
Considerable interest centres in the first returns 
of bmk clearings for a New Year, as they give an 
indication of the Christmis season’s trade, which, to 
many thousands of storekeepers, is an item th it 
turns the scale of results of the > ear's trade 
way or the other, 
instance, took cash in one day during the Christmas 
season, the net profits from which were sufficient to

one
One store in this city, for

pay the rent, gas, taxes and a good proportion of 
the wages bill for the whole year. The Hank 
Clearings in Canada for week ending 4th January, 
were as follows :
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I he increases arc not as large in some cities as 
might have been expected, but it has to be 
bered that the Stock Exchange business «lid 
contribute it's usually large share of clearings in this 
city owing to the holidays. The increase, however, 
in Winnipeg of 47.6 per cent.
80 per cent over 1899, are significant of the effects 
of the abundant harvest of last season. Vancouver 
also showed a remarkable increase, 44 per cent., 
while Victoria had a falling off, the cause of which 
is not clear as the city is prosperous. The decrease 
in Hamilton is open to some explanation other than 
a decline in the ordinary trade of the city, which, 
we arc advised, was quite satisfactory in the closing 
days of the past opening ones of this year, Fo- a

remcm-
not

1901, and nearlyover

. rv widely from those of the “N. Y. Bulletin," which 
uludc those of Canada. They compare as follows:
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li die difference between the two returns is a reli- 
ihl. exhibit of the losses in Canada the past year's 

in this country were enormously less than in 
1 ■ e « >. or in 18.19. But these returns, however carc- 
iully coinpilcil, are only approximations. The figures 

1 this city’s lire losses last year staml out far too 
I imminently and w ill lie liable to do so at any time 
until the water supply in certain districts is improved 
.md the whole lire protective service is so raised as to 
Is- equal to the grave emergencies that arise in a large 
citv.
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number of American cities ihe 
follows, as given by the " New York Commercial 
Chronicle " ;—

returns were as
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The increase in Canada for first week’s 
1902 was ahcail of that of United States, ours being 
11.6 per cent, and the States, 4.0 per cent.

The total clearings at Montreal last 
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THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA.

I he annual statement just issued by the Royal 
Bank o( Canada for year ended 31st December 
shows the net profits of 1901 to have been, $208,524, 
which is equal to 10.42 of the paid up capital. This 
sum is not as large as what the Bank has realized in 
previous years, but conditions vary in all institutions, 
and there arc indications that the Royal Hank 
has been pursuing a very conservative policy. In 
the year 18(29 its business developed to an excep­
tional degree. The deposits in that year rose from 
$8,275,407 to $11,323,599, an increase of 37 per 
cent. The current loans and discounts advanced 
from $7,090,845 to $10,^91.040, an increase of nearly 
51 per cent. The circulation went up from $1,387,- 
104 to $1,853,«790, the increase of paid up capital by 
$485,100 having enabled the Bank to enlarge its 
issues. Judging by the current loans and discounts 
having been only increased since the close of 1899 
to the extent ol $166,226, the amount on 31st De­
cember last being $10,857,365 against $10,691,040 
in 1899, the expansion that took place two years ago
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