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to mfidem civili/alinn, anil liteau* ill pioper working involves the 
cuitinly un. I manage menl of enormous in< of money, i| is rinll that 
the Slate shoubl aurrounH the* companies with ample eafe go rda to 
ptevenl n alfeacance, breach of trust, insecurity of contracts or pro's
I "'jolly in any respect.

Thin has lieen largely reccgnireil by Parliaminta anil (iovernmenls, 
escept in ten ie-|ecl< Insurance is allowe.l to lie comlucteil on 
two principles, one of «hich has I ecu liemonstiateil to be nbsolulelv 
ssnn.l an.lequll.ble. while the olher has lieen .lemons!,ale.1
II porHiolly end |>t act ir.* 11 y to lm the rrversr.

'I he Government should not permil fake in urance to be ca rlcd on
un.ler any pirtmce.

There is no ol yet ion to fraie nal insurance under the same condi 
lions, terms, and stipula,ions as are properly imposed on lh.- com 
panics, tail the transparent humbugs now operating throughout the 
country for the lieneht of the final High Supreme Chief s should lie 
summarily stopped. I do not think they will however. I he dupes 
have vutts, anil will have to get their les-on in all the bitterness of 
personal experience.

There is anothrr icpecl in which the State is apt to tr.at legi. 
t n.ale insurance unfairly. Their is a glowing di-|iositior. to compel 
hie insunnce companies lo lie l„ gatlu-rer, for the Provincial or 
Municipal tollers. Now a <h q isitu n < n taxation might be lengthy 
and tiresome, I ut I «ant to make a rimaik or two on il, neverlhe 
leas I I,rely admit the light of the Male under circumstances of 
pecu bar suras, as f.r the prc*rvulion of ita own caislcncc, to com- 
toand every dollar, ai d rvriy man, too, within its 1 rounds. Hut this 
calicme eairci* of ,o«cr la only juslifi d by ralrrmc necessity, 
Uldinanly. I he taxing |*iwcr of I lie Sialc is sup|Oied lo le esciciwd 
wnh due rigard lo sqully unrl to the* thiee principle. : (i) Taxes may 
tie fairly levad as equivalent for services rendered, us for water ra es 
rr I'loliciion or »ch(.ol rx|«cn%r« in

PROMINENT TOPICS.
The Council of the Board of Trade has devi,!„t ,0 

take vigorous action in regard to the fire !>rot< ti«>n
• if the city, which, front an insurance standpoint as 
well as in the general interests of the city, demands
improvement. Some time ago llierv were reprt" nta- 
lions made to the City Council that it was urgently 
necessary for at least $300,000 to he devoted t.. 
proving live city's fire protection service, 
staled, on reliable authority, that this sum hard, 
presented the extra amount paid each year In the 
citizens for fire insurance over and above what 
lie called for

lull ll

Il Mas
re-

would
were the fire brigade more adequately 

equipped. So moderate an outlay as $300,000. that 
would be saved yearly in the cost of fire insurance, 
was, however, deemed by the City Council too large a 
sum to Ia- asked authority to spend by a By-law to |K. 
submitted to the citizens. A By-law was, therefore, 
submitted for $100.000, which was defeated partly 
owing to the apathy of those most interested in lire 
protection, and partly to a conviction prevailing that 
such

i"i wmci l« C»
a municipality, or for mnre 

grnrral purport, in prop.,mon to men's ability to pay [7) The name 
projeity or fui.U should not he lax.<1 twice by using different 
or by any oiher subletluke (j) Productive proixity as far 
Mble should bear the burden of taxation 

Now on i
I»e justified. 1 he las la levied 
the bent fit of the

a sum was wholly inadequate and would merely 
serve sectional purposes. Xo efforts were made to 
secure votes in favour of the By-law, so an adverse 

went by default. Since then the question ha. 
been allowed to drop, until attention was again roused 
by several fines. The Council of the Board of Trade 
«ill now endeavour to so arouse public interest 
this highly important matter as to induce the City 
Council to take the steps necessary for raising our 
fire protection service to greater efficiency by enlarg­
ing and equipping the fire brigade with more adequate 
fire-fighting apparatus, 
about to he submitted it «ill be

none of the* principle, can ihe taxation of life assurance 
on a «levied pan of the people for

