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Track team back
for one year

by Randal Smathers

U of A track is off and running
again — for now. Last year, the
Department of Athletics decided
it could not afford to fund its
track and field and cross-country
teams, however, the athletes have
kept going as a club, and may be
reinstated for this year as a team.

According to Dr. Robert Stead-
ward, Chairman of the Depart-
ment of Athletics, he is currently
working on a “formal request to
Canada West and the CIAU”, to
reinstate track for this year.

The change seems to be moti-
vated by the creation of the new
Track and Field Provincial De-
velopment Center on campus,
but the track team deserves credit
as well.

”"We've been lobbying to get
the team back,” said Rick Cham-
ney, Vice-President of the U of A
Track Club, an organization
formed largely from ex-team
members and hopefuls. The club
has also “spent the last year main-
taining interest” in track on cam-
pus, said Chamney, which in-
cluded hosting the Track Club
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Open (formerly the Golden Bear
Open), which drew 100 - 200
fans, 600 athletes, and raised
$1500 for the club.

Ironically, the Development
Center is designed to help young-
er athletes develop, which would
raise the quality of the athletes at
the university level, but Alberta is
losing athletes because the team
is going unfunded.

“We’ve lost three top-level
people, who are no longer attend-
ing U of A,” said Chamney, “and
one more, who was going to
come here, who finished fifth at
the World Junior Champion-
ships, has taken a scholarship in
Oregon instead. These are inter-
provincial, national class ath-
letes.”

Despite these efforts, it is
unclear as to whether the govern-
ing bodies will allow the U of A
back into competition this year.

“Normally when a team is with-
drawn, there is a two-year mini-
mum before they are allowed
back in to Canada West as a
team,” said Steadward, “and I’'m
asking for an exception to be
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made.”

The “stumbling block”, as
Steadward sees it, is the fact that
Athletics is only willing to com-
mit to one year of participation,
at which time they want to review
the costs and benefits of the pro-
gram, before they commit to a
longterm participation.

"We want to see how this
works out the first year,” said
Steadward, “Our budget is al-
ready set, so the athletes will have
to raise their own money this
year, but we couldn’t continue to
offer the program with the ath-
letes paying their own way. We
would have to make it an integral
part of our program and find the
funding for it.”

Chamney said that the club has
budgeted $10,000 for the year’s

"We couldn't
continue to offer
the program with

the athletes
paying their own
way." —
Steadward

expenses, but he also said that
was a “very liberal budget, which
included sending a full team of 40
athletes and coaches to major
meets. He expects 10 - 12 to be at
the interprovincial level, with a
realistic shot at making the
CIAU’.

Calgary, who also cut their
track program last year, have
been reinstated, but they have not
put a one-year condition on their
team. Calgary is also opening a
development center this year.

The U of A is providing facili-

‘Tis but a scratch!
Pat Stiles (left) is “stabbed” by fellow Golden Blade Mike
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Oshai at a fencing open house on Thursday.

ties at no cost for the Develop-
ment Center, with the Alberta
Sport Council and Athletics
Alberta, the provincial arm of the
Canadian Track and Field As-
sociation, providing the cash.
Steadward will announce the
identities of the coaches next
week. i

Janet Shulha, Techfiical Direc-
tor for Athletics Alberta, said
that the re-instatement of Bear/
Panda track will, along with the
Development Center, provide
Alberta athletes with the “top-
level” program they have been

missing for the last year. She said
it was especially hard on the field
athletes, as well as some of the
short- and middle-distance run-
ners, because “the national level
programs have stayed the same,
and University sports provided
the step before national level.”

Athletics Alberta and the Uni-
versity are currently negotiating
to make the Development Center
and U of A track team permanent
institutionsai/! 77} rtanrtent s Al

"We’re confident they both
will be there (in the long term),”
said Shulha.
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At Granada, we're offering special student rates on a wide assortment
of top-quality home entertainment products. We'll give you our low 12-month
rate for a special 8-month term so you can enjoy a colour TV for as
little as $15.95 a month. Or rent a full-function VCR for $17.95 a month. And,
to top it off, our in-home Granadacover service is yours at no extra charge.
Just clip this ad and take it to your nearest Granada Home Entertainment
Centre today for the complete picture. But hurry, offer expires September 30th.
After all, if you don’t have a TV, where will you do all your studying?

T R VIR R B T RN T ST B O BT B R O W GO N e g,
STUDENTS RATE STUDENT -RATES

GRANADA

TVs-Audio - VCRS - Camcorders

P o e A O S VN M WS Y RS N 8 00 DR W NF WO 00 2% P OB N U5 0 3T G A

g

g 0 v

Paul Menzies



