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BANQÜBT TO EDWARD 
BLAKE

Inportaat Speeches of leesrs. 
Redmond, Blake and T. P. 
O’Connor ^

London, July 28—To-night the 
memhera of the Irish Party enter
tained Mr. E. Blake at a banquet In 
one of the dining rooms of the House 
of Commons, ns s tribute to their 
appreciation of his magnificent ser

vices to the Irish cause. Mr. John 
IT.-Redmond, Chairman of the Party, 
presided.

The following cablegram was re
ceived: “Toronto, Ontario, to John 
Redmond, House of Commons, Lon
don-United Irish League, Ottawa, 
heartily join your honoring our own 
Edward Blake—Freeland, Pres; Bar- 
gen, Sec.

Mr. John Redmond, who was receiv
ed with cheers, said: I rise to per
form one of the pleasantest duties 
that has fallen to my lot since I have 
occupied the position of Chairman of 
this Party. I rise for the purpose of
proposing the toast of our guest, Mr. 
Blake (cheers). I do so with the 
feeling of the greatest pleasure, the 
greatest pride, and yet with some 
feelings of embarrassment. For me 
to have even the appearance of 
praising Mr. Blake would be almost 
an Impertinence. Mr. Blake is a 
man who has filled one of the great
est positions open to any man of 
intellect in Canada. His record in 
that country is to this day one of 
the proudest possessions of that 
free and great community (cheers). 
Of the record, full of honor to Can
ada and to Mr. Blake, I won’t pre
sume to say anything except just 
this—He was all through his career 
In Canada an outspoken friend of the 
liberties of Ireland (cheers). I think 
it was in the year 1882, before many 
in this room were in political life 
in Ireland at all, certainly before they 
were in a prominent position in 
political life in Ireland, he tnoved a 
resolution in favor of Home Rule in 
the Dominion Parliament, and he did 
it in peculiar circumstances, because 
in doing so he made great sacrifices— 
that lfikto say, he willingly made sac
rifice by raising against himself pre
judices in many quarters for the sake 
of the land of his fathers, whose li
berties he was anxious to achieve 
(cheers). Some of the greatest 
speeches ever made ot, the subject of 
Irish self-government were those de
livered by Mr. Blake in. the Cana
dian Parlfamsnt, and they were 
made by him at a time when he had 
no idea probably that he ever 
would be taking part in the fight 
for Home Rule in this counfrv. Now 
the second thing I want to say about 
Mr. Blake’s career is this—that he re
signed that high position which he 
held at a time when he was in the 
prime of life, at a time when the par
ty which he led with so much dis
tinction and ability had been in op
position for a long time and was 
almost on the threshold of victory 
—he resigned that position when the 
great positioh of Premier of Canada 
was almost within his grasp (cheers) 
and he resigned it in order to come 
here and take his place in the raijks 
of the Irish Party, and to give to 
the service of Ireland all the weight 
of his ideas, of his ptieeless gifts of 
eloquence, his mature judgment, and 
his experience, which have been so 
invaluable to us in recent years 
(cheers). In so doing, gentlemen, he 
conferred a great distinction upon 
the Irish Party, and a great honor 
upon Ireland; but "he did more. I 
am not likely to forget that Mr. 
Blake came to this country at a per
iod of exceptional difficulty and dan
ger to the Irish cause (cheers). He 
did not come here as a fair weather 
friend—he came in a time of stress 
and storm. When he came here he 
found a seething tumult from end to 
end of Ireland. A great tragedy had 
taken place—a great leader—one of 
the greatest leaders who had ever ap
peared on the Parliamentary stage 
since .the Union (cheers)—had lust dis
appeared, and, as was natural, Jw%- 
ing human nature as it is, his dis
appearance had led to a political 
earthquake in Ireland (hear, hear). 
It was into such a scene that Mr.

