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THE HORSE.

Good News for Horsemen.

past few _weeks papers all over
Canada ~have been -commenting on the horge
gituation. From an article which appeared in
~The Toronto World"’ last week it would appear
that there is some ochance ‘of the Allied nations
peing able to purchase horses in this country ‘in
the very near future. No further hint bhas been
given as to why they have not already been buy-
ing in Canada on a Scale somewhat commensur-
ate with that upon which they have been operat-
ing in the United States. According to the
«World’s information the Allies bought extensively
in the States in preference to Canada because it
was feared that horses might be declared contra-
pand of -war and-this would . shut off the _supply
from that country. They were anxious to get as
many as they could before such a declaration
could be made. Up to the present time no such
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orders have been issued and Canadian farmers:

have, notwithstanding explanations made on the
floor at Ottawa, been wondering why the purchase
of horses was continued in the United States
while no buyers for countries outside of Canada
were operating in the Dominion. Unijted States
is the only large horse producing country open to
the Allies, Russia having to conserve ber own
supplies for her own army. Horse breeders and
farmers generally would be glad to dispose of
large numbers of horses in this country and
would ‘'welcome the foreign buyers on our markets.
We have many times emphasized the fact that our
farmers are not so much after high prices as they
amp desirous of thinning out some horses from
over-stocked farms. It is claimed that there are
still nearly 38,000,000 horses in Canada and
almost a half a million more than last year.
Buyers for the Canadian Remount Commission
have not been operating on the same scale during
the past few weeks. There 'has been some
difficulty, apparently in getting the horses
transported and as is well known horses are not
required in large numbers at the front at the
present time; especially is this true.of mounts,
the larger number used being transport and
artillery animals.

A Patriotic Service.

The Canadian farmer, who is forced by mar-
ket conditions to hold his horses, may be doing
unconsciously a patriotic service in this connec-
tion. Canadian horses are not allowed to be
shipped to the United States at the present time.
The European buyers have not been operating on
our markets. The Canadian Remount Commis-
sion has bought only in limited numbers, so that
from week to week our market reports tell the
same tale—nothing doing in the horse market.
When we consider that it costs about $100 a
year to keep a horse, probably more under some
conditions and less under others, the farmer
loaded up with surplus animals is surely going
to lose money by holding them, but he would
lose still more, perhaps, to sacritice them on a
glutted market. It is hinted that Canada is to
be the source of a reserve supply of horses for
the British army, and that horses will be bought
here in large numbers sooner or later, if the war
goes on, as all indications point that it will.
1‘h15 being true, the situation is simply : The
Canadian farmer is asked to keep and feed his
horses for the use of the Kmpire later on. 'This
Is far more economical, so far as the nation is
Concerned, than for the horses to be bought he-
fore they are needed and fed out of Government
funds.  Every surplus horse fed and maintained
by the farmer, and which is bought later for
military purposes, really saves the nation at the
rate of $50 every six months the farmer feeds
*}““- That is, if each horse was bought row and
lk?m b\ th_e Government six months before actual-
¥ going into active service it would cost this
amount, whereas, maintained as a reserve on ihe
::Z'lr"?v the owners feeding these horses are simply

Ping out to that extent, and should be given

"’redit_t..hvrefm: The embargo placed by the
t;‘llt‘hOI‘]t]es precludes sale, therefore, feeding the
orses for future service is patriotic service.

Advantages in Breeding Late.
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

colts, as far as the working of the mare is con-
cerned.

Some hold that the winter gives the fall foaled
colt a good opportunity to get a start, as the
mare has nothing whatever to do during this sea-
son. This may, however, be partially counter-
acted by the lack of grass for the mare and
colt. Tt is a well-known fact that nothing will
take the place of good pasture grass as a place
to raise the foal. The mare milks better on
grass, and the colt seems to do better on grass
milk than milk produced from any other feed.
Besides this the colt soon .learns to nibble g lit-
tle grass, which is the most easily digested feed
he can get other than his dam’s milk. A little
more care is necessary in feeding during the win-
ter than in the summer., The mare should get
plenty of roots, good clover hay and a fair pro-
portion of bran in her oats.
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too rich and ,the weather is often cold and incle-
ment. Our principal breeds bespeak in their
type and characteristics the nature of their en-
vironments. Whether it be beast or human there
is that in-born character which betokens g native
land of weaith and sunshine, or hills and a
sterner clime. ;

Had the volumes, that“have been written on
heredity, been based on anything bLut theory, we
would now know considerable about the great art
of breeding and how likenesses are transmitted
from parent to offspiing. In poultry it has heen
shown that the ability of a hen to lay a large
number of egg8® is passed down, not through her
female progeny but through the males. Such in-
formation as this is substantial and to the point,
but as yet with other lines of live stock we must
mate the best with the best and expect desirable
resuits, for we krmow not yet how the great law
of ~“heredity ~works
in detail. The same

Roycroft Forest Queen.
Shire filly; champion at the Royal.

