AUGUST 11, 1806,

THE CATHOLIC

RECORD.

3

—

eTe’ 45 or

parish some who because they

$10a yurottoththe “Ohnroh

s talking e ‘‘ money

::n."'l "Ilc me repeat, it is not those

who do tbeir duty who complain and

ankind things invariably those who
should have the least to say.

Friends, are priests, priests for
wmoney? Do they work among you for
the personal gain ? Friends allow me
to assure you, emphatically, without a
question, almost any other profession
would be & preferable one. The young
student goes away to college to pre-
pare for the holy priesthocd. He
spends ten, twelve, fifteen long years
in hard study. You know, the Catho-
lic Church is very jealous of her priest-
hood, she only wants the best and the
prainiest men. After all these years
spent in preparation and at great ex-

ense, the young man is finally or-
dained and becomes a priest of God.
His work Is of the most sacred kind ;
among you no ope else can flll his
place. Now what is his provision?
What is his remuneration ?—for he
also must live. 8St. Paul says: ‘‘ The
laborer is worthy of bis hire,” *‘ They
who live by the Altar shall also par-
take of the Altar.” Usually chat
young man is sent, first as a curate to
assist some parish priest. e may re-
main assistant for years, For this work
1e receives the munificent sum of $300
(in Capada $200) a year. Thick of it !
This is his ealary and he is allowed no
more. Less than you pay a third grade
help. And there are some who, actu-
ally, think that young man spent all
those years in college, at great expense,
to draw this little pittance that is pm‘d
to him. But finally, that young man is
sppointed to a parish by his Blnh?p.
He is given a charge of his ovwn. The
parish may bea goud‘ one, it may be
very poor. In some dioceses the poor
-pes far exceed the guod. Good or bad,
Jarge or small, rich or poor, as parish
priest he is allowed the princely salary
of from $700 to $1,000 a year, and
sometimes he cannot even collect that
Now, my f{riends, compare this with
the Income of any other professional
man, lawyer, doclor, professor, au:l.ynu
will realize that a priest is not a priest,
God knows, for the money there is in
it, for the personal gair. You
pay jyour lawyer handsomely for
whatever he does for you—yoor phy-
sican for every visit be makes.
Why? Because he has studied long
years to prepare himself. The Cath-
olic priest studies five years for
every one of theirs. They go only
when they are called. Your priest is
devoted to you night and day. They
own fine houses and run bank accounts.
Your priest lives from day to day, and
invariably dies poor. And yet there
are some in every parish go l_itt.le, 80
small, so inconsiderate as to think that
» priest is a priest for the personal
gain, There are some in every parish
so0 little, g0 swall, so inconsiderate as
to begrudge even a little stipend, dona-
tion by the way of a gift. They will
use a priest’s time, they will ask his
service—they know in the hour of
trouble he is always their best friend—
but they never think of showing their
appreciation. Aye, aye, som‘et.,lmes,
even say most uukind things! Friends,
it is this that burts. I know ayoung
priest even nowdying with consumption
in a charity ward of the Infirm Priests
Fund, who was called ** close and
miserly "’ by an ingrate whom he had
literally supported for over three years,
and to day, dying, that poor priest
walts, in a distant state, for the little
charity to keep bodyand soul together.
Friends, believe me, whatever you give
to a priest, invariably goes back again
to the poor and the needy. He butdis-
tributes your generosity where it will
do the most good. Be this as it may,
let me impress you once and for all, a
Catholic priest is entitled to every
cent that he gets, even from the abund-
ance of your generosity. And small,
indeed, is that mind, miserly that
heart, which will withhold a generous
nand.