STRAW 
• SAILOR

HATS
Straw Sailors, were $4 
for $3 ; Straw Sailors 
and Alpines, were $3. 
for 2 ; Straw Sailors 
and Alpines were$2.5<> 
for $1.75; Straw Sail
ors and Alpines were 
$2. for $1.50 ; Straw 
Sailors and Alpines, 
were $1.50 for $1.

m DINE! CO.

heated, personal controversy, I may 
be allowed to say, be brought an un
questioned impartiality, a transpar
ent disinterestedness, and a calm 
judgment, which were absolutely In
valuable to Ireland at the time, 
which, in the end, contributed far 
more than he thought the Irish peo
ple entirely realized to the reunion 
which was brought about (cheers), 
and to-day in the councils of the 
Irish Party Mr. Blake’s wisdom and 
foresight are perhaps our most valu
able asset. In our debates he confers 
distinction upon every course that be 
advocates, and, finally, be has found 
his way into the affections of the 
Irish Party (loud cheers). Ireland 
is proud of Mr. tilake, and the Party 
is proud of him (cheers). Every 
man in the Party has learned to love 
him, and I will be conveying your 
sentiments when I say that we wish 
him long life and happiness, and 
hope that he may live to work for 
Ireland amongst the colleagues who 
have grown not only to respect and • 
love him until his eyes have seen the | 
the triumph of the cause to which he 
is devoted (cheers).

Mr. Blake, who was received with 
cheers, said: Mr. Chairman, and 
kind and dear friends and comrades, 
present and absent, I regard what has 

, happened now as the culminating 
proof of the kindness and generosity 
of heart'which you and the Irish peo
ple have exhibited towards me ever 
since I came amongst you. You, 
Mr. Redmond, have alluded to my 
political career on the other side of 
the Atlantic. I have spent twenty- 
five years of my life in the service 

‘ of my native country, and it happen
ed by stress of circumstances that I 
occupied for a time the position in 
the Dominion Parliament of leader
ship of i party. During that time 
I was supported with unanimity and 
loyalty beyond my deserts and I was 
also the recipient of testimonials from 
my fcolleagues and from the public, 
but those testimonials of devotion 
differed from ours. They were asso
ciated with a party aguse. What 

j mikes this testimonial of yours with- 
; out example in my career is that I 
come not here as a leader but as de
siring to occupy the place of one of 