"hole feople, the piinciple of selection being that
the taxed Hie tin * only who have protected their families from the 
nan of becoming a charge upon the Sialc, while llmae who nrgl.ct 
till duly or acce|it protection from fake «hemes arc allowed to go

vote

1 he Piovince of On ario tendersll li.l.lteies with vont,act. made Ion, I efo r .-T| ! 1 ' F| a'x’ *i a « * w a . ' 'pai srd 
n during very materially the ability of one of lh, parie, to fulfil its 
agreement uuh the oilier. I Ins is particularly the ca* with respect 
lo non paiiiopaimg policies. It is , double it i, inn..,* I
on o man aflet lie Ins , ant all la.es that could lie legitimately claimed 
in n-led lo is nic. men Ins proieity. It is ,<culiaily lndtfcii.il-le, 
baling icgaol lo the third ptmci, lc because it ia a tax not on a profit 
but on mi.fotlure rmt Ion, All in utancc lumls are lois fund. a,.d 
cvny m.|H st on them only add» lo llie burden

l nfommairly.jn the prwnl date of public opinion there is little 
hope ol rebel, but it is a shame and disgrace lo the llrtlish name that 
the fair I ruiinve of Ontano should enter il,. I sentielh Century with 
tlu (alums legislation on ll. Slalule Hooka. It is decidely un 
larlltiI*, an eni weed mqiotted from the wild Western States

Instead, Ihtieloie, of legar.ling the fund, of insurance companies a. 
reservoirs to In lapped whenevei a (.oveinmenl or ils fnen.la want 
more) , governments and leg„l.t„r. gene,ally should irg.rd the insti 
letton ol life assuiance sailh the utmost benevolence. Ufe assuiance 
ia H deed, in a financial leme, the veiy lop stone of the mignificenl 
edihee of modern civilitniim. It i. bmevolence without paui eriam 
it yields III, bull id fra crtnly la* I n t on mere *nlimenl, but on 
equity and sciennlic principles. Ii „ ,n'y p ml.le when law and 
oHlet and secur ly id propeiiy aie Innily embedded in the structure of 
society, and its eni minus growth in llie Ninelernlh Century is I ut the 
bud and t rombe of a far greater triumph in Ibr Twenlietli 

* bet si I coi en nul m it end w ith
• •SUtkIICC

'Mien another By-law i-
necessary tu organizv 

a ni,,veinent for bringing out the voters in favour ,,f 
the fire brigade being made worthy of this city. The 
wastefulness and the danger of the present situation 
arv manifest.

If necessary there sho «Id be no hesitation in ap- 
pealing to the Provincial Legislature, Quebec, for 
the legislation required to enable the city to 
a more adequate fire protection service. The matter 
is one of urgent and vital interest to the whole 
munity.
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it khoul.l endeavour |o keep life 
m 'lx itl iiions, up lo the hi^hekt even ilte ideal ethical 

viand* d ik >uit Jy a “ convummation devoutly to lie wn»hcd.H
.\ municipal quest ion of much importance is the 

system of exempting from taxation all properties 
owned by the Government, irrespective of the pur 
poses for which they are used. There is no question 
that the exemption of such projierties was intended 
to cover only those actually used by the Government 
for public service, that is, Government offices. It 
ha., however, come about that certain buildin 
Used by a Government

At THE rn.l fiNAITlEKS’ ASSOCIATION CONVEN­
TION, held here in September, one of the oldest 
officials said : “ 1 think it is fair to all the 
telegraphers with whom 1 have been. connected,
having passed under my supervision millions ol 
telegrams within the last 51 years, and I have never 
known one single instance where the trust in a 
telegiaphcr has ever been betrayed. There has not 
been a single instance in all my life where 1 have 
had the least knowledge or suspicion of a message 
having been wilfully dlV.lgcd."

gs once
longer so occupied, but 

are leased by the Government to private tenants. The 
Municipal l nion of Ontario recently passed a resolu­
tion protesting against this grievance, and inviting "all 
municipalities to unite in resisting, and, if 
in testing the subject in the Courts of law,'’
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