them that fear Him, resulting from con-
scious reconciliation to Him through
desus Christ; from trust in the F, atherly
wisdom and love; from the firm persua-
sion that He cares for us constantly and
tenderly, Tt is the work of the Holy
Spirit, one of whose blessed fruits is
T aace.

It is by no means an easy matter to
duc]r oes this little word fully and aceu-
rately. Suppose we say that it is ryth
harmony, balance; we stif leave 1t:ythgl::
est heights unscaled, its deepest depths
unfathomed. Those who possess it can
and will testify that it is real and abid-
ing; that on the line of actual experience
alone can its true meaning be understood
and its value known,

It will, perhaps, bo urged thai when
they who fear the Lord are in trouble,
they are very much like other men—
they ‘are depressed, they are sorrowful,
they mourn. That, no doubt, is true,
for to be genuinely Christianized is not
te cease to be human. The religion of
Jesus Christ is not designed to rab the
heart of itn tenderness and sensitiveness,
Its purpose is not to dry up the foun-
tain of tears. Tt does not teach man that
it is weak and sinful to feel keenly and
weep bitterly.

There is, however, a marked differ-
ence between those who fear the Lord
and those who do not; for whatever the
outward agitation, whatever he storm
or strain, the God-fearing havo in thei
inmost soul a holy calm, just as there is
a perfect calm in the depths of the world’s
great ocean, despite the wild whirl of
fury on the surface,

The air may be full of wild rumors;
the outlook may be discouraging; many
hearts may be the prey of faithless fears
and of dark f i but they who
fear the Lord “shall not be afraid of evil
tidings; their heart is fixed, trusting in
the Lord.” God leads them in the se-
cret of His presence; God keeps them
secretly in the pavilion, and His Peace
reigns in their “hearts, 80 great is the
goodness which he has laid up for them
that fear Him, which He hath wrought
for them that trust in Him,

knowledge of Israel’s history. We
Mﬂnmvuhhl:'fndﬁmof

Well, it is one of God's secrets with-
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outside, pealing with the thunder of
God’s anger and righteous indignation
against wrongs and injuries that Amos
does not feel himself bound up with.
The characteristic of Hosea’s book is
that the burden of Israel's _ailt lies
weighty on his soul; he wails, and
mourns, and laments, and' repents with
that sinful people. He cannot, without
tears in his eyes, contemplate the glori-
ous opportunities that have been flung
away. He almost expresses a sense of
bis vicarious involvement in their guilt,
and carrying of their sorrows, That is
the note which gives its exquisite music
of pathos and beauty to Hosea’s pro-
phecy of the coming downfall of his own
land and of his own people.

“The characteristic idea—i.deed, the
keythought that underlies the whole of
Hosea s prophetic message is a remark-
able one. He pictures the relation be-
tween God and lsrael as a marriage tie.
It is of little use to try to divide the
Book of Hosea into minute paragraphs
and divisions; and to trace a Jine of
thought through it, because if there is
any book in the Bible which is one long
musical burst of emotional life and har-
monious unity £ beginning to end, it
is the Book of Hosea. The man was not
80 much an intellect, he was a great.
overflowing heart. He cannot think ou.
things and reason out things, He sways
like a pendulum from one extreme to
another; now blazing indijnation a rainst
the people’s wickedness and blinness
and madness, and the next moment la-
menting over them like a mother over
her only son.”—The late Rev. Dr. W.
G. Elmslie.

The Truth,

Friend, though thy soul should burn thee,
yet be still,
Thoughts were not meant for strife, nor
tongues for swords,
He that sees clear is gentlest of his words,
And that's not truth that hath the heart to
ki,
The whole world’s thought shall not one
truth fulfill.
Dull in our age, and passionate in youth,
No mind of man hath found the perfect
‘truth,
Nor shalt thou find it; therefore, friend, be
stidl, }

‘Watch and be still, nor hearken to the fool,
The babbler of consistency and rule;
‘Wisest is he, who, never quite secure,
Changes his thoughts for better day by
Jay;
To-morrow some new light will shine, be

sure,
And thou shalt seé thy thought another
way.
~Archibald Lampman,

Let these L .. Jiscouragement, but a
steady, earnest, persistent determination
to work with loving regularity, not con-
sidering results, knowing that all true
development is according to law. Let

attainment be your first object,
all else; and, finally, life’s pro-
ns will disappear.

—

Self=Control.

Nadab and Abihu had everything—
a father’s love, a priest’s compensations,
the favor of God—overything excent
solf-control, and for want of this lost all
tue rest. Whose was the hand that pre-
sented the sparkling glass? Was it held
in the jewelled fingers of some dashing
but delightful maiden, to deny whom re-
quired a moral courage of colossal pro-
portion? No reply. It has been many
times since! Was this wreck tho result
of flowing impulses of an exceptional oc-
casion? Again no reply. Like wrecks
Lave been many times since! Somehow
these noble, young, promising priests
lost the jewel of theix principle in the
Jungle of their passion, and when they
lcst their principle the hollow in their
souls became the vacuum into which
their lives collapsed.

The Company of Chri

It was said of Melik Shah, one of the
noblest of the Seljik emperors, that “to
belong to his household, to hold
bis commands, was mnot merely an
honor and a privilege; it was
also an apprenticeship in principles, In
serving the Sultan one grew like him,
and a standard of conduct was thus set
up, modelled upon the lite of the royal
waster, the pattern and exemplar of the
age. A chief or governor was esteemed
by public opinion in accordance with
the degree in which he conformed to the
Sultan’s example.”

These words could scarcely be im-
proved upon as a statement of the pri-
vileges and duties of Christian disciple-
ship. How truly to belong to Christ is
“not merely an honor and a privilege,”
but “also an apprenticeship in princi-
ples.”” If in serving the famous Sultan
one grew like him, much more is this
true of the follower of Jesus Ohrist.—
The Evangelist.

Judge Not by Appearances.

The truth never lies on the surface; it
is deep and must be sought profoundly
It seems certain at first sight that the
sun goes round the earth, but it does not.
It took centuries to see beneath the ap-
pearance to the fact. Our earth looks
flat, but it is not; it is a globe; and there
are men on the other side with feet turn-
ed towards ours, The stars all look to
be the same distance away, but the dif-
ference of distance ‘s perfectly immense
—immeasurable. It will not do to trust
our first impressions, or the appearances
of things, or our desires or our wishes in

the matter. 'We must find out what the

facts are.—The Amerivan Friend.

“Make religion the every-day business
of your life, and not a thing of fits and
starts,” was the adviee Livi
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