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Conditions in Northern Ontario
A Newsy Letter from T. G. Raynor

HE spring arrived carly as in old Ontario, and
T spring’s work began early, but it still continues

in"some parts. In the Rainy River and Soo
districts, seeding is nearest done and vegotation the
most forward. Little or no complaint is heard on
the part of farmers that they haven't help emough
for the spring seeding. It is the extra work they
wish to do that is at a standstill, or partly so, in
ciearing up new land and getting it ready for future
crops.

There are many evidences of prosperity among the
New Ontario farmers, in that they are putting up
better bufldings, and increasing their stock, notably
their flocks of sheep. One farmer near Bmo has
nearly 6500 breeding owes this spring and /; getting
along fine with them. He Is preparing (o venture
in the production of hot house lambs another year.

He will shear some 700 sheep this year. His Income
from the wool alone is worth considering. - He ex-
pects the fleeces to average over five pounds In
welight, Lambs seemed to be doing particularly well

wherover they were seen; more single lambs than
twins are generally reported. There is still room for
great expansion in the norttland as there is so much
free land for pasture yet.

No. 1 Seed Demanded.

The land everywhere was working up well, and
the seed bed stems to be everything that could
be desired. Another evidence of prosperity Is that
in clover and grass seed; the general demund is for
No. 1 grede. There is a larger percentage of the
No. 1 grade bandled by the dealers in Northern
Ontario than is the vase in old Ontarlo. Scarcely
ever does one see No. 3 grade for sale and very
little of No. 2. However, some farmers aro dealing
among themselves. A case was observed in the
Thunder Bay district where a dealer also owns a
farm. He was handling a very excellent grade of
No. 1 alstke, but he got some timothy of a netghbor
and he was only one among a good many who bought
from the same lot. Examination of the seed showed
& large quantity of oxeye daisy seeds, which no
farmer wants to sow, if he knows it. No doudbt but
& good deal of this seed is already sown, which is
unfortunate, but no doubt the warning from taking
an official sample will do a good desd of good to the
farmers of that locality. The farmer was not aware
he was breaking the law

While the farmers in Northern Ontario are quite
particular about thelr small seeds they have yet
to learn something about seed grain, especially oats,
both as to purity and varieties. It is early varieties
that are needed. A great magy are satisfled with
either No. 2 C. W.'s, recleaned or even uncleaned. The
result Is that wild oats and ball mustard is being
sown very plentifully. At one point & dealer had
some of these No. 2 C.W's recleaned and on the
top of the vats was an enclosed card stating they
were free of wild oats. An examination of five
ounces of this seed showed 21 wild oats and 18 ball
mustard seeds, to say nothing of the wild buck-
wheat which was present. As three bushels of these
©Oats are usually sown per acre, it is easily seen what
may happen. The wild oats do not increase very
rapidly, fortunately, as the meadows aro left in
sod for some years usually. The ball mustard,
bowaever, is on the increase no doubt.

Good Seed That Dida't Sell.

One deaier who had brought up a car of seed
oats from the East and which were well cleaned,
well graded, and free from weed seeds was alarmed
that he would have some of these high-priced oats
on his hands 50 he was offering them for less than
what they cost him laid dewn. No. 8 CW.'s, reclean-
ed, by one firm could be had at $1.25 per bushel,
by another for $1.15, but the good seed oats could be
had for $1.560 per bushel, which was four cents be-
low the cost. It is to be feared that too often
western feed oats have been sown or oats of their
own growing which have this year, so far as tested,
shown a low vitality.

Potatoes were still plentiful as the winter closed
down so suddenly last fall that they couldn't be
shipped out In safety so they were stored. There
wero some losses from frost, but they came through
the winter in the main in condition.

this year, where there was an immense crop, that
over 3,000,000 bushels were thrown out on the dump,

labor and expense in feed-

ing horses, a farmer wasu't making much out of his

pulpwood even at $6.76 per cord fob Some were

gotting $6 per cord, but about $5.76 seemed t) be
the prevailing price.

