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tic consci of else he is exceed-

h\, " Th all probability T will. be
. of “living in a glass house’’ when : 8
commence to throw metaphorical
‘stones at anonymous writers; but it
‘will be readily seen that I have in
" wiew  a certain category of such
{sielders of the pen. It is now about
“three years since the Curbstone Ob-
_ igerver's articles began to appear in

these columns. Needless to detail

the vast variety of subjects that

have been treated under this head-
: fng. But from the first line to the
last one there is not a single per-
sonal allusion, not a word that
might be taken by any individual as
touching upon his or her character,
not an expression that could possi-
bly hurt the most delicate feelings of
any man, woman, or child. But, had

X ever deemed it necessary or advis-
able—which, thank goodness, 1 never

have—to refer to individuals, or to
criticise persons by name, I should
have done so under my own name

and over my address.

But when the pen is used to be-
spatter a neighbor’s character, or
stab him in his reputation—no mat-
ter how truthful that which is writ-
ten may chance to be—it is at once
cowardly and dishonorable for the
aggressor to shield himself behind
a nom-de-plume,

If it be a sin to belie a neighbor,
to bear false witness against him,
to injure him wantonly in his good
name, still graver when thousands
become the chu'nnels through which
the poison is instill\cd into the pub-
lic mind, Does a person who de-
cides to perpetrate such an offence
weigh the evil that must necessarily
result from his action? If so, he
must be the possessor of a very elgs—
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ST. LAURENT COLLEGE. — St.
‘Laurent College loves to welcome
back the children she has fostered,
-and sent from the classi halls into
the

the broad world. Never was
truth of this better shown, and
.more favorably commented upon

than on the occasion of the visit of
the Rev. William Rafter, of 8St.
James Church, New York city,
‘syhose love for his ‘‘Alma Mater,”
_‘meither tjme, nor separation has les-
‘gsened. In this welcome St. Pat-
rick’s Society took an active part,
.and on the occasion presented the
following musical and literary pro-
sgramme in honor of its ‘reverend
‘guest :—

PROGRAMME.

~ Overture, College orches!ra..
rkgcimuon, Selected, Geo. Kane.
say, Trip to St. Helena, W. C.
Humphrey. '
Recitation,
Dineen.
Song, Selected, A, M. Garry.

Mahoney’s Cat, John

_ " Recitation, Brian Boru, Jno,
‘ Bent.
Essay, Skating Scene, Jos. Mec-
~ Carthy.
~ Recitation, Wounded, A. C. Ken-
ny.

Essay, Newspapers of To-day, Pat-
. rick Scullion.
Violin, ‘‘Miserere,”” H. Gilarnean.
Essay, Independence, F. Hinchy.
tation, Cataline, Edw. OC.
Hssay, The Perpetuity  of
urch, Francis M'Gue.
Recitation, The Curse of Richelieu,
H. Loughran,
€ /Sketches, “etc,,
C. Maher.

the
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ingly reckless of consequences as far
as his own future is concerned. I
men, who are inclined to thus injure
the good names of others were to
reflect for a moment, and to consi-
der the situation if their names were
signed ' to their letters, possibly
they might draw back before letting
go that whith they can no longer
check; guide, nor direct once fired
into the domain of pubfic notice.
Hence the great "danger of anonym-
ous correspondence. It is a shield
for the unmanly, when they shelter
themselves behind it, to attack those
who are absolutely defenceless,

I do not claim that false, insinu-
ating and injurious attacks upon the
character of any person, are less
culpable, because the one making
them accepts the responsibility, by
doing so above board and over his
own name; but I do maintain, that
if such writers were obliged to sign
their communications the publie
would be treated to a far smaller
riumber of them. I think it was Ju-
who characterized the Duke of

nius
Bedford as having ‘‘done good by
stealth, the rest is on record.”

There are men, animated with a pe-
culiarly destructive spirit—destruct-
ive of the characters of others—that
they can never, by any possible
means, discover the good that their
neighbors do, while” they keep a
faithful record of all that might, by
any means, be twisted into faults
and shortcompings on the part of
fellow-citizens. = Poor Hood
knew something of life and of hu-
man nature when he exclaimed:
“‘Oh, for the rarity

Of Christian charity,
Under the sun.”
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At close of programme the Rev.
Father McGarry, C.S.C., arose, and
in a few choice and complimentary
remarks, introduced the guest of
the evening to the members as one
of their own. The Rev. gentleman
thanked all for the pleasure afford-
ed him; and in the brief address he
made, in a happy way he recalled
many instances and events that hap-
pened when he was a student at the
college. He contrasted St. Laurent
of old with the present, and was not
sparing in eulogies of those with
whom he spent many happy days.
He procured a holiday, and then
a fond farewell, leaving behind him
a host of new friends and admirers.

