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Th
o :. y“::nttl?e fizlhlﬁi? r;n to within that only a fraction of the women of the
o et sy . he}'e was.in country have had a voice in government
 “ag g by ;:h!hory administration  though all have since been admitted to the
s e ool ’which l‘vms .doomed, and franchise; that hundreds of thousands of
o v Mot n;w;| i11:. I suppose citizens were disfranchised in 1917; and
. s simihrls; L tedan'l s colleagues, that practically all young men beéw
oo i ol ah will regard this as the ages of 21 and 31 have ne had
e Piveonn eyi b;p ould follow and will opportunity of recording theirvertget it
g Wy bﬁ‘t”:ne btot }:gld out, not to respect to matters of vital vodosmv"ttih
t}mt is at all possible:. T‘ixe Tii::ereyntll:s%a:'t- z::ecernt,' g v s Ry s electorat:.s oﬁ
lfl:rm:l:l:;:h;: ::ses:]r:; l:;rliament, has 'lasted thisn;-"pml-?iinf::tt,h ;l;ug: gzoi?;irz};le lge 4
riseng vyt 1;%.; l:nonths; it has If we are to have regard for tl:‘e 8 i.r]i]t'
N e some of tl_le of the constitution, rather than the lgte
one? Aun v Lok i n(;v:hassembled in it is perfectly clear that it is ‘the r(; htr :
o e 1 R vk fof- & at was dis- of the people, with respect to im orf :
:!eveln months; the Parliaml:net yteha:ts ':vzg rfn::‘i:gna} iz:isug:, ulpigioction dete:’min'il:g
- r in i
3 e::'v:gdir;e !119201111:1:13 lasted for only two which ; P:illi;rxlferg‘ 4 :ﬁgg:g ogi:-h:liﬁs::;
ot ! 3 upon which a ministr
i ;‘e‘l‘;;;i :gordlground for some in- to power, and new issyu:;azl l:)e:n ;e.turned
s. In the first place, it people have a right to be gonstﬁt:lh :!!1);
tl

will be observed that this very Parliament to make their will known. Clearly, the
% , the

has alread 3
the Parliu:e:tadw?. i‘l:tl)lngguexl;_tence than spirit of the constitution demands at th
July 29, 1911. The lat issolved on - present time, both as respects th s
Wiltrid Laurior had ; e Right Hon. Sir upon which the Govemmerl:tco; 19«;7issue
Shibe the: Gianittaition ‘;:a::e ll%igallx rights returned to power, and which has eewas
friend. He had a much mo y Right Hon. to be an issue, and the domestic hl"se
lowing in Parliament. His r:p%mei:?:nf‘:’l; Wh;ch have arisen in this post-wagr;er??ds
the i : S and which !
vy ::;:;t o(;fp?ﬁifaxtish constitution and consideratiorll,::‘e :thﬁ:i:w and fa‘;.-reachins
the electorate were hu v and obligation to ution, that the presentgP n;gme i
and keener than t'hoowevfef. a'lit,tle highet not exhaust the period ofa l;.lament.should
S He recogniz:; :hemy' right hon. legal limit permits, but th];:‘et:hlch the
s i s g thoseng;ts of the should be entitled without furthe people
Government under the constita tprded his  to an expression of their will at tehr hoer i
belzleved that Government sho:l(‘ior;e c:? b'lrhi‘ e by o R AL S }?og:‘lll:.
ried on only wi - able friend will be f £
e o ydi:;l;:lv :;lepz(:‘rllis:;in‘::f t;tohea g:v& supreme; that so lon?its tlf:: r(l;l:\?;i:;;er::
t ; ) § rd is in iti §
p: stsli‘:gpz(;)‘:;l: Zh;l:e ::ni:x:utio;alh right of the H::’ups:sﬁoréot;nc‘zr:;n (:: % ?;ajomty 1y
k e which was an : i , 1t is all-powerful
issue other th : and that its right it
1908, an that of the elections of late cannot be cgurtiil!::idinp(;:;rs t(;;'le%ls-
) : ar
It .w,n b Muthir histved kit th Here, again, may I say that npo i r:cu a.‘]'i
at ‘of iy  pPredecsssor alr, b where Parliament is duly consti
iy ) i tuted. But
withis Tesa thas ¢ eady comes once more, it is to t! o
kg the the 8}';mihtre§fm<lr;:rs of exhau.st- constitution, notS tootltc:elet:gmtf ey
Parlinniiti ihthe. tha "8 “c(;nsecutwe that, in existing circumstanf of the law,
term permitted by th ull length of 1look for a fair and just i s S
Gt diready. It ?s w?thc'onStltutmm also the rights and dutieg sf i)ntel:pretatxon of
y}:ar S thse monthsl oént}zzsz ur:x};?:n 0:; The theory of the s:pre;:lcl;ntl)efni;arl'
the $o o ; ment, as it i ; 1a-
e prceing hnee Palaments of e based Spon ch sumtion bt Pasin
Whén it is recalled that si ment represents the will or;' :hat Parlia-
people of this country have s}::flentg(l)}ljpthe ea(pressed through reprosentateiorP;eop:;'5 ats
tunity to pass upon distinctl or- e under a  franchi n  effect-
; : y Canadian nchise which  pre-
Sadat. sl Ot i i Sitereal serves the people in their f o
fonght ‘for- thelr ‘count val men who of control over Parli i~ o
3 ry overseas ha i . arliament. Will
be ve right hon. e my
th(e::e ?:s"‘;:g d?llculzl;le‘dﬂ:fe of even hearing cag;l beon <ai{dnenodf m&mtam that such
5 a general election Present.atio;n i : e existing re-
’ in this House of Co
mmons?

