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even on God Himself, rather than on ourselves for
keeping silence When we have been restless in
spirit, downcast and unhappy, have we not often
been unable to solve the difficulty ?  Frequently it
arises from mortified pride. Our self-esteem has
been lowered on discovering some unsuspected sin ;
as if our blessedness consisted in our character, in-
stead of our having righteousness imputed to us
without works. God will not allow us to have
confidence in our character, or in our faithfulness
to Him, but in His own revealed character and
His faithfulness to us, This tendency in the saint
to self-righteousness, accounts in very great
measure for the misery found in Christians ; when
in any degree entertaining it in ever so subtle a
form, they have departed from the real and only
ground of their blessedness. But if there be sin
unconfessed, or made light of in confession, or
only generally, and not specially confessed, it must
induce misery ; if God has told out to us all His
grace in forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin,
it is that in the knowledge of this, we may have
no concealments, or rather attempts at conceal-
ment, from Him. He would have us look at our-
selves as we really are, and justify Him in so
dealing with us as He has done in the Gospel of
His Son,

( To be continued, D. V. )