FRENCH-CANADIANS IN ONTARIO,

A move was started two yearsago
to induce all French benevolent so-
cicties to form a federation in the
Province of: Ontario -and from time
to time prominent French-Canadians
in Ottawa have conferred as to the
realization of the movement.

Taking advantage of the presence
in this city of C. Caron St. Elme de
Champ, a number of leading citi-
zens assembled in 1’Union St. Jos-
eph’s the other evening. Ex-Mayor
Durocher, general president ‘of 1"U-
nion St. Joseph, was called to the
chair, and invited Mr, de Champ to
give his ideas. The eminent profes-
sor highly commended the idea of a
federation of all French societies in
Ontario for it give an occasion to
several French groups in the west-
ern part of the province to know
their eastern friends, and no doubt
such organization would largely con-
tribute to the preservation of the
French language and save it from
complete annihilation. After re-
marks by other speakers, a resolu-
tion was passed, thanking Mons. C.
Caron de Champ for his practical
suggestions, and it was decided that
the presidents of all French societies
in Ontario be communicated 'with,
inviting ‘them to send delegations
here to discuss the matter. Among
those present were : Ex-Mayor Tu-
rocher, Ald. P. H. Chabot, George
Lebel, Ald. Champagne, E )]
Tasse, Ald, J. U. Vincent, Rev. Fr.
Paradis, 'C. 8. 0. Boudreault, Fla-
vien Moffet, Arthur Charbonneay, E.
J. Lavendure, O. A. Rocque  and

others.—Ottawa Free Press.

—At:the 47th annual Birmingham
Catholic Re-union, held in the Town
Hall on Monday, January 20th, the
Rev. M. F. Glancey, the president
for the year, delivered an address
on Cagholics and ?he coming Edu-
cation Bill, says the ‘‘Catholic
Times’’ of Liverpool. He said we
have been assured by no less an au-
thority than the Duke of Devonshire
that the education guestion  upon
which I shall have the honor of ad-
dressing you this evening has gone
to sleep, and is sleeping a sleep so
like death that neither hé mor any
of his colleagues of the Board of

ducation can detect even a‘snore.
When speaking at Liverpool on Oc-
tober 26th of last year he seemed
almost moved to tears by the evi-
dent lack of interest that met his
gaze at every turn, He implored the
public to provide the Government
with the breeze of public opinign ne-
cessary, as he says, for the success-
ful launching and navigating of any
educational measure, great or small.
The Government, he would have us
believe, are eaten up with zeal and
bubbling over with enthusiasm in
the cause of education; but until the
public make an active demand and
give the Government the moving
and potent force they ask for, they
can only mark time and whistle for
the wind. A very pretty story,
marked by tenderness and pathos,
and lacking only the prosaic ele-
ment of truth to make it exquisitely

. perfect.

THE FACTS.—For a moment just
look at the facts. (1) After the gen-
eral election in 1895, which. put in
power a Government deriving much
of its strength from its professed
friendliness to Voluntary schools,
there was assuredly.no lack of
breeze. Indeed, - there Wwas hreeze
enough to drive an jronclad. JHopes
ran high and enthusiasm Wwas "un-
bounded. How did" the Government
profit by it? They brought in a
large and comprehensive Bill, 'and
\having rolled it by the aid of 'a ma~
jority of over 200 strong up‘" the
Parliamentary hill, they were at
pains to emulate the exploits of
Sisyphus by letting it roll down
again with increased velocity. They
brought in @& Bill which no one
without making & virtue of credul-
ity can believe that they evers in-
tended to pass. That was the first
encouraging -use ta which they put
the popular breeze. (2) Then one
Ministerial speaker after another
was put up to cry down = any :-md
every proposal for placing the V{ol—
untary schools on nn.equa.l footing
with Board schools. (8) Next it was
whispered in our ears with ali the
solemnity befitting a great State
t we must not expect too
the Government is not
ervative, but composed
ho were guilty of
To crown all,

secret tha
much, as
purely Cons!
in part of men W
the Act of 1870. (4)
no one made greater effort to drown
the aspirations of denominations
than the Duke of Devonshire h.lm-
self, who declared that all the mem-
o Cabinet did not look at
the education question from the
same point of view, and, therefore,
nothing could be done until lthey
had ‘adjusted the focus. Indeed, 8O
vigorously did he strive to quench
their ardor that he was acclaimed
by the press as the great prophet of
cold water, whose chilling cowxaon
gense could always be depeaded Vp-
on to reduce the temperature of fev-
erish politics.
bR =