j the rank and file of the Party (cheers)
11 receive this kindness at your hands 
'as one of yourselves (hear, hear). I 
I came here not only absolutely desir- 
! ous of serving in the ranks, but with 
the conscientious conviction 'that any 
pther suggestion was absurdly im
possible. I knew the position in 
Ireland. I knew something, by re
putation and otherwise, of the men 
who were here. I knew where my 
place was, and must be, and I am 
glad to say that it wag the place 
where I longed to be. amongst the 
rank and file, following loyally the 
chief of the Party, whoever he might 
be, and doing my best to secure the 
appointment of the best man to lead, 
and when he was appointed, to do 
my best to make his leadership a 
success (cheers). And it is, there
fore, to a private in the ranks that 
you, of the rank and file, under the 
leadership of our distinguished chair
man, have offered this which I 
regard as an unexamplecPcompliment.
I rejoice to hear those words, which 
1 believed I might have the happiness 
to hear from Mr. Redmond—the ex
pression of friendship between us 
(cheers). Our friendship dates from 
the beginning, and it has had its 
foundation in concurrence of senti
ment in politics: “Idem velle abque 
idem nolle, eadem sentire de republi- 
ca, ea demum firma amicitia est.” 
But something more is wanted to 
make the friendship that touches the 
heart, as well as the respect and es
teem and confidence, that appeal to 
the more intellectual side of our na
ture. It is that which I cherish 
most, and which you tell me that I 
have received in your comradeship 
(cheers). Politics is a suspicious 
world. Party politics is even a sus
picious world in some quarters. But 
I hold politics to be the highest, and 
noblest pursuit of true citizens In a 
free land (cheers), and I hold it to 
be a still higher and nobler pursuit 
when it is the pursuit of a citizen in 
a subjugated land asserting the free
dom of his country, and that is our 
destiny (cheers). We from the neces
sities of the case in this great 
assembly, stand apart. We do not 
regret that we stand apart. We sit 
by our own will perpetually in what 
are called the cold shades of opposi
tion. We have nothing whatever ex
cept that which is worth everything 
to animate us except the pure aspira
tion to restore the liberties of our 
country (cheers). We are estranged, 
and so long as this island persists 
in her course of declining us our con
stitutional freedom we must remain 
estranged from the remainder of this 
assembly. We are here as strangers 
in a strange place (cheers), because 
our National aspirations are as yet 
ignored by the majority of the as
sembly, and therefore our position is 
inf this respect distinctive and pecu
liar. We submit ourselves to a se
vere discipline, provided by the ex
perience of many bears in the strug
gle in which we are engaged, sub
jecting all individual opinion to the 
views of the majority of the party. 
That is an abnormal situation to 
which in my own country, free, and 
therefore not requiring that discipline,
I should never submit. But I came 
here knowing the obligation, and con
vinced of its necessity in the circum
stances in which we are, and I have 
never found the slightest difficulty'in 
complying loyally with it (cheers). 
There is, therefore, in the abnormal 
situation onelfcafeguard for individual 
judgment and one safety valve for 
individual dissension—namely, the
agreement that before a decision is 
ta^en there shall be the fullest and 
freest discussion in the councils of 
the Party, so that each man, no mat
ter what his position may be in 
Patty, has an equal right to express 
his opinion to vindicate his views, 
to hear what is to' be said upon 
the other side, and if that is done 
he may all the more freely 
with the better conscience agree t< 
the judgment ot an instructed ma 
jority—of a majority instructed, a 
any rate, into what is to be sail
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upon both sides of 
decided with fair regard ai 
scruple as to the opialoLs of 
individual, however humble (<
That free discussion is good for 
Individual, for it gives him the op
portunity, at any rate, of not being 
overruled unheard. It is good for 
the cause, because it gives to* the 
cause the beet guarantee against 
hasty judgment, and decides quite 
frankly on the merits of the case. 
For my part, I would rather hear the 
rank and file complain of being sum
moned too often than of not being 
summoned enough, and I hope before 
we separate this session we may 
have one opportunity of having a tree 
talk upon public affairs (cheers). We 
have one safety valve in case of dis
sension, and that is only to be used 
in the last resort—that which tells 
every man that in a supreme issue he 
is not bound to act with the oth
ers, but he must be a very compe
tent man who is prepared to stake 
his single judgment against the judg
ment of the great majority of his 
Party (cheers). But even in that 
supreme case he can, of course, es
cape from what would in such cir
cumstances be an appalling responsi
bility by no longer filling the place 
which makes him responsible 
(cheers). He has the resort which 
is the last resort and which where- 
ever the sad occasion shall arise for 
the individual, and the Party for ita 
exercise, ought to be accompanied, 
in my judgment, by absolute reti
cence and self-restraint on the part 
of the man who thinks it necessary 
to take that course, gnd he had much 
better remain in the judgment of the 
country in the wrong than seek to 
set himself right by proving his Par
ty In the wrong (cheers). There is
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onè other of our obligations to sut^- points west.

STRATFORD
Mr. Frank J. Canty, son of the 

late J. H. Canty, railway contractor, 
formerly of this city, in now perman
ently located in Chicago and in now 
the leading attorney for the London 
Guarantee and Accident Co. Mr. 
Caatj many yearn ago was a pupil ot 
the ptratlord Collegiate Institute, 
when*he gained distinction for his 
clevewmts His many Stratford 
friends will be glad to bear he is well 
and prosperous.

The Stratford Herald excursion to 
Detroit recently was a grand success 
both socially and financially. The at
tendance was large and everything 
was jlone to meet the wishes of the 

s of this annual affair, which 
albays looked forward 1# with a 

wonderful amount of pleasure and 
satisfaction.

Mr C. F. Biel man, the genial traf
fic manager of the White Star Line, 
also deserves special mention for the 
interest and courtesy «hnwn to the 
proprietors of the Stratforo Herald 
and others interested in this and oth
er pleasure trips. The White Star 
Line of steamers are of a high class 
and are managed by careful and well- 
instructed employes, hence it is that 
this company succeed in securing a 
large public patronage.

Mr. J. J. Phippen, artistic photo
grapher of Detroit, is at present in 
the city taking views of our promin
ent buildings. He is meeting with 
good success and turns out the best 
than can be produced.

