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Legend of the )ntant Jerus Serving at
Math,

@ome, children, all whose joy it is
To serve st Holy Mass,

And hear what once. in d«ys of faith,
In England came to pass!

3¢ ochanc'd a priest was journeyin
'hrough dark and gloomy w. .
And there, where few came passing by,
A lonely chapel stood.

e stay'd his feet. that pilerim priest,
His moruirg muss to say,

And put the sucred vestments on
Which near the aitar lay.

But who shall rerve the Holy Mass,
For ail is silent here ?

He kneels, aud there in patience wails
The peasani’s hour of prayer.

When Io! a child of wondrouas grace,
Before the altar steals,

And dowp beside the lowly priest,
The Infaut veauty kneels,

Hea serves the Mass; his voice s sweet
Like distant music low,

With downcast eye and ready hand,
And fuol-1ail hushed and slow.

*“Jt verbom caro factum est,”
He lugers till he hears,

Then turning he to Mary'’s y
In glory disappears.

S0 round the altar, children dear,
Press gladly in God'» name,
Por once to serve at Hol. Mass,
The lufant Jesus came.
—e ) AP

CHRISTMAN DAY,

A TALE FOR THE YOUNG.

“How I do Jike Christmes.” said little
Miony Grenville, on the Feast of the
Nativity, which was the day of her first
eommunion,

«Cowe now, Minny,” eaid Mrs, Gren
ville, laying aside the book she had been
reading, (she, tco, bad been at commun
jon on that dsy,) “come now, Minny,
why do you o Jike Christmas 1"

«Becsuse it is such a nice time ; and
this Cbristmas especially. You know I
received our dear Lord this morning, and
soon afterwards the eister carried me to
put tbe little dress, which 1 made my
self, on the image of the infant Jesus 1n
the crib. Sister Martba eays I am to
light the Jamp in the little star over the
erib, and that no one else must do it
Then I am to give that fine big cake as a
Christmas.box to widow Morley, and the
two large handkerchiefs,which I hemmed
myself, and the pair of gloves snd pew

air of boots, to her son, little Willy,—
'{ow glad be eball be, Then I am to get
a little crib of my own on New Year's
day, and & new work-box, and a pew
doli; how I do like Cbristmas!” and,
fanly out of breath, she clapped her
little bands with glee.

“Well, Miuny,” eaid Mrs. Grenville,
“your ressons for liking Christmas are
not eo eelfish as I expected. I am very
well pleased indeed, but listen!” The
lsst portion of s Christmas carol wae
being sung in the street, by a voice which,
though tremulous and tender, was won
derfully sweet and clear; the accents
were uomistakably [rish. Suddenly the
voice stopped, as if the songster had
been stricken down, Both mother and
dsughter ran to the window, and there
the little rongster—a child between
eight and pine years old.—was orying
bitterly, and looking up and down the

Mre. Grenville’s house was the last of
o fasbionable row, near the outekirts of
Bristol, and the inhabitants of all, except
hers, were Protestants. Though the
little fellow had passed unheeded from
house to houee, he still kept singing
on, Even when he came to the last ot
the row, he tried to continue, but it was
in vain, and the long pent tears gushed
out. Tf:!ﬂ was why the voice 8o suddenly
mppod. Mrs. Grenville sent out for him,
gave him some bread and tes. The
tea he refused, but the bread he seized
with avidity, and stuffed into his pocket
He was on the pomnt of running off,
when, as if a sudden thought struck
him, (for ingratitude is seldom found
smong Irishmen,) he said : “WIll I sing
for you, madam 1"’ Receiving an answer
in the sfirmative, he commenced bis
QObristmas carol, in a clear voice,. When.
ever the name of Mother oocurred dur-
ing the eong, the tears would rush to his
eves, and his voioe become quite busky;
80 much #0 that he was compelled 1o
oough frequently, each time to hide his
emotion, under pretence of clearing his
throat. But Mrs. Grenville noticed i
though she said nothing. When he ha
finished, she asked him why he had cried
#0 bitterly in the street, “My poor
mother, ma’am,” said he, “ate nothing
sinoe yesterday morning ; she is too sick
to goout ; I bave been rehearsing this
song for the last week, and I was quite
sure that ’d bave lots of things to carry
home to my mother; for at home, in our
own owld country, if any person were
singing of a Christmas morning, he'd be
hardly able to carry home all that would
be given to him, So I was thinking of all
the fine things I would give to poor
mother, and how glad she would be.
But I have been singing in vain all the
morniug, and it is now after eleven
@'clock. Though no one would mind me,
1 atill kept singing on, but when I came
o this house and found it was the last
in the street, I tried not to ory, but I
oould not help it, I was so terribly disap-
Ob | my poor mother,” and
again the little fellow burst into tears,
for he loverl his mother wel), and his
heart was warm—what Irishman’s is