PUBLIC OPINION.—But in spite
of ‘extinguishers public opinion gr
and asserted itself, the wave og an-
gry indignation that ‘swept over the.
tountry in 18967, when the ot
ernment seemed ing

bers of th
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spring up
of the compass. Now, it 7
freely confessed that in 1806
Voluntary ‘school ranks were weak-
ened by dissensions. North and
South were at loggerheads. All this
is now changed. Dénominativnalists,
no.longer divided, have closed their
ranks and offer a united front. The
Convocations of York.und = CUanter-
bury have joined hands, and be-
tween them and the National So-
ciety and the Society fur the Pro-
motioo of Christian Knowledge there
is substantial agreement. All have
practically thrown overboard the
system of voluntary subscriptions ;
all are agreed that all public ele-
mentary schools-are to receive equit-
able support out of public funds for
secular instruction; that the ap-
pointment and dismissal of teachers
must rest with the owners or trus-
tees of the school; that the cost of
the sites and buildings of denomina-
tional schools should be found by
the various religious bodies; that re-
presentatives of ratepayers are to
be admitted.on the board of man-
agers in a proportion not exceeding
one to three. In the face  of this
agreement on all important points
it is surely trifling with the ques-
tion to argue, because one or ‘other
of these bodies lays stress on other
points besides and offers various
suggestions for carrying them out,
that there is serious disagreement
between them.

ATTITUDE OF' CANTHOLIC. —
How does the Catholic body stand?
On this point one witness shall suf-
fice. We have it on the unimpeach-
able authority of the ‘‘School,Board
Chronicle’’ (Dec. 14) that the reso-
lutions of the Convocations aré iden-
tical in all essential matters with
the resolutians of * the . Catholic
bishops. ‘‘Though somewhat differ-
ent in terms and circumstances,” it
continues, ‘‘they are one in princi-
ple and effect.”” Thus this modern
Balaam who set out to curse us
ends, quite unconsciously, of course,
by blessing us in bearing witness to
the essential identity of the denomi-
national demands. This rapid heal-
ing of the dissensions amongst de-
nominationalists, who a little while
ago were at war on fundamental
principles, is, I venture to think,
one of the most wonderful events in
the recent history of education, and
shivers into splinters tfhe theory
that all this time public opinion has
been in a state of apathy and stag-
nation,

Since, then, public interest in edu-
cation is alive and active, apd since
the Government, in the words of
the King’s Speech, is about to in-
troduce ‘‘proposals for the co-ordi-
nation and improvemeot of Primary
and Secondal Education,’”” it will
be well for us'to state the problem
that has to be faced and what -are
the main objects to be aimed at.

PROBLEMS TO BE FACED.—The
problem may be summed up in the
words of Sir John Gorst, who tells
us that the one point on which edu-
cationists are agreed is the ‘‘estab-
lishment of one. local authority
which shall be able tio form a plan
for the general public education of
its district, suitable to the circum-
stances of the population, and which
shall exercise jurisdiction over all
schools within its area.’”” The objects
to be aimed at are described in-the
words of the Royal Commissld.‘ of
1888 : "““That the time  is’ ‘come
when, for the best interests of edu-
cation, some more comprehensive
system of administration should be
found : first, to remove as far as
possible the grave and inequitable
inequalities of the two systems of
Voluntary and Board. schools as
now existing, and secondly, to eli-
minate as far as possible, for the
future, the friction and the collision
that have so often and so injurious-
ly ‘arisen between them.’”