Young Tobias said to his father:
“Father, what wages shall we give this
boly man ; what, indeed, is worthy of
all his benefits 2 He has conducted me
on my long journey to Rages and
brought me safely home again. He
caused me to have a wife and he gave
joy to her parerts. Myself he deliv-
ered frcm beirg devoured, Thou, also,
he has made to see the light of heaven
and we are filled with all good things
through him, What, indeed, can we
give him sufficient for all these things,
what is worthy of all his benefits ?'’
Now, my friends, I know, you need not
tell me, that there are some who do
rot appreciate these ** gifts ”’ of God,
the holy sacraments, the ministrations
of the priest. This is their misfortune,
pot their assurance. There are some,
even Catholice, who scoff and deride
the priests of God and call them
“ droves,” '* laggards’’ and ‘** imposi-
tions.”” I know all that—yon need not
tell me. Our Divine Lord calls them
“ His Ambassadors,’” *‘ Messengers,'’
 Repretentatives.”” * His anointed
ones,”” The very salt of the earth.”
Friends, whom sball we believe ? My
dear, good f{riends, did you ever stop
to think what your priest means to
you? What the *‘anointed one of

jod "' means in your midet ? Daily
he ascerds the altar of God to offer the

Holy Sacrifice for you. Daily does he

intercede for you at the altar of God,
mercy and grace. Daily, in the holy
confessional, does he hold for you the
hand of God's wrath. Daily, does ke
preserve for you, your God in your
midst, Did you ever stop to think
what the *¢ anointed one of God "’ does
for you? He takes you from your
mother's arms a little babe and restores
you, by baptism, a little angel. He
watches your early footsteps, and at
the first dawn of reason teachee you of
God. As Tobias, of old, he conduets
you to the eity of your ** first love ”
to receive your Eucharistic God. He
keeps you from * being aevoured '’ by
sin, How often did you leave the holy
confessional, thrilled with emotion, a
better woman, a better man ? Did you
kneel at the altar of God in holy wed:
lock, ** he cansed you to have a wife,”’
but in the name of God, a holy, a sacred
thing, In a life-time, oh, how many

How many ** gcod things '’ that last
forever. First at your cradle and last
at your grave,”” He has conducted yon
to the city of Rages and brought you
safely home again. You are at rest
now. You have ended your long jour-
ney. He has sung the last solemn
Reguiem over your mortal remains.
Through his ministrations you are now
happy and forever a child of God. My
friends, with Tobias, it you have a
spark of faith left, a spark of gratitude
in your hearts, what wonder that youn
love your priests and that you are
generous with them. *‘* What, indeed,
can we give him sufficient for all these
thirgs, what can be worthy of all his
benefits ?'’ Be grateful io your pas-
tors. Small that mind, ungrateful that
heart which will withhold a generous
hand.

Now, my friends, why did I preach
this sermon this morning ? For any
personal motive ? God bless you, no |
I am pleased to say, as a great rule,
you are very generous with me, some
are exceptionally kind. I preached this
sermon this morning that you may
never depreciate the holy priesthood,
that you may always remember ** the
laborer is worthy of his hire.”” If you
give §5 or $10 a year to the Church,
do not think that you have done your
dnty. Remember your pastors and be
grateful to them. God knows they get
little enough ! Believe me, my friends,
this is my wish, and I express the wish
ot nearly every priest. Not that I
leave great legacies behind-—great
wealth, If I had them they would go
to charity. I only 8% one thing, that
I will honor the long liet of Christ's
holy priesthood. Hounor it by a good,
self-sacrificing life. I ask only one
thing, that I will be rich in good works,
in saving souls, rich only in the grace
and merey of God,

THE SPREAD OF THE FAITH.

THE GENERAL INTENTION FOR AUGUST,
Fir Angust the general intention is
announced to be ‘‘the sprezd of the
faith.”” Says the Messenger of the
Sacred Heart : The spread of the
faith is something that can never stop.
It must be earried to all the dimensions
which Christ laid out for it. It must
be continued in obedience to His com-
mand. His words were directly ad-
dressed to His Apostles, but they had
a meaning and a force for the others
who stood around the eleven. They,
too, were to engage in apostolic work.
On all of us, therefore, according to
our calling and capacity, lies the obli
gation of spreading the faith ; we all
must be apostles ; we must all go.
APCSTLES OF THE PURSE.