»ot ?
“Whay did you leave Ireland, and where
is your father,” asked M, Grenville,

“My father, ma’'am, heard that this
was s good place for work, so he came
over. But a little while after he came
bere he died, and now my mother and
little brother have no one but me,” and
be raised himeelf as though he were
proud of bis dignity,

“Where do you live 1”

“Number 14 in the alley, ma’am,”

“What 1s your name ?"”

“Peter O'Neil.”

“And you are a good child,” said Mrs.
Grenville; “God will not forget you,”

“Thank you, ma'am,” ssid he, and he
ran oft, now and then feeling his pocket,
as if he feared to lose the treasure it
contained, Atlength be reached home,
where he found his little brother Patsy
waiting for him, and his mother up and
dressed, though she looked very sick,
and deadly pale, As soon as be saw her
up, his beart bounded with joy, but when
bhe saw the death like paleness of her
cheeks, his heart sank even lower than
before, owing to the joy it had just ex
perienced, He did not wish to tell her
of his disappointment, but it should be
done, fo tsking courage, he went up to
her and eaid, “D sar mdther, I could only
get this piece of dry bread.”

“It cepnot be helped, Peter; God’s
holy will be done,” said Mrs, O'Neal
Bat when she looked around the bare
walls, and on her Christmas breakfast ct
dry bread, deepite her, the tears started
to her eyes; for though she never had
been rich, she pever had known want,
up to the present Christmas,

Little Patsy, who noticed her, ran up,
and soothingly said, “Don’t ory, mother,
we'll soon have enough; I know we will,
tor 1 asked our good Lord to give us
plenty, an’ he’ll give us whatever we'll
aek him, won’t he, mother ?”

“You are right, Patsy, dear,” said Mrs.
O'Neal; “he will not forget those who
trust 1n him, so we'll have enough, he'll
give us plenty.”

H“(,)'ur good Lord will, mother, won't

e

“He will and he bas given it,”* said a
voice, and Mre. Grenville and Minny
entered, each bearinga backet; they had
set out immedistely after Peter. ‘*He
will alwnys take care of those who love
Hm, You will want no more; I will
stnd Peter to school, and Patsy slso
when he is a little bigger, And Mrs.
O Neal, when you sre well, I will give
you the making up of all the linen in my
nouse, for I have heard below stairs that
you are ekiltul.  Until then I will take
care of your support; meanwhile, Minny,
come here,”

Minny, ever ready and ever glad to
muke others happy, went bounding with
delight,

Mrs Grenville took out of her own
basket a large Christmas cake, and some
groceries from Miony’s.

“] knew we'd heve plenty,” exclaimed
little Patsy, leaping and clapping his
naods with joy,

“You are a good child,” said Mrs.
Grenville. I will send over immediately
some coals and a Christmas diuner.”

The poor widow was so overpowered
with gratitude, that she could hardly
speak. However, her “hsppy Christmas,”
and “many happy returns of the new
year,” were given with such sincerity,
that they spoke volumes,

Mrs. Grenville having thanked her,
and Minny having overwhelmed with
kisses little Patsy, whom she declared
the dearest little fellow in the world,
both took thewr departure.