When, therefore, a national system
takes the place of the present patch-
work system, with its multiplicity
of authorities acting without refer-
ence one to another, its costly mul-
tiplication of administrative ma~
chinery = involving in 1900 an ex-
penditure of 9 per cent. ‘of the total
{ School Board rate; its want of co-
ordination between the infinite va-
riety .of ° schools, ranging from the
young ladies’ academy to the great
public  schools—when educational
chaos is to be moulded into shape

shall  be

dominion; it will r

culum, it will fix a ste ;
ciency, it will inspect us all round
in a variety of ways, But all this
shows what a tremendous power for
good or for evil the new local au-
thority will have, and therefore the

- seni-

. that is to. say the degenera-
tion’ which, normally, may br look-
ed ‘for at a -certain period of life,
Dr. Hamilton accepts the definition
of senility given by Dr. T/ 8. Cloy-

¢

supreme importance of selecting the | ston in his ‘“‘Lectures on Mental
right body for that authority. TM} Diseases.’”” | That  definition rupg
choice, it, seems, will fall on | substantially as follows:—‘‘Physio-

County Council. And it is
they will realize the great
tions that centre in them. Their
record is good; they enter on th
work with clean hands; the good-
will is theirs; they have done noth-
ing as a body to forfeit public con-
fidence in their willingness to deal
out e handed justice to allschool

under théir jurisdiction.

RIGHTS OF MINORITIES.—Still,
we have neither the desire nor the
intention of delivering ourselves
bound hand and foot even to such a
correct body as the County Coun-.
cil. For a County Council is not
always composed of angels; some-
times it is composed of men; and it
is surprising how much human na-
ture may linger in a County or City
Councillor.

The first and chief safeguard is the
protection of the rights of minori-

o

ties. At present those rights are
safeguarded in School Board elec-
tions by the cumulative vote; and

we make the most remarkable re-
quest that when the cumulative vote
is abolished we shall not be worse
off than we now are. As Mr. Yoxall
clearly sees, we Catholics feel the
question of the constitution of the
local authority to be vital. For, as
he says, we are in a minority al-
most everywhere. He thereforé sug-
gests ‘‘that the Bill should lay
down that due regard should be had
to the representation of minorities
in framing the scheme and appoint-
ing the personnel of the Schools
Committees.”” The Catholic Bishops
have stated the point with still
greater definiteness and precision.
They consider it essential that there
should be on the committees ‘‘repre-
sentatives of the great educational
interests that have grown up with
the Board of Education.’”’ The Hon.
Mr. Stanley, vice-chairman of the
London School Board, tells us in-
deed that quite the worst thing to
do is to pack the committees with
interests. A plain man, I fancy,
would say that to drive out the in-
terests—i.e., those who have a stake
in the concern—is the surest day to
ruin the business.

—

NO SURRENDER OF RIGHTS.—
What, then, is to be the Catholic at-
titude towards the proposal to placé
our schools on an undenominational
basis? The attitude of Catholics all
the world over. Turn your 'eyes
w}xere you will; to France or Bel-
gium on the continent of Europe, to
the land of the Golden Fleece at the
Antipodes; pass on thence- to the
snow-capped regions of Canada arfd
the vast continent that owns alle-
giance to the Stars and Stripes, and
return home by the Emerald Isle; if
you have eyes in your head you will
see one fact ever present, ever liv-
ing—that in no country of the world
have Catholics' bowed the knee to
ghe secularist or undenominational-
ist Baal. And think you that we in
England are going to be the first to
surrender? = Ask the Liberal fduca-
tion party and ,the Birmingham
School Board what they think of the
chances of our surrender. They will
tell you they have already concedzd

the principle for which Vi

you have
fought—the principle of Catholic
schools for Catholic children.  How

pleasant it is to find that our friend
are ag bottom thoroughgoing denog
minationalists! Thus Liberals and
Catholics have kissed.

Let, then, the British public know
once for all that we will have none
of their undenominationalism, I'ill
the last man behind the trenchos
has fallen we shall fight to maintain
the Catholic = character of our
schools. To protect- the rights of
those schools we claim to be ropre-
sented on the local education au-
thority; and we insist on retaining
the appointment of teachers, with-
out which the Catholic character of
our schools would be insecure. And
taking our stand on' the broad prin-
giples of freedom and :
mand equal o
children of