Mr. Joseph Oullette of Detroit, 
Mioh., is the guest of his aunt, Mrs. 
E. J. Kneitl, for a few weeks.

Miss Emma Kneitl is on a two 
months’ holiday trip to Detroit and

mit to the decision of a National 
Convention. I here endorse that ob
ligation. I do not pretend e that 
their decisions are unworkable.' 1 
do not pretend that one Convention 
may not modify the policy of anoth
er. All these propositions are self 
evident, but, while the decision of a 
Convention stands it ought to be 
honestly obeyed (cheers). I want to 
state cine or two things which, in

is aMias Coyle of Detroit, Mich., 
guest of her sister, Miss Coyle.

Before another issue of thidSpaper 
the “Summer Fair” will bev over. 
On Tuesday and Wednesday, Aug. 16 
ALjÿîi are two ««ays set apart Joy 
this purpose, to be given in Connec
tion with St. Joseph’s Church, this 
city, in the Stratford skating _gink. 
The fair will be an attraction of 
merit, and should be well attended,

my judgment, are not unimportant /supper being served each evening! 1 
in the efficacy and advance and im- The pastor, Rev. Chirles E. McGee,

Ximent which may be made in our is managing this undertaking, which 
1 system. Now, I believe that is itself a guarantee that it will be 
National Conventions are chosen, fa success. Every person interested 

are the best and nujst «competent in the welfare of the church and the
instruments that the wit of man can 
devise for thoroughly, adeouately and 
effectively propounding what is the 
national sentiment upon subjects 
which have been thoroughly discuss
ed throughout the nation beforehand, 
and upon which, therefore, there has 
been the best opportunity of gather
ing what are the general sentiments 
of the country. ( Where there has 
been no opportunity for such discus: 
sion, where there are novel proposals 
or very complicated proposals made, 
of course, this element of certainty 
in the ascertainment of National 
Convention does not so fully obtain 
and the deficiencies which almost 
wholly apply to such a case in the 
system .become more apparent— they 
are inherent, I want to make this 
practical statement that the infer
ence I draw is that steps are al
ways to be taken to secure, as far 
as public exigency will allow, the 
opportunity for threshing opt before
hand the subjects which are likely 
to be finally decided upon in Con
vention and the proposals to be made 
in Convention tiiould be clear and, 
as far as possible, on lines which 
have become familiar to the people 
liefore the Convention assembles, so 
that there is the least possible oppor
tunity for suppression, and that the 
exceptions to these general rules 
should onlv be exceptions of neces
sity. Acting upon these lines as to 
our Party decisions and as to our 
National decisions, I believe we could 
work out, without stress or strain 
upon the conscience of any man, gict 
fully and loyally upon the decisions 
of the Party and upon the decisions 
of the Convention. What are the 
other obligations of the members of 
this Party? They are two, and two 
only—the obligations we owe to our 
constituents, fairly to tell them our 
opinions and fully and frankly to re
present "them. Of the obligations 
which we owe to our conscience the 
most sacred obligation of all is to 
act according to that conscience to 
the best of our judgment in the ad-

(Continued on page 8.)

Catholic people of Stratford should 
attend the numerous attractions, and 
gifts that will be secured by 
lucky ones will be a handsome 
compense for the money invested 
the pleasure and privilege of an 
tendance. Every, person go and help 
to fill the cash b)>x.
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Diocese of Peterborough
The new St. Patrick’s church was 

opened and blessed by His Lordship 
Bishop O’Connor of Peterborough, un 
Sunday, July 2-tth. High Mass was 
sung by the pastor, Rev. Father 
Fleming. Concone’s Mass was ren
dered by the choir under the direction 
of Mrs. F. H. Gallagher. At the 
offertory Miss Annie Madden of Oril
lia, sang “Mercedante’s" Palve 
Maria." The soloists during the 
Mass were Miss Agnes McGill, Pitts
burgh, Pa., and Messrs. McConkey of 
Kearney and Madden of Brule Lake. 
At the conclusion of Mass a large 
number of candidates received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. Addresses 
were .read by Miss Munn and Mr. T. 
H. Gallagher on behalf of the con
gregation and Altar Society, and pre
setted to Father Fleming, who 
was leaving for his old home in New
foundland. At the evening service
His lordship delivered a most elo- 

' quent sermon on the Catholic (liurch 
and its doctrines. The altar looked 
beautiful with its numerous cut flow
ers and colored floats.

