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Religion ilot an.. olOthtuhrtho1~h

excuse for crimes
Re: "Religion Ontouchable" (Gate-
way, Noveinher 9)

Mr. Minish asserts,,thàt 'Âny ~E
person shiul be able to do any-
thing for their religlous cause with-D EI
out punishment or preju<ice" Ef-
fectlvely,thlswould place ahyaction
motivatedi by religlous conviction
beyond the law.

Toput it bluntly, what'*nakes
,religion so special? Why should D E
fense? In my opinion, crimes are
crimes, whether committed ini the
name of man-~or god, andi those
who commit them deserve to be
punished. Are. we to believe that
the burning of heretkcs by tbe
medieva nqulsition,or the hanging
and shoot 'ing cof Baha'is ini Iran
today, ls perfectly ait right be cause
the killers are simply following their
religlous beliefs? What exactly is a
,religion', anyway? Might flot com-
munism be considered a religion?
Or nazism? And what about people
with different religious beliefs? Are
we supposed tci toierate a ny sort of
criminal behavior that is rer.giously
motivated when we don't even
acept the beliefs that motivate Mt

Morality is quite. commonly
based. flot on religion, but on
reason and philosophy. More im-
portantly, Iaws are tiot moral, but

utilitarlan,_inature. ideally,'laws
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