Mrs. O'Neal, (whose chief sickness
was want of nourishment, although she
did not pretend it,) with her little sons,
Peter and Pstsy, spent very happily the
Christmas season.

So now, dear young readers, when,
during the hnp{uy nights of Christraas,
you partake of the many good things
which this season brings with it, be not
forgetful of those whose hearth 1s cold
when yours is bright, and who want
necessaries when you enjoy even luxur-
ies in profusion.  But it you yourselves
cannot assist them, at least speak in
their behalf—for charity cannot be com-
menced too young, and, believe me, it
will sweeten the gifts of this happy
season, and give & new charm to.its
joys.

Merry Christmas,

In the rush of early morning,
When the red burns through the gray,
And the wintry world lies waiting,
For the glory of the day.
Then we hear a fitful ras!ling,
Just without upon the stair,
See two smail wnile phantoms coming,
Catoh the gleam of sanny hair.

Are they Christmas fairies stealing
Rows of little socks to fill?
Are t'oy angels floating hither
With thelir message *'of good-will ?”
What awest spull are these elves weaving,
As like larks they ounirp and sing ?
Are these paims of from Heaven
That these lovely spirits bring ?

Roay feet upon the threshold
E ‘ger faces peeping I.nrong‘:.
With the first red ray of suun-hine,
Uhaniing cherubs come in view;
Mistletoe and gleamiog holly,
Symbols of a blessed day,
In their chubby hands they carry,
Streaming ali along the way.

Well we know them, never weary
Of this innooant surprise,
W alting, watchiog, lislening a'ways,
With full hearts and tender eves,
‘While our little honsehold angels,
White and guldon 1n the sun,
Greet us, with the aweet old welcome,
“erry Christmas, évery oune !”
L. M. A.

It isannounced that the Harpers have
sent as a jubilee gift to Hie Holiness a
maguificently bound copy of “Ben Hur,”
General Wallace'’s famous book, with &
letter extending their congratulations to
the Sovereign Pontift,

The Salvation Army has'sppeared in the
streets of Rome, and its ceptains and
toldiers are seen in every direstion offer.
ing an Italian edition of the War Cry for
sale. Paseors.by are a good deal amused
by these men in strage uniforms, but

(Written for the Catholle Record.)
CHRISTMAS IN THE ¢0LD COUN.
TRIE.”

BY THE REV. EXN M'D DAWSON,L. L D,
&0., OTTAWA.

Throughout the United Kingdom of
Great Britain avd Ireland, Christmae is
generally observed, as a religlous Holy
day, all denommatione, especially Church
of hnghnd psople and the members of
the Roman Catholic Chu:ch, ) regard the
anniversary of our Saviour's hirth. Oaly
in the colder North does there p evail,
to any extent, an opposite view, Pres-
byterianism has always heid in ab-
horrence riays that are sacred to Chris

tisn memories. It will have none but
the Lord’s day or Sabbath, and some
Jast days of its own makivg Toe festival
of Ohristmas, nevertheless, is pretty
generally observed in Scotland, euch
are the numbers and inflience of the
Episcopal church there, as well as of
the old Catholic communion, At times,
even, Presbyterians have been awed into
s keeping of the day. It is within our
recollection that some seventy years ago,
the rigidly orthodox Presbyterian people
of a fisbing village who paid no attention
to Christmas, were almost all jost at ses,
when pursuing their every day avoca

tions on the day set apart for commem

orating the birth of Christ. This feartul
catastrophe, which filled the village with
widows and orphans, may or may not
have been designed as a warning, It
was, however, wisely taken as such, and
the good people of the village in ques-
tion have ever since respected the
Christmas season and taken part in the
wholesome celebrations of the time,

Uuiversslly throughout the Britich
Isles and trat part of the “old country”
called Ireland, Chrictmas is hailed as a
festive and joyous time. It {s looked for-
ward to with pleasurable anticipation from
the time tbat *chill November’s surls
hlasts make fields and forests bare ;” and
when it comes, it is welcomed not ouly as
meking a delightful break in the loug,
dull and dreary winter, but also as au
oceasion for recalling many cheering eocia!
as well as sscred mewmories, for restoring
minos worn almoet to set'led melancholy
by the world’s cankering cares, for reviv-
ing friendships, long departed, which, but
for the seascn of peace and joy, would
have been for ever lost.

