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After Mr. Stephens had explained to me ^hai it was the
intention of the compensation !bi)l to relieve tVic workman 
from the necessity of proof he now labored under- and to 
have the recovery of damages 4' ceftainty. 1 asked him il Yi« 
did not think employers would object very strongly to such

"M first one might thtnlfv*], be said, but, r think.
large proportion of them wilt favor it after they have m-
vestigated the matter Although this compensation act of
mine in new here—in fact, if it is passes!, it will be the onlx
one in North America-the sublet has been fought out an'
settled in Europe long since. I need not remind you that I
myself am a hrgr tmp\oytt ot kta; yet X am sVonglv m
favor of the bill.
Dangers Inherent to Factory Employment.

"Switzerland brought in the first Compensation Act of
the nature T propose, in i##t. and now all the great Euro­
pean countries have fallen into Vue. Steam, electricity, ami
the multiplication of machinery ha* brought about change-
which make danger inherent to employment in a factory
The «rage coach flay* under which the common law expccte.1
the injured party to prove negligence oh the part of the em-
ployer, have passed away Common humanity demand* ttia*
something shall he done lor those who are constant^ expos
ed to these dangers. I have examined many of the European 
laws and taken the best 1 could from all. 1. shall mention a 
definite amount for death and the vsriouamiTir.es. so that 
the widow may have an annUtv and tne inpirefl pcr*nn ? 
compensation which shall be their due without appeal to law 
Fmployer* will be more careful about their factory *rT»nge- 
ments. and insure against risk to a gtratCT rxtent than thev
now Ho. There their Jo*s will end It will be fotlnd that
m many cases this insurance will amount to Its, .»-■ 
lawyer, bill. Hid in the past. As the injured person fan'mlv
claim a certain amount, suits for en 'tmous sums wiV never

So that it may be fhat the lawyers will feel
hill than the employers”
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:NEW CAR WORKS FOR MONTREAL.

Effect of Earthquake on West India Electric—Intro­
duction of Workmen’s Compensation Act—

Corn Exchange Electors—Insurance
Matters.
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Monetary Times Office,
Montreal. January $iat II learn lmm Mr. lames Hutchison, stock hmker. and

agent of the West India Electric Company, in Montreal, that
the property ot the company was not nearly so hadly dam
aged in Kingston. Jamaica, by the recent earthquakes. a* 
was at first feared. He showed me the following cable 
which he had received; "Dam and pipe all right.- principal 
records safe; transformer station being repaired, track be’ng 
cleared to start; loss in assets comparatively small. Mr. 
Hutchison stated that he .has since noticed .from the Associ­
ated Press dispatches that the company had resumed oper­
ation*. though he had not been so advised by cable

The company has been in existence some seven years,
It has a capitalization of $600.000 bonds and fSoo OOO com­
mon stock, and was organized by some of the leading fman-
rial men of Montreal and Sova Scotia for the purpose of
operating an electric railway and lighting plant in K'"C'
slon. Jamaica
West India Electric Was Doing Well.

The statement for tqos showed that the company owed
its bankers—the Bank of Montreal—the sum of $2.3426. and
had a balance on hand of $5.817 During the pastyear the
indebtedness to the Bank of Montreal was wmed off. .mil thf
urplus. which a year ago amounted to $142.885. was to have

been increased to $193,000. This would show that the net
earnings for the year 1006 were $50.000. or 6 per cent, on the
capital Stock, as all earnings, since the company * organ,ra- 
t-on. tfave been transferred to surplus at the end ot cacti 
vear. Resides the set earnings of $50.000 in 19the com 
pany expended a considerable sum upon capital account and 
«hr prospers were that the earnings for tq07 would reach 

,, .8 per cent., so that dividends upon the common stock were
already being earned and their payment was m sight
herd Strathcona Was Interested.

