
THE MUSHBAOOT AQREEMKNT OF ISI7.

It lajn, "The right of pr*a«rviu|{ our naval foreet on the Ukei to

Nny exttnt we pl«M« ii • tiiio qua bob by our instructiona. Suppoae tha

britiah proposed mutnal reatrtotion in that n'Hpect either partial or total,

ihoald we still adhertj to thi lina qua bob?" No reply to this note han

been found, but about t! same tiuiv (]ouvirtu'nr Morris, a prominent

American, who had been aeairous for peace and lu* 'tpsirous fur Tanada,

also aufgested ar idea for disarmament but solelv ou iht; ground uf < «H)it-

omy. Writing to a friend, he said. " It would be wise to stipulate that

neither pariy should have shipa of war on the lakes nor forts on their

shores, both being an idle ana useless expense."

Thia diseosaioD aeema to have been the genesis of the Rush-Bagut

Agraament. The Treaty of Ohent was ratified by the Unitod Statea on

Fabmary 17th, 1815, and ten days later the President was authorised

"to oauM all armed vesaela of the United Statea on the Lakea to be sold

or laid up, esc ot aueh as he may deem necessary to enforce proper ezecu-

tion of revenue lawa, aueh vessels to be first divested of their armament,

taekia and furniture, which are to be carefully preaerved."

There does not s^em to have been any marked activity to put this

authorisation into operation. At this time extremely bitter feelings still

prevailed along the lake shores and there were numerous events which ro-

Jiuired careful diplomatic handling between the tv" ''ovcrpmentH. It was

elt, however, that either both couatries would have to increase their naval

armament or to agree to mutual disarmament. On November 16th, 1815,

Secretary Muoroe wrote to John Q. Adams, who wus at tb-'s time Mia-

iater of the United Statea to Great Britain

:

"It is evident, if each party augments its force there, with a view

to obtain the aaeendency over tb-^ other, that vast expense will be incurred

and the danger of collision augmerced in like decree. The Preaident ia

aincerely deurous to prevent an evil which it is presumed is equally to

be deprecated by both governments. He, therefore, authorizea you to

propose to the British Government such an arrangement respecting the

naval force to be kept on the lakes bv both governments aa will demon-

atrate their pacific policy and aecure their peace. He is willing to confine

it, on each aide, to a certain moderate number of armed vesFdIs, and the

smaller the number the more agreeable to him ; or to abstain altogether

from an armed force beyond that used for revenue. You will bring this

subject under the consideration of the British Government immediately

after receipt of this letter."

These instn lons resulted in an interview between Mr. Adams and

Lord Castlereagh on Jan. 25th, 1816. Mr. Adama' proposal waa well

received by the British Minister, who said that everything beyond what
was necessary to prevent smuggling was calculated only to produce

miachief; but he was cautious and required time to ascertain wheth*'.*

any ulterior motive lay beyond the proposition. He proposed to submit

the matter to his government for consideration, and the interview closed

without any indication of the British attitude being given. The debatoa

ia Parliament gave little evidence that the proposal would be considered.


