the cover of steaming box removed and
the stuff in eacl. rack stirred up a little,
when it is again covered up and set to
steam. When we consider it steamed
enough it is put to press; a press ar-
ranged about the same as the Hatch-Gem.
mil press, but i1 a tin box about 16 inches
square and its depth as great as its width.
In this either steam or hot water or both
can be used to keep the mass warm. The
interior is arranged by placing a series of
wooden strips i1 the bottom (a la Gem-
mil), take thi~ canvas containing the
steamed slumgnm by the four corners, lift
from the rack in which it was steamed
and place in the strips on bottom of press
box, fold the canvas nicely over slumgum,
then place in th's a heavy plate of tin 14
inches square t: run the wax from the
cheese above off the one below ; then lay
a section of strips on this tin, bring on
your next canvas of slumgum, and so on
until all four are placed when it is covared
with a fairly well fitted follower to con-
fine the stean; steam is then admitted
and the mass put to press. The pressure,
as Mr.

brought on gradually. Have never tried

Hershiser advises, must be

intermittent pressing, only when using
hot water, tut it might help some as
steam penetrazes where hot water won't.

I use heavy springs, but unlike Mr H.
they are used above instead of below ; got
the idea through having used springs in
pressing dairy cheese.

Now, we have tried boiling water in
pressing slumgum, but cannot make a suc-
cess of it, and the steaming arrangement
is not all I would like it to be; but we
have no danger of the melting wax boiling
over on the stove; we have no dirty
bailing of (he melted comb from the
boiler into a strainer; we have no great
body of water to make provision for, the
condensed s‘eam making just about the
necessary amount. We have tried hot
water with a breath of steam, keeping it
bubbling, but the wax got scorched. Our
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wax is strain:d through the canvas it is
melted in, as th» steaming goes on. Both
steam and press incline forward, so that
the wax will flow to the front.

Mr. Hershiser says in his article, page
77, first column, that ‘‘best results are
obtained by cooling the wax in a de‘&p
vessel.”” 1 diffe. with Mr. H. on that
point ; as yet I have found nothing better
for caking wax than what we calling
“shilling crocks” and each cake should
run from four to six pounds. The wax
frees itself of the crocks every time,
which it won’t d> in tin pails, and makes
beautiful solid cakes.

Mr. John Newton, of Thamesford, has
bought wax from me, has also made comb
foundation for me from my own wax,
and I would like him to tell us in the May
C. B. J. how he finds my wax in com-
parison with others

I have rendered both slumgum and old

' comb for Mr. G. A. Deadman, of Brus-

sels, and wonld like him to tell the read-
ers of the C. B J. whether he thinks
we can prodace yellow wax from slum-
gum and old comb or not, and whether he
considers theze is much wax left in the
slumgum after we are through with it.
3y the way it was Mr Deadman who
had the honor of turning on the first
steam on this press four years past in
February.

Mr. Hershiser sixys, page 73: ‘‘Some
say, don’t hdve dirty wax that needs the
use of acids.” 1 am one of those who
say that Mr. H I'll take any old comb
oc any old slumgum and produce fine yel-
low wax that needs no further cleaning ;
merely render ic by the above system.
Of course you know that bees themselves
cannot produce as white wax from dark
honey as from light.

One great annoyance to me, and some-
thing I cannot understand is in rendering
it the second time, that some of the cakes
have a spongy wax on the bottom. I sup-
pose it is wax abused by steaming as in

April, 1910

April, 1910

rendering the second t
to> five pounds on the
that cannot Le conside
of sediment fror: tha
(one melting). Howes
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Poole, April 8th, 191
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