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Canadian Makes Great Discovery
Exhaustive Study of Solar System

Dr. Plaskett Finds Every
Body Is Rotating

Star and Other Heavenly
Around a Centre

Inconceivably Distant.

VICTORIA, B.C.~Dr, 1. 8. Plaskett,
director of the astrophysical observa-
tory near Victoria, one of the world's
most eminent astronomers, has added
to the reputation of Canadian science
and to his own fame by an astound-
ing discovery cancening the move-
ment of the world, the sun and all
the heavenly bodies visible to man-
kind. For this achievement the Royal
Astronomical Soclety has awacded to
him its coveted gold medal, which

| never befare has come to Canada,

. Plaskett's newest discovery has

the vision of the most

scope and every other

llons of miles beyond them, is rctating
about a centre inconceivably distant
from this earth. ok,

The motions of the speck of matter
known as our world ‘thus are ov-
ered o be far more complicated than

usually been sup although
theory now proven by D:l Pa‘tt::t
been suggested as possible A
_it is explained, the ro-
on its own axisin a which

ves us night and day. motion

t the rate of 28,000 miles in *wenty-
four hours. The world goes around
the sun once a year, providing the ‘l
change in seasons, this tour being con- |
ducted at the rate of 18% miles a sec- |
ond. Thirdly, the earth moves with |
the sun in enother circle, this being in-

| dependent apparently of the great uni-

versal movement which Dr. Piaskett |
has been iuvestigating, Fourthly, a.sl
he explains, the earth, the sun, the
moon and every tiny point of light
visible to astronomers is travelling in
a circle of almost unimaginable diame-
fer. Its centre appears to be in the |

| direction of the constellation Sagittar-

|
1

jus, and is so distant that light from
there would take 47,000 years to reach
the earth.
At Great Speed.
Travelling at inconceivable speed
through space, all the heavenly bodies |
within men's ken are going over dis-

tances which it is difficult for the
human mind to compreherft. Dy,
Plaskett estimates that it requires
300,000 yeacs for the visible universe to
complete its great journey around its
t centre. The movement is at
rate of about 300 kilometres a sec-
ond, or some 200 miles. This 12 more
&n 2000 times as fast as airplanes
velled in the Schneider Cup races
recently when they broke all records
for human travel.

Dr. Plaskett's revolutiol discov-
ery was made as a result of his con-
stant efforts to check over the past
work of astronomy, with the aid of

his huge telescope, one of the largest

in the world, Actually, it was

posed “errors’ in photographs of

stars rvp the clue to the theory

which he has since established, These

“errors” were puzzling phenomena in

spectroscopic recards of starlight.
The “K Component.”

For twenty f"" astronomers, in-
cluding Dr. Plaskett, have regarded
these phenomena as due to tely
small errors in their instruments and
more latterly it was thought they
might have something to do with Pro-
fessor Albert Einsiein's discoveries
conccening the movement of  light.
They were known to scientists as the
“K component,”

Dr, Plaskett, with patient labor, in-
vestigated this and finally salisfied
himself that it was not due to me-
chanical errors but recorded a move-
ment on the part of the stars, His
exhaustive cbservations have proved
that this movement does occur and
that it embraces all recorded and
known space and incalculable miles
of space beyond men's vision,