To children what a time is not Christ
mas! They are in ecstacies at its
aporoach. It comes not alone ; but with
iv Santa Claus and all his treasures. Stock
ings of all sorte and siz3s are pressed int-
the eervice of the juventles aud distended
to their utmost capacity, lest they should
fail to receive sny of the gifts which the
liberal saint so profusely dispenses, a8 he
descends by the chimney to the festive
bearth. Moreadvanced youth seeks other
deligbte, more wortby, as it seeme, of it
growing reason. It must dive fnto the
future.

“Forth to the wood the young men go
To gather in the mistletoe.”

To what mystic or superstitious uses the
anclent Druids applied this evergreen
which twined around the venerated oak,
it need not now be inquired. It is pleas-
ing to youth more as au emblem of hope,
than as indicating by ite modes of applica-
tion the dectinfes of those to whose dwell
inge it aff ;rds & lively and cheering decora-
tion, What would we not give, here in
Canada, to be able to cover our roofs and
floors with the endless varieties of ever-
greens which adorn the woods and foreste
of “Merrie Englande,” to behold our doors
and windowa festooned with the holly and
the mistletoe, - We might then, indeed,
find an excuse for superstition, if it migh!
80 be called, and rejoice that we possessed
the presage of prosperity and bappiness.

On Christmas eve the bells are rung;

On Christmus eve old songs are sung.

But why, dear grandme, why so much
rlugiog of bells at Christmas more than
any other time? Why, my dears, jus
because it is Christmas. And why because
it {s Christmas ? Do now tell ue a!l about
Christmes, And eo, the aged dame, in
reply, gives lessons fn her own good
homely way, which neither age nor excess
of adverse or prosperous fortune, nor care,
NOT SOTTOW, LOE 8IL, even, can ever eiiace
In the long Christmas evenings the
geandsire slngs his favorite songs and re-
gites the national ballads with all their
curfous histories. But shall we not lesrn
history at school, sy the youngeters. No
doubt you will, my pets, aud in due time
and form, but these will be your fir«t
Jessons, and they will never be forgotten
Schoolboys are all dismisced from echool
with its cares and toile, so hard for them,
and enjoy their many out door sports, in
haliog health and strength in the keen
winter breeze whilst they learn in the
family circle, in one week, more than in
the course of a whole year they can ac
quire in thelr academic prisons, where
their intellects as well as their bodily
powers are too often cramped.

And not taey, only, but also the youth
of the laud disengaged by Cbristmas
ueuages from work and business and
worldly cares evjiy a variety of enliven.
ing aod icvigorating gemes. Socisl die-
tinctions are laid aside on such occasicus,
aud without ivjury to eoclal order. The
mau of quality and the strong ploughboy,
the peer and the peasant mingle together
in the friendly vlay. Now to and fro fe
driven the foct-ball between two contend-
ing hosts,. Nuw club ball clatms favor in
the hardy morth whi'st many rejice in
base-ball or the favorite Eoglish game of
cricket. We are not aware that lacrosse, 80
much in vogue bere in Canads, is known
to the British Ieles. But, to make amends,
they can curl, Ourling has long been s
fashionable sport in the north. In
our younger days we have kunown
some gentlemen who became #o
passionately ford of it tbat, when
there was not sufficlent ice, they arranged
the floors of their dining rooma as carhing
grounds and there e joyed with theie
friends the pleasures of the roaring game

otherwite, quietly remarks a Romsan
paper, the Saivationists donot seem to be
making » good business of it,

