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ancel^ the'counTrWhr^^^'"
"*'"' '° ^f?* ^'°"'^ ^ «f '^"^^ '"^'"^"^^ import-ance to the country that every rumour of the existence of carbonaceous deoosit,has been received with the deepest interest. Several efforts have b^nSto test some of the more promising areas by borings, which have how^ve^led

nrov^i?^'^'^ "^'"'V
^"^ '* °^"^' ^ regretfully stated that no c'oal d^posiis ofproved economic value are at present known to exist in Egypt. LiSes and

Zf r^T.^'"'^'^^^'^^ T °°*' ^ov^^^^v, entirely absenf andS natureand distribu ion may perhaps deserve mention in a volume devoted to th^general distribution of coal deposits.
uevotea to the

PLANT DEPOSITS OF OLIGOCENE AND EOCENE AGE

rui7^^ ^'tT"rj''(r 'f
^'"""^ °^ silicified trees in the Petrified Forest east ofCairo probably led Mohamed AH to seek for coal in that direction and a hnrm

I

was made at Bir el Fahm (Well of the Coal) unL FigS[ Be^s' d^^^^^^^which unfortunately, no records have been retained.
^ direction, of

el Onnm mt'°"f*fT'* ""^ C^XTO,m the scarped hills to the north of Birket

t !{. n ^*''f
1'^^* ^^¥ ofcupymg the deepest part of the Fayum depress on)s the Qasr el Saga series of the Middle Eocene According to Mr Beadien*hese beds were deposited in fairly shallow water, as witnefsed by thd? Hthoogical character and by the number of land animds' remains as wel as by th;frequency of shore-frequenting whales, dugongs. crocodiles and turtles "Thedays, morem-er, are ound to abound with impressions of plants, and in sJme

Sudb^o^'f'f
•*'"'*''• being made up of compressed masses ^fvegetat^Tmcluding solid twigs, now found in a state more resembling charcoal than ordinary dense lignites; some bands approximate to an impuHrown coal In

thev'w.^'"'^
""^ '^' ™' ^^'•*^^'" *« '^^ ^'^^*' ^^••y '^^ seaL of tme coal occurthey were, however, never seen to exceed one or two millimetres."

PLANT DEPOSITS IN THE NUBIAN SANDSTONE

c««^T''^
most infercsting occurrences are those associated with the Nubiansandstone m Upper Egypt and the Oases. Surface evidence of the presem^ of

•H. J. L. Beaduell, " Topography and Geology of the Fayum Province of E(5v-pt." p. 53.
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