We all can and should spread the
faith by being apostles of the purse.
There are many organizations in the
Charch which justly lay claim tc our
generosity, There is the great Society
of the Propagation of the Faith, which
within the last few years has received
such an impetus in this country that
Anerica is among the first upon its
list. It should never be lower. . . .
There is again the beautiful Associa-
ticn of the Holy Childhood, which en-
lists the little ones in the great work
of saving souls and spreading the faith.
There are the other organizations of
recent origin but of great promise and
worth—the Catholic Missionary Unicn,
the Marquette League, the Church
Extension Society. These and others
are all engaged in Christ's work, widen-
ing the boundaries of His kingdcm ;
they are all His light bearers ; they
are all Christian imperialists. We
must help them ; we must be apostles
of the purse.

APOSTLES OF PRACTICE.

Qur obligation does not cease when
our hands have opened our purse and
poured its contents out in Christ’s
caunse. He said ‘‘all,”” and He said
“Go,”” and those two words allow no
rest and no limits. To the apostieship
of the purse we must add the apostle-
ship of practice. One of the most
striking factors in the spread of the
faith in our times has been the new
transmigration of the mnations. Our
country, Australia, South Africa, and
other nations to a lesser extent, have
been benefited by Catholic immigrants.
But we would not have had so splendid
a Church in this country had not
arrivals on our shores been apostles of
practice. Indeed, had all been true to
the practices of their faith, had all
been the proper examples of its teach-
ing, who can calculate the intensity of
splendor that the Church would have
had among us. [If our country is to be
annexed to the Kingdom of Christ and
see the full glory of His sunlight it
will be due in no small measure to the
apostles of practice, to those who have
learned their faith in a Catholic home
and a Catholic school, who have made
it more intelligent and solid by good
reading and study, who have not ex
posed themselves or their children to
the disastrous consequences of mixed
marriages, who have not permitted
money or position or honor to serve
them in the least from the full perform-
ance of their faith ana- its duties.
They will be staunch exponents of
Christ's imperialism ; they will be
torch-bearers to thote who are in the
darkness of heresy or unbelicf ; they
will be the great aposties of practice.

TEACHING APOSTLES,

Every one of us can and should be
apostles of the purse and apostles of
practice, but it is nob given to all to
be apostles of preaching in its strict
sense, and yet for ths tpread of the
faith ¢his third apostolicity must be
added. Here might be mentioned the
devoted Sisters and Brotherz and laity
who teach in our Sunday schools or our
every day schcols. They are engaged
more immediately than all others
except the priests in the work of
spreacing the faith., Were their worx
to cease in our country, imagine the
change that would oceur in the geo-
graphy of Christ’s Kingdom. Its bound
aries would shrink, and straightway
thousands would be plunged in dark-
ness or into that unhappy twilight
which sometimes possetses those who
have not had the blessings of a Catho
lic education—that twilight, where the
sneer is all too ready, where criticism
spells culture, where to be skeptical is

souls he makes ‘‘ to see the light of
beaven,’' how many converts to God.

to be broad, where a littie learning

thinkers so sensitive to the charge of

to church.
condition of ¢ffairs and to increase
must have Catholic schools with Catho-
lic children to fill them and Catholic
teachers to conduct them.

APOSsTLES OF PREACHING.

term. We must have direct descend-
ants of the eleven

known. It will scarcely be believed
that as Jate as 1860 experienced ob-

80 narrow a judgment completely falsi.
fled. There have been, and there are
new priests from our own country in
great numbers.

West, as they should be.
white light of Christ needs radiation by
the apostles of preaching.
undoubtedly as are our needs, has not
the time come in this country when we
can take up more extensively the work of
toreign missions ? France and Ger

prayer and thus obey Christ and help

in His mind.

and darkness, and always
borders to His Kingdom ?

apostolicity cannot
command, *‘Go,"’ still echoes and wil
always echo in the ears of the world
that there must always be apostles o
the purse, of practice of preaching
united in the Apostleship of Prayer
and helped by it to spread the faith,

FINE CHARACTER OF

PRIESTHOOD.