in defisnce of the open winter. This
favorite Scottish recreation is beginniog

to obteln in Canada. It is well known
that one popu'ar ex.Governor, Lord
Dufferin, enjoved many a with
his friends of the North Coungrie. These
enthusinstic curlers preseunted to his Ex.
cellency, on oceasion of his departure, a
spleudid tea ucn, made of Canadian silver,
fu the ‘."t'il of 8 ;nrling stone }u was
an appropriste and acceptable gift, the
noble rJﬂeut remarking phyln‘l:y, s it
was presented, that it would not only
keep him, harmiesly of course, in hot
water, bat would long be a pleasing
souventr of the happy years he had speut
iu Cansde, ard that in afier times, when
he and Lady Dafferin beheid it steaming
ou thele broakfast table, it would recall as
they convemed on bygone days, the recol
lection of the ! bad played and
the happy hours theg Weth had spent in
Canada: e

“For savel L ollm meminisse juve bit,”

In familics of good standing there ia &
succersion |of festivities from Chrlstmas
till twelfth day, or the E.iphany., Thbe
patriarchisl grandfather, or great-gracd
father, a8 A8 cometimes the case, claims
the first Bonozs snd invites his family and
frieuds %o bia hospitable hoard on Chris

mas day. Such of the descendants
s are deads of houses erjy
the like' privilege and  extend

their bospitalitien on the succeediig
days. Asin o'd limes, many still,adhered
to the unreformed ealendar or old siyle
there was old yule (Christmae )'and new yule
and not & tew, to make sure of being
right, kept both, sxd, thus, had four aud
twenty days of feasting igstead of twelve.
It was & joyous time, Song and tale went
round, Tousts sud speeches too, were in
order, apd eveu cards, but no gambling
The seniord indulged in a hand of umber
ur o rabber of whist, whilst the youth of the
circle sought recreation more to their
taste, and awingled in the mezy dance or
lsughed o¥er those numberless eontriv
auces whidh everybody had recourse to,
bat in whi¢h nobody believed, that showed,
a8 in & mirror, the lot in life of each
inquiring  juvenile, These were more
properly the pastimes ot Hallowe'en
But the Christmas festivities could not
be compléte without them

While the tamilies on whom fortune
emiled thus enjoyed the society of their
friends together with the good things ot
this life, they were not unmindiul of their
poorer neighbors, And it was invariably
resolved that these humbler members of
the community, whose fare was of the
plaineet throughout the year, should dive
us comfortably as their more wealthy
fellow-countrymen, at the Christmas sea
«on. At this time, moreover, it was held
to be impossible to refuse any applica
tion for pelief. Such alms-giving not un.
frequently became the occssion of mak
ing wardn ignorance, It is related of an
elderly jady in the old countrie, that
one day s .she was extending her
benevoiefiea to & very poor and aged
woman, who asked her, as it was Christ
mar, to bestow liberally for her relief.
And why on account of Christmas ! i
quired the worthy dame; can you tell
me what Christmas ie7 She w®was pot
very sure but believed it was the birth
day of some great man who had done
good to the country. On this the ex
cellent lady acked if she would be
pleased to learn what Christmas really
meant, and all in explaining to her the
nature of the festival, described o feel-
iogly all that the Biessed Saviour had
suffered for the salvation of the world,
that her bearer was moved to tears and
inquired, in a doleful tone, if it were
long since all that happened. Well,
said the lady, it is now well on to two
thousand years. “That’s a long time, we
must hope it’s no true,” We too would
fain hope and believe that such instances
are few and far between in our Christian
land. Bat, there ie no denying the sad
fact that we need not go to far away
innds, in order to find, as the illustrious
Dr. Chalmers would have expressed it,
heathen to excavate, With all the im
perfections to which we must plead
guilty, we can, nevertheless, take to
ourselves the comfort of saying that, in
no land where Christmas is unknown,
are the charities of Jife so dominant, or
the social fabric, witk its stern duties
and charming amenities, 80 firmly main-
tained,

— e

LEO XILL AND THE JUBILEE.

