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llfii !. I'roro ''ni • ! award the 
• train • >.»».-* 1.1 • ■ an increasing

First Annual Convention

Rapid Ornwth of t.he Movement

' i li<‘ fitri'i* w.-re in earnest uliout

l.'i i' f i in 1 i ale the spirit of the gram 
,t mer» wa* u local net inn taken agam-t

' IT. MIT. won it After Hint the

office until IBIS, when the honor -f 
presi li i.ev was e.inferred upon .1. A 
Maharg, of Moose .law. Mr. Mah.ii-z 
1 i. aN" taken on parliamentary honor».

i. r the oiiatituenev of Maple Creek. 

Organization In Alberta 
Meanwhile, farther west in Albert i,

•i.er '« A.»."T ili"ii mis Inin.' lied ns the

The Bemtsrir* of th* Three Provincial Farmors' Oigeniietlone 
H Higainb'ithara. Heeietaiv UFA 1 B Miiisrlman. Secretary Seek GO* and 

W R Wood. Secretary Man 0 0 4.

Ai t lies ante the Canada drain Aet a 
few veiirs ago i sp, eml grain .omniis

iimis i f pioneers .f ilie grnin grower»’ 

s' il1.' h hMiment *■ i their cause. From 

struggle fur eiptal rights with other

I .r'lier., Tl . v hill •• fought the trail' 
porta* inn mpanies and the finniieial 
iii 1 iiiniiifiietiiriii1.' institutions of the 

■ ■ miry ii nl have flourished and grown 
strong on sin h stern diet. The grain 
growers of the we«l have banded them 
-• ies together and developed n 'dan 
• i .in iv! .Ii would hate done justice to 
Hi it of the old eonvenanters of s ut 
Ini, I nl ' o-t two centuries ago. Tli. ir

i irs mi' l it of the first Fren.-h re

!'■ it. - • i Hit tlie grain growers f 
the IV. -'. it » i ost important to note. 

!.. let been pot ti.'ll lgltl|ler« H< 1 !!■
• i •1 .• eiiM m ; Mi oi oinnv other far

t "et - !o h ii i * lie enrth The fin n 
11rowers’ Movement, wb. h otherw«e

11 -t m,. b'en bn ! last e*1 iiv the est ib

u. i 1 words of the whole moi e'iient are 
• ■ i ir„Ti!ii/,if ion Education Co-opera-

After its lirth in Saskatchewan the 
Hrain Hr'.wars' idea spread very rapid 
Iv In April, 1902, Mr Motherwell, at 
•l, ot .1 \V. Mi iillmn, of X inlen,
at' Min Mtinitniiii ni. I assisted in the 
orgi i a1 on of the I rat Hrain («rowers' 

A «..h Mt, n in Manitoba The first pres 
I. Mt of ttie Manitoba ns*o< iation was 

Mr. Ki albon, nli" is still Hie grand old 
man • f the movement in that province,

ut to occupy Ii is present position of 
unrarv pr. -.nient. I» W. M' t'uaig, of 

Portage In Baririe, was the seeond presi 
dent in Manitoba, while If <’. Menders, 
of <"nlross was the third. Mr. Menders

being ele ted to the Dominion House of 
Hon minis as the member for Macdonald. 
It should also be recorder! that Mr 
Alntherwell remained as preaidon* of 
the Territorial Association until it 
■ i -Iveil into the Saskatchewan Crain 
i rower- Association K X. Mopkitu, 
of Moose .law, was the next, president, 
and lie was followed in 190» by F. M. 
Hates, of Fillmore, who remained In

H rowers' Movement. At that time, 
there was also in existence in Alberta, 
the Canadian Society of Equity, which 
had been imported to Canada from the 
l oiled Slates I i Nebraska farmers 
who had come ucrose the line to settle 
in the fur AVest. Their headquarter* 
were at Edmonton, with It. <’. Owens 
a* president and .1. A. Thinner as sec re 
Inn Attempts were made in 11*0*1 and 
1907 to nnnlgiimiite the Canadian 
Society of Kqnitv with the Alberta
Farmers’ Ass.....at ion, but both at
tempts rpsulted in fin I lire. The bone 
of contention between these two bodies

of opinion with regard to the name 
“Equity,” wa* finally overcome in 
IArrangement» were made in Rep 
temher of that venr for the formation 
i f li e United Farmers of Alberta winch
• Ikpiitv '• rhe'reason f"r th.- ob.jec- 

ti■ m . f those hi the Alberta Farmer's 
A'- - iaiion t" embodying the word 
“Equity” mto the actual name of the
r ,'ilcr"ab‘.- l‘ Veliir.i of the Society of 