THE

It is the mos! serious, because it affact
wider
priest, like people.”
her children—their methods of though
towards life and
and attitude of their pastors, It is
also almost the most intricate of all
problems since to the making of the
ideal priest there must go as many
elements as there are needs of the
flocks to which he has to minister.
He must be a spiritual man, able to
deal with every conceivable spiritual
requirement ( and the interior life is
after all far more intricate because far
more subtle and elusive than the
natural order); he must possess a large
number of natural virtues—geniality,
humor, alertness, discretion and the
rest——and all at least touched by grace;
he must be to some extent a man of
business ; he must be able to preserve

among the crowd; he must know how
to hold the ancient faith without dis-
playing either ignorance or contempt
towards modern thought; he must be
ready to adapt himself to the stand-
point of each member of his flock ; he
must not truckle to the rich nor patron-
ize the poor; he must bs slow with
the stupid, and quick with the talented
and sympathetic with all. And above
all, he is never off daty.

Now, it may be confessed, without un-
due complacency, that, considering the
elaborateness of the problem, the
Crurch's practical solution is surpris
ingly briliiant. The very acocusations
ot her enemies are the greatest testi
monies in her favor. Her priests, it is
said, are both superstitious, seminary-
bred visionaries and brisk men of the
world ; both flippant and solemn ; given
to sharp practice and utterly unbusi-
nesslike ; medieval and fond of novel-
ties ; pliable and unbendivg; with all
the taults of the professional and the
fraities of the amateur. In other
worde, priests at their best are very
muzh wonat they ought to be.

It is noticeable, too, how the type
has persisted from earliest times to the
present. Saint Augustine, for example
is & kind of apotheosis of the modern
pastor ; and the tales that have come
down to us of the characters and
methods of our ancient spiritual fathers
have a strange family likeness to the
histories of more recent priests.—Dub
lin Review.

—————————

The Christianity which will make
man a true and loyal follower of the
principles laid down by the Man of
Galilee consists in the little lumps of
leaven which he works into the mass
of his daily baking, seen or unseen of
others as the case may be, but most
surely seen of that just Father Who
judges by the heart more than by the

aad much conceit makes advanced

superstition that they scarcely ever go
To avoid such an unhappy

Christ’'s light to its full intensity, we

Finally there must be apostles of
preaching in the strict sense of the

to whom Christ's
ideal and command were first made

servers were of the opinion that the

They are not yet as ha ¢ strong mahine
numerous especially in the South and 1 working devices of the
There the pore t appeal to y Evel

to bring to reality the vision that was
Did He see the time
when all nations would become His
disciples and observe all things He had
commanded ? Did He bechold as a
future prospect the whole world won
over from darkness and resting in the
sunlight of His faith ; did He see that
there would always be conflict of light
ehifting
We do not
know clearly, hut this we know — that
cease. Christ's

Of all practical problems with which
the Catholic Church has to deal, per
haps the most serious is that involved
in the training of secular priesthood.

issues than any other: *'*like
The character of

their attitude, interior and exterior,
faith— all depends
under God upon the character, method
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> | answering, he went diametrically con

trary to the views generally accred-
ited to him and in nowise declared
himself the enemy of feminine libera-
tion, ‘‘woich,”” he declared, *‘‘canbut
ennoble her soual, in developing in her
the taste for work and study, and in
banishing from her mind her atavistic
leaning toward idle pleasures. The
Churcn approves the woman who is
forced by her labor to become the
veritable associate of man, to contri.
bute «verything to the fireside while
1 remaining the trme companion of her

husband, the vigilant and tender
mother, the indulgent consoler.

“ Everything that tends to elevate
' | the moral and intellectual level of hu-
' | manity is worthy of our encourage-
ment, always on condition that it does
not infringe upon the Christian laws.

It is well that women are freeing
themselves from the heavy yoke under
which soclety has bowed for hundreds
of years.