The following extracts are taken from
a Roman Journal and a letter about

Spain :
“Tae painting destined for the Holy
Father, a8 a Jubilee offering of the Relig

ious of the Sacred Heart, is “Judith,”
at the time she returns, in triumph, from
the tent, and is met by the High Priest,

She holds the head of the tyranmt,
Holofernes, and her maid stends by her;
warriors come forth to meet her,the priest
is in an attitude of prayer and thanks-
giving Fires and torches are lighted on
the walls of the city, and great confusion
reigns in the enemy’s camp.

Thesizs is six metres high and seven
metres long, and ro far, is considered a
masterpiece. All who have eeen the pic.
ture are unahimous in its praisc; it is at
present in the palac: (Vatican ( awaiting
its place in the Exhibition Hall.

The Holy Father has given the artist,
M Haldi, permission to put the painting
in the best place, so that it may be seen
to advantage; the otner gifts given by
the order are to surround the above.
The children of Mary of Madrid, attached
to the convent of the Sacred Heart, have
presented & chalice ornamented by Jewels,
and ig sn exquisite plece of workmanship.

On the paten is the Agony in relief,
on the base of the chalice East Indian
oarbuncies from the breast pin and earn
ings of the Duchess of Pastrana, & large
one, aimoet the size of a pigeon’s egg is
in front, surrounded by a cross of dia-
monds, and at the foot & shell in gold,
bolding s large pearl, and rows of dia-
monds around it, also the coat of a:ms of
the Pope, tiars, eto.

diamonde; the Sacred Heart and the |
Holy Heart, Oa the back on blue
enamel, the monograms M, A, in dia.

mon:

Un the ball upon which the chalice
rests are large stones of various kinds, |
Around the stem of the chalice are |
statues of the four evangelists, about one
aud & hall inches high, covered by a |
oanopy in gold, in gothic arches, full of |
small diamonds,

On the front, in relief, the figure of
our Lord, His band raised, as if in.
structing, so often seen in pictures of the
Lust Supper.

Around His sacred Head is s profu.
cion of diamonds sheaves of wheat, full
of the same gems, are on both sidea of
our Lord,

The value is estimated at $16 000,
What renders this gift most precious 1s
thetit is made entirely of gold bracelets,
rings, gems, ete, given by the Children
of Mary themeelves,

LETTER FROM THE HOLY FATHER.

TO ALL THE FAITHFUL WHO MAY READ
THESE PRESENTS, HEALTH AND APOS-
TOLIC BENEDICTION IN THE LORD,

On the tirst day of the coming year we
will celebrate, with God’s helptul grace,
Our Sacerdotal Jubilee. All the nations
of the earth and all classes of society, as
having but one heart and one soul, are
now rejoicing, and in the midet of these
critical timies wherein by tue will of God
We occupy the August See of Blessed
Peter, they testify to us in a most admir
able and solemn manner their faith, their
love, their respect and their felicitations.
These testimonies we aocept with plea-
sure, referring sll the glory to God, who
comforts us in our tribulations, and to
whom we address incessant rupplications
that He may bless all Christian peoples
and accord them that peace and concord
which they have so long desired.
Moved by these genuine manifestation,
of solid piety and of attachment to our
pereon, and in compliance with petitions
nduressed to us to the eftect, that all our
children may derive from this feast day
of their Common Father some spiritual
benefit conducive to their eternsl happi-
ness, We have resolved to unlock the
treasures of the Church of which God has
appointed us the dispenser.,
Wherefore, relying on the mercy of
the Owmnipotent God and upon the
authority of Hie Apostles Saints Peter
and Paul, we, hereby, in the Lord, grant
a plenary indulgence and remission of
their sins to all and every one of the
faithful of both sexes, who will come on
a pilgrimege to Rome on the occasion of
our golden jubilee—to give a pub:
lic and manifest testimony of
attachment and piety in the name ot
thejr respective nationalities and to offer
their homage and obedience to this
supreme suthority with which God has
invested our person,

