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THE CATHOLIC RECORD.

CONSISTENCY.

Qo far as we can learn from their
history, the early Christians were not
given to worry over the ** Bible ques
tion.” It may be that other things
kept them pusy ; what with cstablish-
ing churches, and looking out for the
poor and geuting ready for the beasts or
the flames, they had little time for eriti-
cism either higher og lower. But the
main reason of what might seem their
oversight was that the ‘‘Question”
did not exist, and the Bible itself, as
we have it, was unknown to men like
Stephen and James. In fact, the
Founder of Christianity did not lay
much stress on geriptural polemics.
Though He certainly might have put
His doctrine, clearly and categorically.
into a volume of reasonable size, He
did not, to our knowledge, leave any
writing beyond a few characters traced
in the sand. 1t He gave His disciples
instractions to write, no mention of
this command appears in the gospel :
and if writing were an essential part
of the apostolic calling, the majority of
the chosen twelve were sadly wanting
in duty. It is noexcuse for them that
the press was not yet invented, nor the
Bible Society organized ; neither will
it do to say that thousands of people,
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over these and other troublesome ques- \ “TRUE AMTRICANIEM. l an orange blossom in his hat and ! Angels of Charity.
tions., which were swept aside in thej . i | jumps in front of anexpress train that | ' ; ' g
ardor of veform, it is remarkable that Father Sherman’s Bloquent Address | ig going sixty miles an howr in ‘1 Rev. Dr. Howard

hope of stopping it. Launghte

¢ heads did not see what natural
vosults would follow. If the eld Chure h
had fallen into error, what was o save
the new or make it any better? And
then, as every man was 1o read and
judge for himself, it was evident
nonsense to talk of orthodox or heretice
any longer. To say nothing of a
respectable majority who would never |
learn to read, and who had to depend
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brighter gleams of the **Spirit " might

ity of widest import was most strangely
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. ) e . Nightingale on
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with souls to save, were unable, for one
reason or another, to read what they
might have fixed on papyrus or parch-
ment. If it were their business as
founders of the Church to write books
they ought to have done so and lefl
their works to sueceed them in the
Apostolate, instead of ordaining other
men and commissioning them to teach.

ently of any authority, has a right to

t S to a citizen of the United States. 1| They make assertions utterly dev fls sy voice of
judge the several texts of Seriptures as \ B nake assertions utterly devoid of fsilvery voiee o

hold the same opinion in this respect | trnth, 1 say they are liars Ap- | that he heanr
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ing it even as a human document to
the level of legend and myth?
History has answered the question

doctrine of America, 1 therefore mean | (treme ndous applause Thomas IEwing, | hex
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The whole matter could have heen
:u'mn;_;'udlwt‘nn-:'m-y::upnr;nml. There
was no mistaking the nature of the
task imposed upon them by Christ.
« Teach all nations " is a command so
explicit that they who heard it, being
neither ubiguitous nor immortal, ought
to have agreed at once on a proper dis
tribution of the “‘written word.” The
necessity of some such plan should have
appeared even more clearly when they
learned that the Holy Ghost was to
teach them **all truth.”

What better chance to complete the
Geriptures than that Pentecost morn-
ing, which not only filled them with
the Divine Spirit, but gave them a
power of speech which all the peoples
of earth could understand? Some ot
the Apostles, it is true, have left writ-
ings that are inspired and contain
much of the doctrine and moral teach-
ing of their Master. But what sur-
prises us is that they did not get to-
gether a canon of books of the Old and
of the New Testaments, seal it with a
synodal approbation, and declare them
to be the sole rule of saving faith.
Perhaps they suspected that this very
assertion wonld occasion more quarrels
of interpretation than any other line
in the Bible ; or it is possible that some
of them, having died before the New
Testament was complete, could not
well give their approbation. At any
rate, it would seem that quite a differ-
ent idea had possessed them. Merging
their individuality in 2 teaching
lmdy,andlrmkin;_:'imo:hut'uturohul\-mnl
their own life limit, they conceived
that what Christ told them was meant
for the Church. Hence they under-
stood how Christ could be with them
‘call days, even to the conswmmation
of the world,” and why He that would
not hear the Church should ber rded
tag a heathen and a publican.™
Hence, too, the conviction with which
they imbued their converts that the
Church, not the Bible, was the ** pillar
and ground of truth.,” Such notions,
of course, cannot De called ‘*ad-
vance ;" but they have a peculiar in-
becav they obtained among
s of persons who are generally
regarded as first-rate Christians.

Though no exact date had been
announced in the Bible for the ‘‘con-
summation of the world " an impres-
sion sprang up early in the sixteenth
century that Christ had ceased to be
with the Church, or, what amounted
to the same thing, that the Church had
ceased to be the ¢ body of Christ.”
It was not merely that men in their
lives fell short of the standards which
the Church maintained, but that the
Church herselt, despite the indwelling
of the Paraclete, had gotten astray.

