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A Fire of Destiny . . .

By W. J. FULTON

nety-elght years ago this 26th
of April, in the year 1849, occurred
one of the significant events of
Canadian history. It was the
burning of the Parliament build-
ing of the Province of Canada at
Montreal. This spectacular fire
was deliberately started by an
organized mob, largely of the
English speaking population, urg-
ed on by a group of partisan hot-
heads in protest against the sign-
ing by the Governor-General, the
Earl of Elgin, of the Rebellion
Losses Bill, What led up to this
extreme political outrage and
what followed from it appears
worth recalling,

The rebellion of 1837 and Lord
Durham's report to the British
Government on its significance
brought about the passage of the
Act of Union of 1840 uniting Up-
per Canada and Lower Canada
into one political unit, the Prov-
ince of Canada. British opinion
on this act was not unanimous.
The old but still politically power-

of Wellington was

e new Province of Can-

came into being In 1841, and

its first Parliament was held at

Kingston on June 14 of that year

Ki ton's position as capital was

ef, Montreal being selectad in

{ 1843, and =a Parliament House
I provided in 1844,

_

he World . . .

A DRIP-PROOF TAP
UK. Information Office
A drip-proof tap, the washer of
be ghanged without
ne water off at the main,
jeared in Br i
Consisting of only six parts, it is
ised on a hew principle result-
m wartime advances in hy-
pment In aireraft

rmal one. Sealing

by water pressure.
ing turned on and off 1,000,000
! leboratery tests & the
of 40 years of house-
the tap was as good sas

nev
-3 °

MORE SCOTCH-—-PERHAPS
London Dally Mail

ear may reach half the nor-
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the war, an aversge of
300,000 tons of grain a vear was
used in whiskey making.

This was a plain but imposing
building, erected on Youville
Square off McGill Street, built of
limestone, two storeys in height,
and 352 feet long by 50 feet wide.
It was well equipped according to
the standards of the day, ard in-
cluded a gas lighting system,

Parliament met here in 1844 af-
ter an election in which, to quote
an historian of the times, “blood-
shed and rioting was a common
occurrence and the most unblush-
ing bribery was practised.” Among
the new members elected, al-
though in no way responsible for
party misdeeds, was Mr. John A.
Macdonald of Kingston. To Mon-
treal in 1847 came a new gover-
nor-general, the Earl of Elgin and
Kincardine, resoived to promote &
greater harmony with the people
and to pursue a constitutional
course with his ministers,

The parliament that met in 1849
during its sesslon, passed the Re-
bellion Losses Bill, to indemnify
for damages to those sufferers
who had nc: participated in the
1837 rebellion in Lower C ia.
To this measure bro by
the Baldwin-Laiontaine Rgaform
government, the opposition had
directed a violent agitation both
in and out of Parliament.

The bill was duly passed and
the Governor-General came down
to the Parllament bullding on
April 26 and gave it the royal
assent. The news or this action
brought about the riots, that saw
insults to Lord Elgin, attacks on
the houses of ministers and final-
ly the invasion and the setting on
fire of the Parliament building.

The destruction was complete,
and was greatly aided by the rip-
ping out of the gas pipes and set-
ting the gas alight. The property
loss was heavy, and more import-
ant, the loss of records covering
the many detalls that future his-
torians would have valued so
highly, was irreparable, To Mon-
treal it meant the irrevocable
punishment for the mad and un-
pardonable outrage committed by
s0o many of its English speaking
residents, of the permanent loss
of the capital

It was now resoived to mdke the
cities of Toronto and Quebec al-
ternately the capitals of Canada,
and in the next [fifteen years
Toronto was the capital ia 1850
and 1851, and 1856 to 1859, and
Quebec for the other years, The
expense and inconvenience of this
arrangement soon became intol-
erable, with the result that in
1857 Queen Victoria was asked to
select a permanent capital for the
province. Bytown, renamed Ot-
tawa, was the seiection.

It was not at the time a popu-
lar one. Goldwin Smith dubbed
it “the lumber village nearest the
North Pole.” However, the selec-
tion was accepted, and in 1850 a
vote of $800,000 for the erection
of new Parllament bulldings was
enacted, the coraerstone being
Inid in 1881 by the Prince of
Wales, afterwards Edward VIIL
The building was completed in
time for the last session of

{ liament of the Province of Can-
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ada to be opened on June 8, 1866,
This tragic episode of Mon-

treal has been termed a fire o f

destiny. Looking back over the
century since then it appears
evident that had if not occurred
in the circumstances that pro-
voked it, Montreal would have re-
mained the capital of Canada
Confederation would have still
taken pilace, as the forces ti
prompted it would not be affe
ed. Canadian history would refer
to the Montreal Conference of
1867, rather than that of Quebec.
That historic meeting was held
there due to the fact that Quebe
was then the seat of government
and the Province of Canada was
host to it. Ottawa woul
city of moderate population
terested principally in lumber and
mining.

The destiny of a nation, as with
man, is often shaped by a minor
event.

Who Killed
John Dick?

Hamilton Spectatol

Hamilton's eitizens as those long
weeks of the Dick trial went on.

But if there was dissatisfaction
then, the climax, or anti-climax
of the final judgments h
ed a much more serious se
futility of law and law enfc
ment. Even some ridicule

At a time when know
we can ill afford attitude.

What does it come down to In
the end as this trial
books—that Is in the eyes of the
average individual in this eity?
What does he feel—even if fur-
ther hearing on evidence aspects
are in the offing?

He is not concerned with
tricacies or technicalit of la
as such; not much interested

Justice is
The

As far as the public knows the
miirderer has not been punished
may t have even been brought
to justice.

In the last hours of the trial
Donald MacLean was seate
to f years for being an ac
sory after the fact—in
a guilty person to escape

Only it has never been
stated or even
court, just who

v decide

tenced to
judgment
the murderer of John Dick es-
cape
e great
ywered
John Dick?
After a year of costly and con-
fusing ¢ p |
no answer to this question
As far as the community {s con-
cerned the killer is still at large
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