Likewise to all Christians of either sex,
who accompsny and follow in spirit and
heart these pilgrimages to Rome, and to
all those who in any manner whatever
abet ard favor the success of those pious
journeyinge—if, before the day of our
Jubilee, that is, before the first of next
January—they make a Novena, by re.
citing every day the beads, or one third
of a Roeary, and if they perform this
novena during the time appointed for
our granting audience to the pious pil-
grimages, and being truly contrite, they
confess their sins and receive Holy
Communion, and visit their parish
church or some other church or private
oratory, and offer up plous prayers to God
for peace among Christlan princes, for the
extirpation of heresy, the conversion
of sinners and the exaltation of Holy
Mother the Charch. We grant in the
Lord a plenary indulgence and remission
of all sins on the day of our Golden
Jubilee, as also on the fesst day immedi-
ately following the second Novens, accord-
ing to the choice of each one in the time
appointed ss above mentioned.

Moreover, to those aleo who, at least be:
ing contrite of hesrt, shall perform those
Novenas, we graunt in the usual form of
she charch, for cich day cf the Nowens
a remission of three hundred days of
penalties which they might have incurred,
and for which they may yet be indebted
on account of sin,

We grant sll and each of these in.
dulgences, remission of sins and dispen-
sation from canonical penance in such &
manner that they may be applied to the
souls in purgatory; and our will is that
such be granted for this year only,

In fine, we direct that, all things to the
contrary notwithstanding, the extracts
and oopies even in print of these our
present letters, signed by a nolary
public, and authorizad by the seal and
signature of any enciesiastical dignitary,
be received as if these very present
letters were themselves produced and
exhibited.

Given at Rome at the tomb of St.
Peter, under the seal of the Fisherman,
the 1t Ostober, 1887, in tenth year of
our Pontificate

S. M, Carp, LepocHOWSKI,

—— P

Complimentary.

LATEST PHASES OF THE IRISM
QUENTION,

Parliament will meet in London om
February 7th, There is much activity
smong membera in prepaation for the
lively debates which must enzue, ¢:peci-
ally in regard to the Irish question,
Frequent trips are being made by mem-
bers of both parties into Ireland for the
purpose of ascertaiving the working of
the Crimes’ Act, 80 that the information
thus obtained may be uted in the de.
bates.

Warrants are out for the arrestof T,
Henly, John Dillon, and T, P. Gill, mem-
bers of Parliament, and Michue! Davitt
says that he expects 1o epend his Charist-
was in an Irish jml: “Howaver, there
will be people enough outside to carry
on the fight, even if the prisons are
crownded ”

Mr. Wm. O’Brien’s term of imprison-
ment will expire on Christmas Eve,

Mr. Gladstone, in & letter to & Liberal
meeting at Dunoon, Scotland, says:
“Shocking and painful discord is haing
created in tho name of the Union, as at
ove time the worst orimes were commit-
ted in the name of liberty, The state of
Ireland has grownaeadly worse under the
present Government.”

I'ne ladies of Bolfast have inetituted
a League to rival the “Primrose Liasgue,”
It is called the “Daisy Leagus' [ts
object is to promote the causs of Home
Rule for Ireland, and ite mottois *“KFaith,
Hope and Charity

The London News, commenting on Mr,
Bright's sbuse ot Mr, O'Brien seys: *Mr,
Bright bas never, unless of his owa frea
will, seen the inside ef a juil. If he bad
been an Irishman he would bhave been
imprisoned forty years ago, and Tory
landiords would have written of him ex.
actly as he mnow writes about Mr,
) Brien,”

The Times states that Dr Hamilton
Willinms succeeds O'Donovan RRosea in
the leadership of the extreme Nutional.
ista in New York, and that he has
£200000 at his  disposal to organiss
sssnssinntion and dynamite explosions,

dynamite is stored in London for the
ocarrying out of these purposes; and
warns the police that they thould en-
deavor to discover the dynamiters, The
statements are regarded as inventions,
for the like of which the Z'imes 1a noto-
rious,

A maes meeting of the Dissenting
Miisters of England, held at Mun.
chester on the 15th inst, proteated
against the ection of the Brivish Govern-
ment in relation to Ireland. This is
another forecast ot the certain doom
which awaits the bunglers.