Here at last, after a standstill of
fifteen hundred years, was something
like advance! And if the advances
had appealed to some new principle
or supported their claims with a fresh
revelation they might have had logic
at least on their side. But their ery
was ** back to Christ and the Apostolic
age.” And strangely enough it was
made to appear, though all the Chris-
tian centuries had not perceived it,
that the Bible alone was the source
of belief and its silent pages the
arbiter of all disputes. Every man
became a Church unto himself, decid-
ing by his private judgment those
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to be the guide of Bible readers, is re
replaced by Strauss and  Renan.
Such is the logical outcome of the doc
trine of private jugdment sct up in

ety h things, a combination of sentiments, | fell iust outside the trenches of the | that oth
onposition to the authority of the B ; it . f ] wt oth
pposition | » thority he | qifferences of opinion upon many | enemy. Had it not been for Ivish | unfriendly and

teaching Church

But now comes the third and most
interesting phase in this evolution. A
learned man, following the dictates of
his scholarly judgment, proposes to

however, should be sottled openly and | over with Lafayvette in the revolution, | eves to the blind,
honorably and with some regard for | how would Awmerican independence :

be settled in secret lodges where men’s | ton i ructed hi ldier al i

7 ¢ . . sSe § 208, y 1 instructed his solC iers not to speak | power 1t
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: Pk $act : L4 applause. ) not been for Roman ( atholic assistance | and make common su¢

certain opinions of his own regarding AT !
: ' . Patrick He

their contents. Whereupon he is sus-

est priuciplc—buliuvcd in open discus-
¢ion on that sacred subject. No man
ever got up and said that religious
liberty should be restrained in those | Catholics were mot loval Americans, | beauty born of heaven.
days. The first principle of America | Who ever heard of the ‘loyalist party’ Sisters of Charity !
is liberty, and especially religious lib- i ' ”

as set forth in said charges contrary to many more arrows barbed with silver | of them that brighten
the essential doctrine of Holy Scripture
and the standards of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of Amer-
ica, and in violation of the ordination
vow of said appellee Briggs), which

a2ty Tacifer . sa) 318 ord St
said erroneous views and doctrines erty, (Yocliefuns applause) R 11(;1(\)11 politician, though my sympathies lean -
strike at the vitalsof Jligion and have has vested rights and should not belto the principles ot the republican Are You Nervo

been industriously spread.” Had this
document issued from the Vatican
Council, a good deal would have been
said about the * intolerance of the
Church,” and so on, but no serious man
would have brought up the charge of
inconsistency.  Nor need we bring it
up here, for our feelings towards Dr.
Priggs and all other Presbyterians are

midst of political life. There is dis-
cord enough in politics nOw. Laugh-
ter and applause.)

laughter and applause.) There is the
republican  party and there is the| Hoods Sarsaparill

these nroducts of secret ‘3,-:_.-:miz:.1t'mns party exists.
that are a}\\l—Aln«-l'u-nn in sentiment «Now for t
and principle, falsely prate that the
Catholics are seeking to unite State

. dyspepsia.
he personncl of these polit-
ical nonentities, these Hes
attack us. It is composed of all kinds

action and sure in effect.

only of the kindliest sort. Principles m.“l(lmwh'. B stand before you to-| of ingredients. There is, notably, the Parents Must 1
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thinking, a body which claims to be ny fALher 1aVE weunion.  (Tre-| fallen priest.  Among the chosen | but this never occnrs now :

mendous applause.) Union means

o true Church of Christ does nothing g
the true Church Cl > 2 | peace these assassins mean war.

amiss in asserting its authority and
gitting in judgment on its members,
A legitimate zeal for the *‘vitals of re-
ioion " may oblige an or anization to loft when he fell to go out and hang
oirt itself about with ¢laims which were ORANGEMAN'S IDEA OF LIBERTY. pimself.  (Laughter.) This broken
discarded three centuries back. Dut «Dean Swift once said that it you|down political hack and this fallen

troubles,”

head of this secret organization there
e is a fallen priest, who is like Judas,
cord. They are men utterly opposed | oxcept that he
to principle.

cruciating agony ofter part
had not sense enough | dinner,

man’s head you first should get an | breeders of the worst of all discord coeretions and convert the

the Protestant view point, the very ; / : bl e L B d
auger and bore a hole in his cranium religious discord. ~ On their hoads | into hiealthy noLmon,

tirst and most essential ‘‘vital of relig- ¥ o 4 4 : L
ion,” we fail to understand how this and then drive the idea in. (Laugh- | will fall the responsibility. Ap- | or Dyspepsin.
ter.) So it is with these Orangemen plause. \

.an strike at itself.