LIVE STOCK.

Influential Factors in Breed Making.

Good judgment and +‘lsion on the part of
Thomas Bates gnd Thomas Booth promipted them
10 breed Shorthorm cattle according to their own
ideas. Their ideas were pronounced enough to
ve termed ideals, and towards the realization “of

those ideals they difefted their eflorts. 'The
same may be said of Amos Cruickshank. Had
he never seen a vision of the deep, low-set,
smooth and beefy Shorthorn, never unto this day
perhaps would we have known the Lavenders, the
Orange Blossoms, the Broadhooks or the Non-
pareils. In the best of them the vision of a
man is transformed into g reality, and we profit
by the determined and well-directed efforts of a
great breeder who died twenty years ago leaving
a heritage to all patrons of his favorite breed.
wobert Bakewell had a vision of an improved
Shire horse and g different type of Leicester. So
zealous was he 'in his work of improvement in
all kinds of stock that his name comes down as
*-the father of improved live-stock husbandry,”’
Hereford breeders have often heard of the
Tomkins, Galliers, Price, Hewer and Jefferies, for
unto them is due much of the credit for the pres-
ent type of the white-faced beefer. Men of this
century dnd on this continent are still making
history. In dairy cattie particularly records are
being broken almost daily and better stock is
heing bred. We hope the ideals toward which
our breeders are striving will stand the test of
time as did those fostered by our predecesors
over g century ago.

It is remarkable how enviropment has in-
fluenced the character of the different breeds. A
breed such as Holsteins, developed on the hiils of
Avyrshire, Scotland, would be as improbable as
breeding up a type of sheep such as the Merino
on the fertile meadows of Holland. On the
island of Jersey, containing slightly over 28,000
acres, about 40,000 Jersey cattle are maintained,
and the balmy atmosphere and pieasant outdoor
life are responsible for the breed as we know
them. Galloways originate from the South-
western part of Scotland, where the soil is none

mating will give
different results on
different occasions,
but why no one can
tell. In spite of
the shadow sur-
rounding the law of
breeding upon
which so much de-
pends, we know its
force and- feel its
power and must
work as though we
understood it well.
Why does the white
face in the Hereford
predominate, or
why does the Angus
calf not have
horns ? or, ap-
parently more
simple still, why is
the Yorkshire
white, the Ber k -
shire black, or the
Tamworth red ? In
some way ‘‘opposi-
tes’’ to these con-
ditions . have been
eliminated or ‘‘bred
out’” by discarding
the animal with
horns or an unde-
sirable color until
the remaining in -
dividuals have
those characters in-
tensitied in their
bodies and are sure
to transmit them.

This accumulated character and fixedness of
type is"what marks our pure-bred animals. Any-
one who will mix types and indiscriminately mate
is undoing the work of centuries, He is decreas-
ing that intensity of blood which, insures desirable
conformation, milking qualities or pleating mark-
ings, and our live-stock records cannot be
guarded with too keen an eye. Using a pure-bred
sire on grade stock will improve the latter and
in time bring it to a standard worthy of regard,
but to mate ar anmimal so improved with g scrub
or grade /will offset'the efforts of the past and
make that work of less avail. A knowledge of
how breeds have been developed would encourage
many a careless breeder to conserve this inteunsity
of blood for good.

A Paddock for the Bull.

The other day we visited several farm stables

and took note of the condition of the stock bulls, -

In one of these stables we saw g bull tied by the
neck, getting no exercise whatever. In another,
the bull was loose in a box stall. Of course, the
latter method is to be preferred every time, but
neither gives sufticient exercize to the herd header
to ensure a large number of strong, healthy
calves. Nearly every farmer reaiizes, t0 some
extent, the importance of exercise for the sire, but
comparatively few take the pains to erect @& suit-
able paddock in which the bull may run and keep
up his stamina. We believe that a large num-
lb,er of the complaints of ditliculty to get cows
with calf, and also regarding weak, poorly-de-
veloped calves, are directly due te-the poor con-
dition in which the tlire was at time of service,
as g direct result of lack of suflicient exercise to
keep him rugged and fit. Most breeders prefer
not to allow the bull to run with the herd, and,
as it requires a strong fence to hold him, he is
generally Jeft either tied by the neck or in a loose
hox. It is g crime to keep a bull tied all the
time 'and use him for service. He should at
least have a box stall, but it would pay most
owners of sires to get to work this fall and erect
a high, strong fence around a small paddock
adjacent to the build'ngs, and plan to keep the
bull in it for several hours each day. During iy
time it is preferable, of course, to keep 1he bull
in a darkened stali during the day and allow
him out at night. He should, at least, have five
or six hours in the open every day in the year.
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