Senator McPnerson of New Jersey,
gave a dinner on 18th December, in
bonor ot 8ir Thomas Grattan Ksmonde
and Mr. Artbur O'Connor, the envoys of

Ireland. Secretaries Lamar and Whis.
ney, Col. Lsmont, Senators lagalls,
Hawley, Beck, Vance and Konna,

Speaker Carlisle, and Representatives
Randall, Breckenridge, Coilins, McAdo
and Springer were also guests

Jubn Hooper, member of Parliament
for Cork, bas been sentenced to twe
monthe’ imprisonment for publishing re-
poris in the Cork Herald or meerings of
suppressed branches of the
Lesgue.
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MISSION AT GODERICH.

On Monday, December 12th, Right
Reav. Mgr, Bruyere, V. @, proceeded te
Goderich, where he was announced to
hold a miesion for the members of that
excellent association, the Sodality ot the
Blessed Virgin Mary, &t 8t Pete:’s
church, of which Rev, B, J. Watters is
the esteemed pastor. On Tuesday and
Wednesday the Right Rev, genileman
gave instructions Wt ten o’clock, a.m.,
und in the evening vespers were held,
together with the recital of appropriste
prayers. The retrest was concluded on
Wednesdsy by the celebration of High
mass by the venerated Vicar General,

. On Wedneaday evening, after Benedio-
tion of the Most Blessed Sacrament the
weinbors of the sodalivy, adous fiity in
pumber, went into the vestry, where
Miss Florrie Doyle read the Sodalists’
address to Myr. Bruyere, in whicu the
young ladies thauked him in eulogiatic
terms for leaving the Palace at this sea-
£0n of the year to prepare them spiritu-
ally for the beginning of & new year in
their lives, The right rev, gentleman
returned them thauks for their seal in
attending the retreat so faithfully and
for the pretty gifts presented him by the
Misses M. Ryan and Florrie Traunch,

PRSI, RSN ]
Dedication of the New Catholic Church
In kssex Centre.

The Church of the Holy Name of
Jesus, just erected by the few resident
Catholics of Essex Centre and vicinity,
will be opened and blessed on New
Year's day next, This church is com-
pleted, and has a fine gilt cross on its
steeple, which attracts the attention of
all beholders. At present we are in.
formed that, unless some unforeseen
circumstance arise to prevent their
attendance, that the Rev. Dennis
O'Connor, Superior of Assumption

To the Edstor of the Catholic Record,

Rev. AND DEAR Sik:—Permit me to
offer a few words in praise of your
admirable paper, which, I may add, gives
me and all those whose opinions I bave
heard exprested great pleasure and edi-
fication. Indeed it should find a place
in every Catholic family, as ite tend

the minds ot its readers, Catholic
parents should see that their children
enjoy its benefits, as it ocould not
fail to aid them materiaily in furthering
the spiritual welfars ot those so dear to
them. Yours respectfully,
Exiny Cronix,

On the sides two amaller stones, also

21 Montoalm street, Montreal,

enoy is to elevate the hearta and instruct '

College, Sandwich, will perform the dedi-
oation services, the Rev, J P Molphy will
celebrate the Mass, and the Rev. Father
McBrady, aleo of Saudwich College
will deliver the sermon. The choirs of
Ambherstburgand Maidstone churches, as
well as & number of other well known
singers, have been invited to forma choir
for the ocoasion. In the evening vespors
will be sung and a sermon preacked by
the Rev. J. P, Molphy. The building
committee will take measures to get up
a conoert if possible on Monday evening
in Peck’s Hall ; the proceeds to be
devoted to the building tund, whioh is
some three hundred dollars ahort as vet,

e

1t states also that two hundred weight of .




