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HUAC investigates communist 
sympathizers in Hollywood
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Guilty by Suspicion 
directed by Martin Scorsese 
Warner Bros.

Guilty by Suspicion is based on a 
dark period in Hollywood history.

During the early 50s. the House 
Unamcrican Activities Committee 
(HUAC) was in full swing, investi
gating suspected Communist invol
vement among people in the motion 
picture industry. Many individuals 
were coerced into testifying as wit
nesses against their colleagues, w ho 
may or not have been directly asso
ciated with subversive Communist 
intentions. Those neglecting to tes
tify were placed on the “Hollywood 
Blacklist” which scarred their pro
fessional reputations.

Film director. David Merill 
(Robert De Niro), faces a disturbing 
dilemma. If he testifies, future 
opportunities, initiated by giant stu
dio moguls, w ill allow him to further 
his career, but unfortunately, many 
of his co-workers may fall victim to 
the committee’s punishment (i.e. pri
son terms, and loss of the right to 
earn a living . . . ). On the other 
hand, if he refuses to testify, the FBI 
will continue to pursue him until 
their needs are met.

Torn between his obsession for his 
trade and his obligation to those 
close to him, he wrestles with his 
conscience, then decides not to 
comply with the committee’s 
demands.

As Merill becomes increasingly 
belligerent, lie's shocked to find that 
those he once depended on now 
reject him in an effort to protect their 
own reputations. If seen with him, 
they could be labelled as suspected 
Communists.

At this time, Merill receives his 
sole source of strength from his fam
ily, whom he had previously neg
lected. His ex-wife Ruth (The Grif-

ters' Annette Bening) provided the 
emotional stability he needs, while 
his 10-year-old son gives him the 
chance to become a better father fig
ure. These touching family scenes 
are natural and refreshing, contrast
ing the lilrn’s taut dramatic elements.

Another complimentary subplot 
involves Merill’s relationship with 
his close friend, screenw riter Bunnv 
Baxter.

Played by George Wendt, Bunny 
displays great down to earth 
honesty.

Wendt, who is best known as beer- 
guzzling Norm Peterson on TV’s 
Cheers, expands his potential as a 
man desperate to save his own skin 
when the committee closes in on 
him.
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When it comes to taking a vacation 
from school, Ryder offers some 
unique travel incentives.

We can help with everything from 
wardrobe cartons to packing tape, 
plus 10% discount on local and 
one-way moves upon presentation 
of your student card.

Our late-model trucks are easy to 
drive, and there's plenty of room to 
share with friends.

For starters, call Ryder now for 
our free 28-page movers guide.

You'll be amazed how much hassle 
it cuts through.

Patricia Wcttig (TV's Thirtysome- 
thiny) adds an unexpected dramatic 
element as Dorothy, a tragic victim 
of the committee's motives. As is the 
case with Wendt, it is great to see 
Wettig surpass her melodramatic 
television role.

To save the best for last. De Niro 
outshines everyone in the film, with 
his convincing portrayal of David 
Merill. Right from the film's open
ing, he earns our sympathy w ith his 
sincerity and loyalty when he adam
antly refuses to label his friends as 
communists.

Guilty by Suspicion, has one 
noticeable weakness. Despite their 
strengths, all the main characters, 
with the exception of Merill. arc- 
rat her contrived and one- 
dimensional.However. if one con
siders the simplified storyline, such 
characters may pose as necessary 
plot requirements.

The highlight of the film is its cli
mactic courtroom confrontation 
which inevitably sweeps us towards a 
resounding conclusion.

One of the most intriguing films of 
the season. Guilty by Suspicion is not 
to be overlooked.

RYDER
WE'RE THERE AT EVERY TURN.

t Ryder Truck Rental C arcade Ltd.

For the Ryder location nearest you. check the 
Yellow Pages under Truck Rental and Leasing.

Call your closest Ryder location
Bathurst/Col lege 
Weston/Steeles 
Keili/#7

DuKerin/Lawrence 
Weston/Lawrence 
Bloor/Lansdowne

597-3837
746-7480
660-4551

789-5934
242-3168
535-1186

Yonge/Steeles 
Lawrence/Keele 
Sheppard/Dutlerin

731-9483
243-0773
398-4998

Sheridan College and You 
A Powerful Combination!

Your university credits or degree and a Sheridan College diploma or certificate can be a powerful 
combination to prospective employers. We offer post-diploma and direct-entry programs that are 
specifically designed to give university students hands-on experience and marketable skills:

One Semester

Developmental Disabilities Worker
Leam to help people face the challenges of 
intellectual impairment in residential, 
vocational and educational settings.

One Year

Applied Research
Prepare for a career in research in such 
areas as marketing, psychology, sociology, 
health, education or media.

Computer Graphics/Animation
Advanced programs to prepare you for the 
advertising, design, and television commercial 
environments.

Educational Assistant
Leam to work with special needs individuals 
in various educational settings.

Fashion Management and Computer 
Design Techniques
Enhance your computer grading and pattern 
making skills, along with your management 
and marketing knowledge.

Integrated Office Systems
Acquire the computer, business, and word 
processing skills needed to become an 
information processing specialist

Journalism - Print
Prepare for a career in news reporting, editing, 
writing, public relations, and desktop publishing.

Media Arts - Writing
Leam to develop creative ideas and acquire the 
skills needed to write for print, television, radio, film, 
and video.

Telecommunications Management
Leam the skills necessary to enter management 
and supervisory levels of the fast-growing 
telecommunications field.
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Film director David Merril (played by Robert De Niro) has some hard 
choices to make in 1950’s Hollywood.

Two Years

Sports Injury Management
Train fora unique career in the prevention, care 
and rehabilitation of athletic injuries.

Technology Programs
Hands-on: Architectural Tech. - Design, Chemical 
Eng. Tech., Civil Eng. Tech., Computer Science 
Tech., Electronics Eng. Tech., Mechanical Eng. 
Tech., Mechanical Eng. Tech. - Design & Drafting.

ARTS writers 
are always 
welcome at 
Excalibur. If 
you would like 
to write for us 
now or in the 
summer drop 
into 111 Cen
tral Square 
and ask for 
“Switch”
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ÉâT.Call today for September ’91 enrolment: (416) 849-2818
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mFor further information, complete and return to: 
M. Foster, Communications Department,
1430 Trafalgar Road, Oakville, Ontario L6H 2L1
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PUT YOUR UNIVERSITY EDUCATION TO WORK
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