PERSONAL
Mr. W. Lahane of Downeyville and 

Mr. M. H. Lahane of Hamilton, cou
sins of Sister Philomena, who died 
last week at the House of Providence, 
were in the city in attendance alt the 
funeral. J

The
Sectional

tj__

Sir,-The Catholic 
Association bolds its 
vention in Toronto in 
weeks. This convention is 
consideration of matters in the 
tereat of the association and should 
bear good fruit if there is general and 
intelligent participation in the dis
cussion of the subjects introduced. 
The trouble at conventions hitherto 
has been that a few, principally old 
or loquacious members, have mono
polized the speaking and thus pre
vented just aa sensible, if more mo
dest, delegates from taking part in 
discussions and giving the convention 
the benefit of their observation and 
experience. Indeed, there has been 
heretofore not only a monopoly of 
debate but a monopoly ol office. 
Members at a distance, those who 
have not been delegates and have not 
attended these conventions, have been 
edified (?) by reading reports of 
speeches by men who have figured in 
the same role since conventions were 
first held, and have occasionally,with 
slight variations, seen the same old 
names in the list of officers. This 
is not as it should be, and if the 
Catholic Mutual Benefit Association 
is to progress and exhibit elements 
of permanency there will be a radi
cal reform in the ancient programme 
at conventions and a few new mem
bers will be honored with some of 
the important offices.

If there is not the infusion of new 
blood into the directorate there is 
grave danger of the association ulti
mately falling into clique or cabal gov
ernment and when that comes the in
glorious end of our present beloved 
C.M.RA. is not far off. Why should 
there be a monopoly of office in this 
organization any more than in any 
well conducted financial institution 
in the land1 Why should not the 
principal offices be passed around and 
It made clear and emphatic that the 
highest position is within the reach 
of the least urgent and significant if 
intelligent and capable, delegate from 
the remotest branch? J hear it said 
and the cutting remark is not with
out warrant, that at present cheeky 
politicians control the councils of the 
C.M.B.A., and critics follow up 1 this 
averment with prophecy of disaster 
to any institution managed by poli
ticians. The reference is of course 
to both sides ot politics, for both 
parties figure in the councils of the 
C.M.B.A. It is no wonder that al
ready we hear of the Association be
ing used and manipulated to further 
the selfish ends and ambitions of cer
tain* cheeky an<( aggressive politi
cians.

If the C.M.B.A. ever becomes dis
tinctly tainted with politics its dis
solution will be near and a miserable 
dissolution it will be. There is no 
need of such a development, but 
there is serious danger of such, if a 
halt is not at once called to methods 
which have unfortunately prevailed at 
previous conventions.

Even the facile and flippant politi
cian can dilate refreshingly on the 
glorious objects of our Institution 
and its absolutely non-political 
character, but the pity of it is that 
these windy deliverances amount to 
little and may. indeed, be crafty suk 
terfuges to lull the unwary into con- 

' fident security.
I do hope that at the approaching 

convention the C.M.B.A. ship will 
sail proudly and triumphantly into 
placid and navigable waters and will 
bid adieu forever to the present men
acing rocks and sandbanks.

It is to be hoped that the present 
system of assessment will be altered 
and improved. Special assessments 
which are this year bobbing up al
most every month, are the bane of 
the C.M.B.A., are growing in unpopu
larity and may be our ruin if we do 
not abolish them. The substitu
tion of a more suitable system of 
assessment should be easy. In my 
opinion there should be twelve fixed 
monthly assessments, which should 
be sufficiently large to meet all the 
likely liabilities of the association. 
The special assessment has never been 
popular and I know of several bran
ches which this year have lost mem
bers because of the anpearance of a 
special assessment which thev did not 
expert and which they had been led 
to believe would never be made. For 
instahee, the special assessment in 
April, following the regular double 
header in March, was not looked for, 
though members need not be amazed 
at anything in future, for la 
double-header in July 
by a special in June 
just been advised by 
cretarv that the same double-header 
Is followed by another special in 
August. This sandwiching of the

special assessment is and they will 
join with me in the earnest hope 
that it will be only a remembered 
nightmare after the approachiag con
vention!