Crops to Grow.
Many settlers get discouraged and give up after
spending perhay3s two or three years on a bush farm
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milk stage a frost comes along and teke: everything
but the fodde: Summer frost must be expect-
od in clearfag new land in the northern districts, for
as one fellow put it, you can have storage i
the bush during the hottest months in summer by
digging a hole, and siuking a barrel. That in which
the settiers keep the wild beef. Until the land is
cleared more and better drainage prevails
it would be .ar better to simply depend on hay pas-
ture, turnips and potatoes, and stock enough to con:
sume part of it at least. Some seasors, of course,
wheat and oats, might mature but thay are ususlly
some of the earHest varieties and should be sowu
early. " of the i8
dily advancing and the prospects are that the

beit will give & good account of itself.
The cost of clearing the land fs such now, owing
to the price of labor, that after the wood is taken

A Facsimile of a Poster being used In Indiana’s
Campaign for 10,000 Additional Sllos this Year.

off and considersble burning is dome, it will cost
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groat deal of

ready in these communities
will keep golng on. It is
bigger it yots. In Canada
and Marfe District Ayrshires
ville Holsteins, but in non
it be Chateauguay, have we
fze.

moving the stock is red In
mpay cases the cos. Is no more for ralsing higy
grades and purebrids than for the individual farpy.
Y and Is easior
to sell stock In & community where all the farmeny
raise the same breed. When a community entery o
vaising one breed, everybody, men, women and chy.
dren, become Interested in avd tuke & pride in (yy
stock which 18 a big fa ‘or In the improvement
It will pay the farmers of any community to rajsy
ono breed of live stock whether it be cattle, horss,
sheep or hogs, It will result in & more rapii |y
provemert of the stock and
efal returns and In a greater interest in sy
than the Indfvidual fatmer can seture—N. D A (

A Good Move in Wisconsin

Tubercular Quarantine Farm Establishcd

ISCONSIN is dealing with the tubercular prop

W lem in & way that befits the greatest dalry
state of the American

Bome years

ago the State Department of Agriculture establisheq
what is now known as its “accredited list” of dairy
herds. Under this system s breeder announces to
the proper state suthorities that he s going 1o keey
his herd free of tuberculosts and wishes to be placed

Under this system many good cows with long livey
of usefulness before them have had to be discardeq
becsuse of reaction to the test. The chances ary
that many of these cows were only slightly infected
but because of the danger to the rest of the herd
they had to be either quarantined, sold or slagh
tered. Quaraatine methods are hardly practicably
on the small farm where from only 15 to 26 head of
cattle are kept and either seiling or slanghter [p
volves heavy loss. The State Department of Agri.
culture has now taken hold of this problem and ey
tablished a state owned farm where these reacting
cows can be taken care of.
“In the plan as heretotore conducted,” said Dr 0
voterinarian, “the usefuincsy of
many animals has been lost which under this g
rangerrent will be saved. Many animals at the time
of testing are in a period tmmediately before or after

2

freshening, and it be readily understood that ty
slaughter an animal at that time necessarily causes
& loss to soclety, the calf and the milk

5 board has leased a 600-acre
farm in southern Wiscunsin. This farm 15 wel
suited for the purpose with large pasturcs and a
number of good bulldings. The 100 acres that are
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Its valoe will
cattle breeder who

The Swift Company's

small grain, and I
grass, during the
guars. The world's foo
pents, i this emenge
waly be met by incre
acreage of grains A
avallable s food for m:
power will be required
fyrm to plant and hury
cops.  Labor is scarce.
o horse power and im
on¢ man to do as muc
i is the only solution
Pactories are running
ton is being taxed to |
are an essential factor ]
factory with rallroad as
They houl the material
4 ald in building the ¢
petwork of transportatic
turer to consumer hea
important part.  Truch
guided solely by the 1
horses are more efficien
Evidence that they wi
oities 18 overwhelmin
of maximum draft ¢l
{a feet and legs as to |
fn oty service.

Farm and city alike v
powerful drafters. ‘The
six years will be great
last 20 years.

Army Hors

Armies require hors:
they are indispensible.
proportion has been @
every four men, exclus
Lod of the Admiralty,
in December, 1917, rep
transported more than
o Burope for the use o
from the Department of
merce, US.A., show thal
were purchased in the
from our Allies contin
needs of the United §
proportion of one horse
exelusive of cavalry,
by all armies are artill
Hods. These take her
1700 pounds, sometime:
fall of 1917, undertook te
~which must welgh ove
at central markets—an
of the leading dealers
be bought at the price-
been purchasing as ma
In 1914, at the outh

had a vast sur]
1000 to 1500 pounds.
exhausted.  Horse buy
trouble In buying two ¢
In with half a car, beea
& week's time. Farmer
summer and fall becau
They are now searchis
o their spring work |
have advanced apprec
GOrade draft mares of g
per hoad higher than |
are Increasing in valu
g ny‘uu mu:.h for
conclude It is cheag
1o buy th

Mou Iand must b