. their control over Parliament, were in no

- s
D 5037
L L

13

h)

No one knows quite so well as my right from tihousands of electors whose approval
hon. friend that the franchise under which of the extension was taken for granted on
the representation of the present Parlia- grounds of patriotism at the time it was
ment was effected was anything but of that made, the political rights of citizens which
as a matter of fact, it was a they then enjoyed; and give to other thou-
sands of women, specially favoured, po-
and administered as to constitute the worst litical rights not previously enjoyed and
petrayal of the rights of the people which withheld from all other loyal and devoted
this country has ever known, Except that ~women in the country.
the nation was at war at the time, it would When the Franchise Act as it existed at
lerated even by those who the time the extension of Parliament took
were ready to profit by its unjust pro- place, was changed, the representative
visions, and their still more unjust manipu- character of Parliament was doomed from
lation at home and across the seas. the very outset, and the Parliament which

What was the ground upon which the was returned under the different election
late Sir Wilfrid, then leader of the Opposi- Acts, Acts framed for war purposes, cannot
tion, and the Liberals in Parliament con- be said to reprgsent the w_ill of the _people at
sented to an extension of the term of Par- the present time. 1 think my rl.ght hon.
liament for one year in 191627 It was that frlgnd must admit that the franchise under
the rights of the people in the matter of which this Parliament was returned was

a franchise framed only for war purposes.
The two Acts under which this particular
Parliament has come into being are the
War-time Elections Act and the Military
Voters' Act. Under the War-time Elec-
tions Act, rights were, as 1 have said,
taken away from large numbers of people
of this country; they were disfranchised;
they lost their control of Parliament. Since
that time they have been taxed without
any representation in Parliament one way
or the other, so that there has been a direct
violation of the spirit of the constitution
in that regard. I will not enlarge upon
s time the different iniquities of that measure, but
LZ;L}"L’f?‘%'p3:5333“1:“&?’2?“1‘&Jﬂ’mk‘.‘ ®1tit amongst the Government’s own supporters
were proposed to gake awhy altogether With  of the day it would never have passed ex-
that principle Which ’zufé"l;;%?i I nen at. cept for the fact that we were in the midst
stitution, eer ng. But no such thing of a war at that time and the War-time
poses that  Elections Act was excused as a war meas-
A twel7s ' ure for war purposes only. How can my
right hon. friend contend that a Parlia-
ment returned under a measure such as
that can be of a representative character

at the present time?

The Military Voters’ Act was a measure
passed by this Parliament for the purpose,
not of defeating the will of the electorate,
but of giving expression to it. My right
hon. friend knows, perhaps more than any-
one else in this House, that that Act was
used to effect the representation in this
particular Parliament. 1 shall spare the
House a recital of that disgraceful chapter
in our national history, whereby advantage
was taken of the Military Voters’ Act to

: in the matter of their political
W ecially framed to preserve them n "
?‘f‘ :h‘eair :ipght of control over Parliament; rights, thousands of the young men of this
that in its stead an Act would be placed ~country who were serving their country
on our statutes which would take away and the cause of freedom overseas, and

nature; that, . s
franchise so framed and brought into being

particular being abri . Sir wilfrid
made it very clear and distinct that he
would not consent to an extension—and the
Prime Minister had already said that he
would not attempt to get an extension un-
less Sir Wilfrid Laurier agreed to it—if
the people were being robbed of their con-
trol over Parliament one way or the other.

Here are the late Sir Wilfrid's words as

expressed at that time:

1 would observe, first of all, that it is not

proposed here to alter the principle of the con-
stitution. It is mot proposed to override the

control which the people have over Parliament.

months, at the expiration of which
resume its full force.

Well, how were the rights of the peo;_)le
in.the matter of their control over Parlia-
ment secured at that time? One instru-
ment was the then existing franchise, em-
bodied in the Dominion Elections Act, 1898,
under which the Government of the day, as

posite po-
litical faith, had been returned to power.

Is it conceiv

and those who surrounded him at the time,

would have agreed to the extepsion had
they pelieved that during the period of that

extension the people would have been rob-

bed in so large measure of the provisions
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