My letter grows long, but I beg a 
few lines on the Canadian, the offi
cial organ of the C.M.B.A. Some 
time ago one of your correspondents 
directed attention to the unpunctual 
issue of t-hjp monthly. One of the 

l arguments for its establishment was 
that ™lte publication would nave 
branches the trouble and expense of 

i notifying members of the amount of 
I their assessment every month. Will 
. any one pretend to say that it fills 
I this bill? Its issuance is utterly ir
regular and unreliable and frequently 
The Canadian for one month reaches 
subscribers about the middle of the 
next! The result is that branches 
do not receive the assessments from 
many of their members for the lat
ter, relying on the Canadian for in
formation, do not know whether they 
should send the regular assessment or 
a special along with it and the 
grand outcome is delinquency of mem
bers and confusion at the head offices 
of the branches. •

1 The Canadian is published at con
siderable expense and there is no 
reason under the sun why it should 
not be printed and mailed promptly 
at the beginning of each month. This 
apparently cannot be done under the 
present management, which seems to 
have become hardened in delinquen
cy, and the continued publication of 
The Canadian should be seriously de
bated at the coming convention. The 
July ypublication of the organ,which 
reached members when August was a 
week old, is rather ludicrous reading 
in some of its luminous pages. The 
dry and stereotyped resolutions of 
condolence read alright, and would be 
as instiuctive and appropriate if pub
lished a year hence, but the reader is 
rather at sea in perusing that Hon. 
Mr. Latchford will sail for (be Old 
Country in a few days, but will re
turn in time for the C.M.B.A. con
vention. After considerable per
plexity it at last dawns upon him 
that, though he is reading The Cana
dian in the first week of August, it is 
dated the first week m July, and that 
the Minister of Public Works has al
ready been enjoying himself for sev

eral weeks in the land of lis fore
fathers. «

■ This spasmodic issue of The Cana
dian is a reflection on the C.M.B.A., 
bat is not, I hope, a fair index of 
general managerial talent. The con
vention should certainly either re
solve to discontinue the publication 

,hf this organ or take some action to 
ensure its prompt publication in fu
ture. At present branches derive 
little or no benefit from it from a 
business point. I would whisper in 
the ear of its editor the wisdom of 
relegating the lugubrious resolutions 
of condolence to the oblivion to which 
he has resolved to consign all ser
mons forwarded to him. The reso
lutions are sad literature and we 
have in all conscience seen a surfeit 
of them in The Canadian.- The ex
planation for the delay in the publi
cation of the July Canadian is child
ish and unbusinesslike. The man
agement should have been prepared 
for the very contingency for which 
they apologize. The convention 
should also consider whether the 
pnesent printing office is entitled to 
a continued monopoly of all the C. 
M B.A. printing at its own gilt-
edge rates. There are other Catholic 
printing offices in Canada and there 
is no reason why one particular mem
ber should grow fat and rich through 
continued hashing in C.M.B.A. sun
shine. I favor passing around this 
patronage, but if this cannot be 
done the work should be thrown op
en to tender. Let there be open 
competition and the C.M B.A. «ill 
save thousands of dollars annually.
I trust some delegate will have the 
courage to bring this question be
fore the convention.

There are other matters, such as 
the contradictory and anomalous 
headship, vibrating between Kingston 
and London, which demand notice, 
hot this letter is already too long.

CHEER UP
A paying education does not neces

sarily mean years of time sud hun
dreds of dollars.

In six months at a cost of $50, we 
can fit you along the line of Commer
cial Work, Shorthand or Telegraphy 
to earn a splendid living.

And, more than that, you will find 
yourself in a progressive line. There 
may be too many doctors or lawyers 
aboa rd but there simply cannot be too 
many young people skilled in business.

Business is on the boom. Get into 
a line that has possibilities and face 
the future with confidence.

We would like to go further with 
you and want to send you our cata
logue. Write for it

CENTRAL BUSINESS COLLEGE
OF TORONTO "

W. H. SHAW,
Principal
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