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each fonning just a siwndee") most abundant in the

iiiost ancient languages ; and, secondly, we should

exi)ect to find spondees forming the basis of the most

ancient rhythms. These expectations are in both

cases confirmed.

Of the Greek hexameter, the intentional basis is

spondaic. Tho dactyls are the niridtinn of the theme.

It will be observed that there is no absolute cortuinty

about th'ir pcints of interposition. Tho i»enultimate

foot, it is true, is usually u dactyl ; but not uniformly

so ; while 'Mate, on which tho e.ir Iukjcis, is

always a > Jven that tlu* pentdliniate is usually

a dactyl . learlv referred to the neeessity of

wauling u^ tii th dislinctivc spondee. In cor-

roboration of this idea, again, we should look t«) find

the penultimate spondee most usual in thu m- Nt

ancient verse ; and, accordingly, we iind it more

frequent in the Greek than in the fiutin hexameter.

But besides all this, spondees are not only more

prevalent in the heroic hexameter than dactyls, but

occur to such an extent as is even unple.isant to

modern ears, on account of monotony. What the

modern chiefly appreciates and admires in the Greek

hexameter, is the mclodi/ of the ahtindnnt cowcl sountls.

The Latin hexameters retdli/ please very few moderns

—

althougli so many pretend to fall into ecstasies about

them. In the hexameters (pioted, several pages ago,

from Silius Italicus. the preponderance of the spondee

is strikingly manifest. Besides the natural spondees

of the Greek and Latin, numerous artificial ones arise

in the verse of these tongues on account of the ten-

dency which inflection ^las to throw full accentuation

on terminal sylhddes ; and the preponderant of the

spondee is farther insured by the comp.irative infre-

•iuoncy of the small prepositions which ir<: have to


