovers of fair-play and justice by his
outspoken condemnation of the P. P.
A. and its un-Christian methods.

In a sermon delivered in St.
Andrew’s church on the 10th inst.
he said :

‘“The great practical problem of
the religious world was to bring har-
mony out of the strife which from cen-
tury to century had rent asunder the
two great branches of the Christian
Church. The ideal religion,” he
continued, ‘‘is found neither in Protes-
tantism nor in Catholicism, but ina
union of the two, which will make us
Protestant-Catholics and Catholic-Pro-
testamts. Wo have no right to re-
strict the title of brother simply to
those who echo our opinions and pro-
nounce eur shibboleths. Protestant
protective associations, with all the
mischievous results which are apt te
follow them, will not be needed if we
learn to combine unswerving faith
with fervent charity. We must
beware of using the word brother as a
cant phrase which has mo heart in it.
Unhappily, this is sometimes done,
and, as a consequence, earnest men
keep the ‘ brothering’ fraternity at a
respectable distance.”

On the question of the mischievous
effects of such associations as the P. P.
A. we heartily agree with Mr. Her-
ridge, and we would be glad if it were
possible for us to ignore entirely the
existence ef such a society among our
Protestant neighbors. But, though
much against our will, we must open
our eyes to the fact that there is suffic-
ient fanaticism about ws to make the
Protestant Protective Associatien a real
evil which must be met and battlcd
against with firmness and determina-
tion.

If there is to be peace and harmony

stand on the same platform of Freedom
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It is perfectly true that where the

} ; ‘ in decregd to take the place of those which | children' of different denominations
cause the mode of opepation:of those, PUTY self defehite to adept sgeinst. flowrishiog econditien long before had besn believedifrom the Nllnnm-;,‘i_nmpln;mmuw-mm, it-ls im-  actual oppesition. < Those who pas-

between Catholics and Protestants in
Canada, it devolves upon Prote:tants
as a duty to put down the intolerant

; association with a strong hand by dis-

couraging it in every way, and that by
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