: < " «The Orangeman’s idea of liberty | were wi Washington at Valley
thing a candidate for orders can do is B i ! re with ashing :

to ascertain before taking his ordina-
tion vow just how far the standards of
the Church allow him to g0 in his ex-
ercise of private judgment. But here
again the trouble would be to decide
who shall interpret the standards.

him upon religion. (Laughter.) He uniform of loyalty at Shiloh, Vicks frightful dreams of di
does not realize that he ig committing | burg, ad Atlanta (cheers) and other | that 1 woulii often drez
treason in denying re

¢ \When a citizen of the United | men will not be crowed down by a few | removed,
States takes the oath of allegiance he Hossians led by fallen priests. (Ap taste or fanc

T 1 acrees that all must have equal rights : | plause Tariff Reform.
As these are nc infallible, their mean- s e ), il : : N i Reform i8 4 :
i};"'qll' f\(ﬂ\"u"tl :(:‘kl:‘ll‘]u‘(‘ and the strong and yet these so called exponents of “ Py a strange dispensation of | Pariff Reform is in the

g issubje! change, 4 » 5t - A
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est influence for effecting the change is America principles who have started | God a soldier’s son 18 a Catholic | other medicine cures

the leaning of men like Dr. Driggs
and his friends. That such modifica-

i

5 : this grand republic was founded ! ioht, ready to fight for the rights Satisfaction is guir:
tion may be brought about is already “,”_X'_‘“_ R \lx'n l‘UI’ITH' ; “lﬁ“"‘“" 'll- i ho Jew or Ge Tile, | fumer of Hood's Sarsapa
b R AL i 4 AL ALLEGI of every man, " 16 Jew or rentiie. | qoses in every bottle. No

the conviction, if not the hope, of many
earnest men in the Presbyterian
Church. On this score we have no
predictions to make. We have seen
the same tendencies at work in coun-
tries like Germany, far more conserva-

ANCE. Cheer
¢ 1f the Pope imagined that he had 1 have

renounce my allegiance as an Ameri- | ment give them a reservation and
an citizen to the president of the | fence it in with a red fence, and let
United States, the elected chief of the | the red-coated soldiers do guard duty

iv : sricn,  Havnack and his i :

N\]e ‘H“ ‘}ml :l[(‘:] » lt;lt\tnl;'d:\t:”((1113:)‘1: American nation, I would resist the|on top of the fence. [.aughter.)
e oo canon | pope,  (Applause.) It President | Paint their cottages orange color and
and creed upon the ebb-tide of eriti g

Cleveland called upon me to renounce give them alake upon which they may
my spiritual allegiance to the Pope as float a crescent-shaped ship similar to
Vicar of Christ and the head of the the one Washington Irving deseribes in
Church, I would resent such an inter-| * The Knickvr\uwlwr\',' On the poop
ference. (Applaus .) of this ship let them erect an equestrian

« Monsignor Satolli, the Pope’s re- | statue of William of Orange. (Laugh-
presentative at Washington, is ajter.) Lot them adopt Washington
modest little Italian gentleman. He | Irving's ' Knickerbockers’ at their

cism, and it is not for us tosay what
is left. But when the final revision is
accomplished, we should be glad to
know what proportion of its members
yet cling to that Church as an offset
to those who have drifted by broader
channels into  wider seas. Possibly

at

things which an apostle _had found
“hard to understand.” No warrant
of Scripture of course, could be ad-
duced to uphold the ‘ reform,” as
none could be found to prove that
Christ had failed in His promise or
changed. Butit wasa pleasant way
of settling things. especially since the
rule held as well for morals as tor
faith. A large responsibility, no
doubt, was thrown upon the Holy
Ghost, for if it took Divinity to inspire
the writer of a book it was more than
Divinity could do to make all the
interpretations of private judgment
equally true.

A startling amount of naive con-
fidence in the traditional Chureh must
also have been required to make the
new apostles accept trom her hands the
Seriptire to which they appealed.
Shrewder men, though less poeri 24y
would have asked: If the Church
has corrupted her doctrines, how do we
know that she has not been meddiing
with the sacred text? But passing

those that remain may be able to show
us the logical cgm}vctimn between the | o1 4 waes about his bus
three phases of Church development | 1hoe ©
which we have outlined here.  Until llh ;
this is done wo¢ have no desire to zig-
zag from authority to private judg
ment and back to authority again.
Since we must have a ‘Cjudicatory g
in matters of faith, we prefer to ¢ ceept
that which alone, in the face of all
human variations, has asserted its
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none at his command. I therefore | the andience with a chorus of votes in|;
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