.| logical senility means - the disap-

‘pearance of reproductive power; 4

| greatly lessened affection faculty; g

Pdiminished power of attention ang
memory; a diminished desire and g
diminished power to energize men-
tally and bodily; lowered imagina-
tion and enthusiasm; a lessened
adaptability to change; a greater
slowness of mental action; slower
and less vigorous speech, as well ag
ideation; fewer blood corpuscles, red
and white; a lessened power of ny-
trition in. all the tissues; a tep-
dency =~ to disease of the arterieg
(hence a man is sometimes said to
be as old as his arteries); a lessen-
ing in bulk of the whole body, but
notably of the brain, which is alter-
ed structurally and chemically ip
its most essential elements, the cel-
lular action and the nerve currentg
bei.ng slower, and more resistence
being encountered along the con-
ducting fibres.”’ Again: As in the
young man there is organic craving
for action, which, not being grati-
fied, results in organic discomfort,
80 in the old man there is an ur:
ganic craving for rest, and not to
gratify it causes organic uneasi-
ness.”’ The changes embraced in
this definition of senility character-
ize the normal weakening incident
to age. When they begin to ap-
pear, however, before fifty, they
must be regarded as pathological in-
stead of physiological. They con-
stitute pre-senility.

+How are we to recognize the ap-
proach of pre-senility? We derive
from Dr. Hamilton’s essay a good
deal of information on this subject
information on the observation of a
large number of cases. For in-
stance, the condition of cerebral ir-
ritation exhibited when in an or-
dinary anaemic brain flushes of hy-
peraemia occur is pronounced as
evidence of pre-senility. The men-
tal impairment resulting from al-
tered blood pressure and the con-
sequent malnutrition of the corti-
cal elements is detected by the pa-
tient himself as well &s by onlook-
ers. In ordinary men possessed of
an- average ‘power of self-control
there is a stability which is lacking
in the pre-senile state. The suf-
ferers from pre-senility become flush-
ef,l and irascible under slight cmo-
t!onal stimulation, or lose the pa-
uer.lce and ability to throw off care
yvhxch may have characterized them
in former years. Among other car-
ly indications of mental deteriora-
tion Dr. Hamilton notes “‘an indis-
m)s.ltion to undergo intellectual ex-
ertion, and. a tendency to nvoid
anything that may be regarded as

cpmplex reasoning. The associa-
tion of ideas is weakened.'’ The
The -sufferer from pre-senility ‘‘tries
as a rule, to arrive at the result de-

sired with the least effort, and in
the quickest way, and much of his
n.xental activity is automatic. Espe-
cially is man’s weakness disclosed in
his inability to reluctance 1o fol-
low out new channels of thought or
to accept and store away fresh im-
pressions. If he be a professional
man, he prefers routine work to
work - that demands original re-
search; he shrinks from the precise
expression of ideas which can only
be obtained with mental effort: ‘un-
der all circumstances, he seeks the
broad road of colloqualism and
thogghtless speech;’” he submits
willingly to the yoke of old mental
habits; he evinces a sensation of re-

lief 'when he has accomplished the
task ' required of him. Another
Symptom of pre-senility is ‘an

early impairment of memory, espe-
cially of substantives;” with this
waning of the recollective faculty
grows a kind of apathy and dul-
ness.  “Little’ mistakes are made
Jdn calculations, letters are mis-
directed ‘and cheques are unsigned.”
Such omissions, if rare, may be in-
significant, but, 'as they gain in

frequency, roll / f
p_lﬁ'lologim%m?p - il

Dr. Hamilton’s-opinion, the im-
portance of vertigo, considered as
| an indicat o.{girogr’emve arterial
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1t is said that: °
<ent success of Mr. J
to us a slight change
for ‘‘ lucky,’”’ and he

rich.”

There is no doubt
great -measure due tQ
degree to his facultic
ciate the situation ar

Mr. Cochrane has
remains to be seen if
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Notes

The recent success

M. Snntos—Dumont.A wi
at Monte Carlo, is at
derable attention a

thereof may be mor

than can now be well

cording to reports,

worked perfectly.
«Answering her hel
least trouble. M. §
made a tour of the hi
returned without mi
shed where the balloc
The entire town witn
riment. M. Santos-
cheered enthusiastical
He made a sec

turn.
afternoon, encircled
then proceeded &

trailing a guide rope
turned he again encir
following the shore i
tude, thus enabling t
onlookers to watch tl
which his airship Wi
swarm of small vessi
lowed him to sea Wwe
keep pace with the e
landing, M. Santos-I:
an immense ovatio!
could have crossed t

nean.
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IRISH ENVOYS.
Star Line steamship |
sailed from Live:ipool
had among her passe
H. K. Redmond, mem
ment for Bast Clare,
Devlin, of Belfast, wh
a tour of the United |
purpose of completing
organizing the Unitec
in America. Messrs. |
Devlin come to the Ut
the request ‘of the
League of America, '
ranging their tour of