The company was organized previous to the era ot com- 
-X mon Stock bonuses. The $600 OOO worth of 5 per cent, bonds 

' were underwritten at par and the $800.000 worth of common
Stock at 40. Some Of the leading financiers of the country 
were interested in the underwriting, among them being l.oril
Strathcona. Senator Forget, Messrs. R. B. Angus, k. s
' lost,ton. James Ross. Wm Mcl.ennan. John Fair and I*
1. Wanklyn. A considerable amount of the bonds and stock
have since changed hands, but have gone into fairly strong
hands. The stock sold around 50 previous to the disaster.
trot, as may be imagined, has not been dealt in since.

The company has a water-power development Ot t.000
horse power. A pipe with a diameter of 8 feet and a length 
of a mile and a quarter, connects tvith the power hoUSC A 
line, 24 miles in length, convey* the electncty to the Iran,
formed elation. 1 , „ .

Besides operating the street car system of
company recently purchased the electric light tnt*
and the steam plant was being renewed a« an au.xd.ary of th
wafer-power at the time of the earthquake. •

The company lost five cats and » twilding throertfirc-
the entire Value of which was ahout $i6.noo. All was m II
ed in the Guardian Its other losses are not yet known. thr 
tracks in the lower part of the otv being covered with
debris, and th, transformer station being cracked The
officer* are hopefut of be ng able to .horfty repair their
losses.
Workmen-! Compensation Act.
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worse over mv
Large Car Works for Montreal.

The claim is made that * number of capitalist*, attracted
by railway activity in Canada, are .about to erect large car
works at Montreal West The names mentioned are «hose ot
Mr Fred Mon. president American Cm «« Foundry C°-
Berwick. Pa. a ml Frank L. Dunn and O.C. Kakler of the
same citv. the latter, having recently resigned from the Do­
minion Car Co The site favored is near the Dominion C
-md it is claimed «hat the finest ear works in Canada will
here be erected. The capacity wilt be fifty ears » daw an I 
•he work, will cost five million dollars. There will 
, forge axle, truck and bolster shop and wheel and Casfin tounTv. and i! is hoped the wheels will he t««mmg next tall 

Organization formalities however, are still to come.
Suit Over Statement in Council

The Montreal Light. Heat and Power ComW«7 took 
action for $25.000 damages agamst At* /"V -TV,
nent made *t * recent meeting of the City Council. InT 
auestiou of bribery of alderifien was mentioned and one 
he aldermen aslted. Aid Clearihue if hr had not Wen. 

oroached a few years mev«ou«lv A reP v
was given Aid Clearihue harmir made the statement at tnc
lime That he had been offered *1.000 hv the «Mere*. m
tion to vote for a certain project. . .. , , ___fh.The M 1. H and V Company, immediately after the 
meetine. notified Aid Clearihue to retract and later took
ction against h-m for $25.000 S™"ie ot his strong sup­

porter* mmediatclv undertook hi. defence, and matters b»-
^,0 look interesting At th, ,nd of lari week Md<Tflri-
2T rose in the Council and .fated that some vears am, the 
RoyJl Fleetric Company tendered for a contract with the 
ritv and that a certain in<tiv.d,.ai n, tm-e _ 
him $1000 to vote for the company lie claimed that hr nan

Sefoo- the Council -nd the «uhseolient «lilt hf-nught against
him hv the Power Company. ^
Reply to Underwriters' Complaint.

Chief Benoit of th, Montreal Fire Rrigad- had some■ re
marks to make at a recent meeting of the Fne Comm, te,
üTri W^ooo’Tn hvV'dutiôg the'pkst'few ^k%M ^

"rf deTf7auh-find'ingmilT’Ï». TfvrrT well
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his seat in St. Lawrence Division as result of his ap­
pointment to the Harbor Board. Mr Stephen* then «old me 
that his principle reason for retaining hi* s*at was that he 
was about to introduce before the^ Quebec I.~g,< ■ 
Workmen’s Compensation Act It is his des'ff to h»v<* 1h\* 
bill put through before he retires from the Provincial

' It seems that the common law under which :irtmn tor
damages for iniury or death of workmen is now a
the burden of proof open the injured, and as «* 1 .l.hlrti
frenuently difficult to produce, employers are often enabled
to avoid payment of just claims.
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