**Jt is well that they know how to
conquer the means of subsistence,

)

i

logy. I do not see for my part any
8 | disadvantage accruing from their being
lawyers or physicians, especially in
order that they may lend their assist-
t | ance to their own sex and to their chil-
dren, which through all time has in a
way been their natural avocation.
Teaching also is one of the careers

They can study everything—save theo. |

which best suit them.
the first educators of the little ones,
and, accordingly, of all humanity ? It
is through the wmothers that the werld
wil! be regenerated ; it is through them
that Catholic'sm will triumpb.,"’

thors that the celibate state of woman-
kind is more pleasing to Ged than that
of wife and motker?"’

woman e¢an work out her salvation.
wite and mother she has more merits in
80 doing, having more temptations, and
the responsibility of souls.
the best of prayers; to work is to pray.

cheerfolness in solitude, and dignity |

In the world woman ocan exercise
charity, for which she shows special
apt:tudes, Pablic beneficences should

be directed everywhere by women."

occupy places in polities?”

the last word with an energetic wave
of his pale hand.

in public affairs.
their own difficulties in understandivg
each other.
disturbances in parliaments.

smile full of finesse and irony, out-lined
itself on the pontifical lips.

ing your sons in sounds ideas, to chas-
tening their hearts
duplieity in order to habituate them
to fulfil their civie duties with
science.
fluence the politics of your owa coun-
try by your gentleness your goodness,
your farsightedness.’'—Catholic
verse.

ie spiritual
best safeguards against sin is frequent
pions mental ejaculation.

hand.

Are not they

“*Do you believe with the sacred au-

*1 believe that under all conditions
As

Action is

‘ Does the Church authorize us to

** That, never. '’
And the white old man emphasized

** Women should notbe intermingled
Of course men have
It suffices to instance the

As theae words were uttered, a

““You ought to limit yourself to rear-
cof ambition and
con-
Indirectly you will thus in-
Uni-

o ——

One of the best tonics for the soul
meditation. One of the

g We like best to call
SCOTT'S EMULSION g

a food because it stands so em-

¢ phatically for perfect nutrition, ¢
@ And yet in the matter of restor- @
@ ing appetite, of giving new ¢

strength to the tissues, especially
to the nervas, its action is that €

¢ of a medicine. ¢
‘ ond for free sample, ‘
Tarea JCOTT & BOWNE. Chomats, s

e, tarie
you. and §1.00 sl drugyista. E '
20 o ol

would otherwise not be made. My
experiences-of Confession have,’so far as
man can judge, been those of my
mother, sisters, wife and daughters,
and many female friends, and I have
always_ noticed in myself and others
that devoutness and regular attendance
at Confession and at Holy Communion
which it ordinarily precedes, ebb, und
flow together.”

e

In matters pertaining to their busi-
ness men seldom repeat the mistakes
by which they have suffored loss. In
affairs relating to the salvation of
their immortal souls the rule seems
to be a constant repetition of the same

errors. And yet aiter all the latter
concern is man's supreme business
on earth.
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apostolic nations of the nineteenth AN L U D S
century as Spain and Portugal were ; n
for earlier cepturies, and Ireland and | POPE PIUS X. ON WOMANS' CONFESS1ON
other countries were in still earlier SPHERE. i
days. Has pot the time come for — A recent work on *‘The Catholic |
America to be an apostolic nation and | WOMEN SHOULD ENTER ALL THE LIBERAL | Church : lHer Faith, Works and |
give to others the light so bounteously PROFESSIONS, SAYS T4E HOLY Priumphs,”” quotes the following letter
given to it ? Protestant America has FATHEL sent some years ago to the Londor
lon ymin i hat matter. : Times by e late Lord Chief Justice
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fluence of great examples, the inspira- | yenred upon, The full text of this in. | U0, ®t 4 1 have never discovered
t,um' of truth an;l the commard of terview, which shows ‘the Pope to have therein any trace of or harm, |
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