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New league alignment 
favours West division

Excalibur offers one free ad per week to clubs and organizations wishing to advertise 
events or meetings. Submissions for the Classified Section must be received at least
one week prior to publication and be no more than 30 words
Business ads cost $5.00 for 25 words or less and must be received one week prior to 
publication. By KARIM HAJEE

While many hockey fans prefer to 
jump on the Toronto Maple Leaf 
bandwagon simply because it’s the 
only game in town, Yeomen hockey 
fans, and those that prefer to stay 
away from the Carleton Street Hor­
ror House, will be glad to know the 
1987/88 ouaa season promises to be 
exciting if not prosperous for the 
York Yeomen. After realigning the 
ouaa at the end of last season, this 
year’s league houses three divisions: 
East, West and Central, with York, 
U of T, Waterloo, Laurier, Western 
and Guelph being in the Central. 
Over the West, Windsor, Lauren- 
tian, Ryerson, Brock and McMaster 
will battle it out for their respective 
divisional title. The East division is 
where all the interest lies. UQTR 
(Trois Rivieres/Three Rivers for the 
angles only), Ottawa, Concordia 
and McGill are grouped with RMC 
(Royal Military College) and 
Queen’s. During the course of the 
season, East division teams will play 
each other and play the Central div­
ision, while the West will play those 
in their own division and will also 
face the Central teams. That means 
the East will not meet the West, but 
Central will play everybody. It also 
means that the National Champions, 
uqtr will play the three-time defend­
ing ouaa champions, York Yeomen.

Under any other circumstances I 
would say that a contest between the 
York Yeomen and uqtr could be the 
most exciting game of the season, 
but after seeing the Yeomen in action 
last Thursday against Waterloo the 
confrontation with UQTR leaves me a 
bit skeptical. It’s not that the Yeo­
men are a bad team, quite the 
contrary—they’re a very good team. 
It’s just that they lack self-discipline, 
and with the coincidental minor 
penalty no longer in existence, the 
Yeomen could end up playing with 
three or four skaters instead of five. 
The new rule also prohibits any don- 
nybrooks and those involved in one 
could be suspended for a game or 
more. Last week, as a result of the 
new no-nonsense regulations, a total 
of 36 penalties were handed out. A 
number of them would have been 
coincidental minors, but instead the 
teams filled the penalty box, and fans 
witnessed a three on three hockey 
game, not very exciting!

York often proved they could not 
keep their composure, especially 
when they were ahead on the score- 
board. This type of beligerent behav­
iour is not new to Yeomen fans. Last 
year, York was known to take perni­
cious penalties. One year later 
nothing has changed. Fortunately

for York last Thursday they were 
playing the Waterloo Warriors, who 
are contenders for the ouaa title, but 
are not the heavy favourites. During 
the past three years, York has proven 
that when it comes to Canada’s new­
found national sport, York is the 
team to beat in the ouaa. This year is
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no different, especially with the 
return of sharp shooter Greg Rol- 
ston. They have been successful des­
pite all the poor penalties taken. 
During those three years, the Yeo­
men have not had to challenge UQTR, 
Concordia, McGill or Ottawa for the 
provincial collegiate championship. 
When they faced UQTR in the 
national championships, the Yeo­
men were defeated. This year they 
won’t have to wait for the ciau 
playoffs in Edmonton to face Trois 
Rivieres, they'll face them on Satur­
day night, 8:30, at the Ice Palace.

Right now it’s still a bit early to 
call a team undisciplined, after all 
they have only played four games, 
and will need some time to adjust to 
the new rules. However, in this 
league you haven’t got too much 
time to adjust. Toronto has always 
been a contender in the ouaa, and 
are perhaps a bit more disciplined 
than York. The same goes for West­
ern. Laurier would normally be a 
threat, but after losing their first four 
games, they could be out of the hunt 
very early. Look for York and West­
ern fighting for the title once again 
with Waterloo and Toronto close 
behind. In the West, Windsor or 
Laurentian will most likely capture 
the crown. Ryerson may come close, 
but only because the West is so weak, 
even Calumet would be considered 
dangerous in the West. The East div­
ision sees UQTR dominating with a 
toss up for second place between 
Queen’s, Concordia, Ottawa and 
possibly McGill. RMC has yet to win 
a game.

Against Waterloo, the Yeomen 
were sent to the sin bin more than 18 
times, and still managed to come up 
with close to 50 shots on net, en route 
to a 4-2 victory in a game that was 
reminiscent of the movie Slapshot. 
One has to question just how domi­
nating the Yeomen could be if they 
played with five men all the time. If 
the Yeomen plan on beating the 
national champions they had better 
plan on having five skaters all the 
time or pray UQTR only brings half of 
their team to Toronto.
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Field hockey squad 
falls from 2nd to 5th
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Entering the CIAU championships, 
the York field hockey Yeowomen 
were ranked second in the country. 
However, they had to settle for a 
fifth place finish as an opening round 
record of 1-1 was not sufficient to get 
them into the semi-finals.

The six teams were divided into an 
A and B division with York being 
placed in a division with Calgary and 
the University of Victoria. Mean­
while, the #l-ranked U of T Lady 
Blues were placed in a division with 
UBC (University of British Colum­
bia) and the University of New 
Brunswick.

York’s first opponent was Cal­
gary. Despite the tremendous pres­
sure which the Yeowomen placed on 
the Dinnies, they were unable to 
score until the final moment when 
Sharon Creelman was able to drive 
the ball into the net to give the 
Yeowomen a 1-0 victory.

Yeowomen coach Marina Van 
Der Merwe complimented the Din­
nies, saying, “They are a very good

defensive team and we had to play 
extremely hard to create some good 
scoring chances. We were constantly 
on the attack, but we just couldn't 
get the ball on net.”

Later in the day, York took on 
Victoria who was now in dire straits, 
because a loss to the Yeowomen 
would have eliminated them from 
championship play. On the other 
hand, a tie would have ensured the 
Yeowomen a first place finish in 
their division.

York jumped into an early lead on 
a goal by Allison Kirk, but Victoria 
came storming back to score three 
goals before the first-half was over. 
In the second-half, Victoria con­
tinued to dominate and went on to 
win by a score of 5-2, with Sandra 
Levi scoring the other York goal.

York goalie Sharon Bayes said, 
“The Victoria team applied constant 
pressure on our defence, and they 
used their superior speed to break 
through for some good scoring 
plays.” Coach Van Der Merwe 
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