Equity, m certain • nmmerci'il ventures 
.i:.ich it had undertaken. It was felt

with the "Id administration of the 
Soi V ,f Equity would prejudice n 
new I nited Farmers Association in the 
a "i I of the country, and so. finally, a 
satisfactory compromise was made when 
the amalgamation was crow i I with

beria.’1 having for its raott" the word

o I' "II was formed in 19ml with |). 
A\ Warner, nf Edmonton, as first pro*i- 
dent, and Rice Sheppard as secretary. 
Joel a Fletcher was the next president, 
nud W F. Rtevens was the second sec­
retary Mr. Htrvens resigned in Iflllfi, 
however, to become livestock commis­
sioner for the province of Alberta, and 
he was succeeded in the secretaryship 
by E. .1 Freani, who was first secretary 
to the I'nited Partners of Alberta afler
* lu> BliiHlgaination of the Hoe i et y of 
Equity in I!•'•!•. The first president of 
the United Farmers of Albertn wns 
.lames Bower, of Red Peer. XV .1. 
Tregilus, of I'algnry, sueeeedcd Mr. 
Bower in MUI. and when he died in 
November 111 14. .lames Hpeakman. of 
Penholil, was appointed. Me reniai noil 
in offlee until his death in 1913. The 
present president, II. W. Wood, of far 
stairs, wns railed to this offlee at the

Total Membership of 70,000 

So mui h for the personal history of 
the associations in the three provinces. 
These grain growers' associations, dur 
ing the years since Mr. Motherwell 
started the movement in I tidinu Mead, 
have grown until at present they have 
a combined membership of nearly 70,

000. Saskatchewan, as befits the most 
largely populated province and also the 
outstanding grain grow ng area of the 
I loin i n ion, I eu il» with u membership of 
upwards of 30,000. Their conventions 
arc the real parliaments of the middle 
western province*. Resolution* and 
rccrnimcndations of all sorts and dis 
positions, are debated and derided 
upon l/uesi ions of far-reaching hi 
tluenre, socially, morally and evunom 
rally, have bad their beginning, so far 
as AA'i'stern (’niinda is concerned. in 
tlie Hrain iirowers' Conventions. I.ong 
lief' re ex-Premier Scott of Knskntchc 
wnil launched prohibition as a policy, 
mol Hi us gave impetus to the wave of 
temperain'e which lias aince swept in or 
H whole Dominion. reform in this
........ tom bad been advocated and unani
mou-1v upheld in the Hrain Brower*' 
......»,-utii'ii* of the whole three prov­
inces. Re< "H- of these a*siM'iati"n* 
show Hint beside* recommending the 
estiildishuieiit of ......iperntive elevators,

operative banks, eo operative dairies 
.* ■ i h tiling societies, free trade, single

' i 'lain i.rowers, in convention, have 
eh i-ed and urged woman suffrage many 
years befure that measure was genera II v 
favored and weie a Ho the first sponsors

bit i -il an I proportional representation. 
In the federal field, ton, as the repre 
sen tat ion from the AVr.t ha* increased, 
the i nil lienee of the grain grower* lia» 
made itself felt with greater force 
every year. They have been the diree 
tors of public opinion in the AA'eetern 
eountry. They have shown an inde­
pendence in public thinking which has 
di m- niiich I i mould the thought of the 
whole Dominion during I he past two 
» ears. Issue* rather Hum per "nnlities 
have been their guiding impulse. Fur 
t'iiTinnre, through their organi/rations. 
the Hrain < I rowers have been enabled 
to think about and diet'us*, questions 
of the day, and when called upon to 
take some attitude towards them, were 
able to consider tl em with mature judg­
ment. It is safe lu say Hint with Hie 
future problem* facing the Dominion of 
Canada, the organized body of publie 
opinion in the AA"est as represented by 
the drain Growers wi'l become an 
increasingly important factor in deter­
mining all national affairs.

The Commercial Companies
I’ower has been given to the drain 

if rowers through the successful organ 
i/ntion of their commercial institutions, 
who h have given thciii the authorita 
ti»o voice of business men and not 
merely the Inlld complaints of the agi 
tutor. The first commercial venture was 
made in iPlifl, when the Hrain Grower* ' 
drain Co. was incorporated largely as 
tin- n suit "f leadership given by E. A 
Cartridge, if Hintalutn The idea of 
i t' i.ning and developing their own 
groin company • nine finally with the 
desire of the Grain Growers to realize 
ill the profits that were involved in the 
business of handling their product» 
through tie Grain Exchange. This idea 
grew, and in 1911 the Grain Growers 
of Saskatchewan favored the establish­
ment of a oonjierative elevator com 
pan» with headquarters at Regina. Then 
in 191 I, the Alberta Co-operative Ele­
vator Company was formed following 
the demands of the V ni ted Earmer* of 
Alberta. The growth of these various 
institutions, including schemes of co­
operative dairying, co operative hail 
insurance and cooperative buying in 
many departments, l.ns been coincident 
with Hip expansion of I In- t.rain Grow­
ers' Associations which are, so to 
speak, the parent institution of the

The story nf the commercial enter 
prise* of the Grain Growers is told else 
where in this number and constitutes 
one of the most romantic phases in the 
experience of organized agriculture 
anywhere in the world.


