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When the earliest white settlers reach­
ed the shores of America no honey bees 
were found, it not being a native of this 
continent.

Just when, and by whom, the first col­
ony of black or Herman bees were 
brought to America, it is difficult to say. 
Some authorities say about the seven­
teenth century. These black bees were 
formerly kept in America in cylinders of 
bark, with a hoard on top, and in Eng­
land in the old straw skip so typical of 
early English bee-keeping. It was not 
until 1850 that the Rev. Mr. Langstroth, 
of Butler County, Ohio, U.S.A., invented 
the movable-frame hive which has so 
revolutionized apiculture. Previous to 
this date the bees built their combs just 
as their natural instinct prompted them 
—about one inch apart from centre to 
centre, and attaching them to all parts 
of the receptacle in which the bees were 
placed. The next advance was the 
placing of slats in the top of the extem­
porized hive, to which the bees built the r 
comb ; but with the invention of the 
movable frame, in which the bees could 
build their comb and allow of its being 
moved from the hive and examined, came 
the great incentive to study the natural 
history of this wonderful insert, and turn 
its labors to valuable account, bringing 
apiculture up to its present high position 
as a science and commercial importance.

It was not until 1859 that the Italian 
bee was imported to this continent from 
Europe, and which has now entirely su­
perseded the black or Herman bee, which 
by the escaped swarms and natural in­
crease has become the wild bee of Am­
erica. The Italians are far superior to
the black, and when first introduced were 
highly valued, as much as $20 being paid 
for a laying queen ; now quite as good 
ran be bought for $1, but she will be 
raised in America from imported mothers.

You will notice that it is just forty 
years since the introduction of the Italian, 
and the honev harvested at that time
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was small indeed. Now it has grown to 
immense proportions, and I shall quote 
you a few figures from the report of the 
United States Department of Agriculture :

Apiarian societies in United
States ....................................... 110

Apiarian journals ...................... 8
Steam factories for the manu­

facture of hives, etc............... 15
Number of pounds of honey

produced in 1869 .................. 14,702.815
Number of pounds of honey

produced in 1889 ................... 63,894.186
Persons engaged in bee culture 300,000 
Honey and wax value (whole­

sale) .........................................$7,000,000
t lermany—

Number of colonies of bees... 1,910.000 
Number of pounds of honey

produced annually .................14,800.000
Spain—

Number of colonies of bees... 1,090.000
Number of pounds of honey

produced annually .................22,500.000
France—

Number of colonies of bees... 950.000
Number of pounds of honey

produced annually .................20,500.000

Average pet colony
Germany ..................... 7} Itis
Spain ............................ 21 lbs
France ........................ 31J tbs

I will now commence with the inmates | 
of the hive and trace them from the egg 
to matured insects.

A colony of bees is normally composed] 
of a queen, from ten to forty thousand 
workers, and, in the swarming season, 
from a few to many hundred drones : and 
sometimes under abnormal conditions a| 
fourth party is tolerated, known as al 
fertile worker. The queen is the only 
perfectly developed female in the hive.| 
and lays all the eggs which produce tk 
workers or undeveloped females, Ik 
drones or males, and the queens which 
are to supersede her. In this insect w« 
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