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NfJohnson keepîng the home fries burning

LynnJolinson: Fôr the better or the bs
by Saame LaM&kgn

Lynn Johnson, creator of the. Better or
Worse cartoon strip, honed ber craft in
medical school anatomny classes. "After
graduating from Art School, 1 got a job
aîlustrating a.tonytetsi1 ottoput a
white lai> coat on and explore, take a iook
at how we tck."

Johinson gave vent to ber comtic bent by
illutratln thie ciemicai equastons whicii
mied students had-to leam witii caricatures.

*1 set ou to be a cartoonist... . so 1
started an classes ini Vancouver. Art sciiool
is sgrange that way. The fine art students
sniff at tias. wbo wanat do commercial
art.

Her degre. complet., Johnson worked
in an animnation studio where she met a
television camneraman. Tiiey married and
moved Est

Whiite expecting ber first child, Johnson
was asked by ber obstetrician to create
somne illustrations for the. ceiling above the
examninng tabl. "The response was
tremnendous.' Shortly afterward, johnson's
f irst book Davd We're Pregnant was
published.

Johnson, on tour with ber iatest bookc
K.ep the Home Fies Buming, runs a hand

tbrough lier hair and picksup the. three
juWilng blocsonthe desk and be-ins to

lande under a tbLe-. Sh e reaches for la
giggling, "'m sory its been a long tour.
Except for thes. book tours, I'mn usually
pretty close to born."

Homne s where Johnson [ies with ber

husband Rod, a dentist (Johnson divorcted
and remarried) and two kids aged eight
and 13. Home is alto ber work base. Tii.
Ulnited Press syndicated ber Better or
Worse strip in 1979. "Writing is tougli and
easy at the. sme time. 1 send off bunches
of wvork at a time."

1906 was an au.spicious year for Johnson.
5h. r.ceived the National Cartoonists
Society award for Best Humour Strip. Sh.
was the. youngest winner and the. first
womnan. mi was surprised. Jim Davis who
does Garfield was up too and 1 had
ptanned on congratulatlng him. When 1
heard that 1 had won, J was on the verge of
tears. Tiie support was great."

The. only problem, Johnson had with ah.
award was wheoe ta put ahe trophy. "I got
home witb the statue and put it on the
siielf in the studio ... but then, 1 was afraid
to go back to work. 1 bad a strong sense of
not recognizing rny own studio."

»I was worried so 1 started writing to
Charles Sciiulz and the phone rang... it
was him andhe explained tiathe had had
a smilar experienoe with the. statue."

»I ended up hiding it, so that 1 could go
back to work.*

As thi. creator of a strip which deals with
family Ille, Johnson receives a lot of mail.
'People write mie reaiiy personal letters,
asking for advice, reminiscing or telling me
stories about things abeir kids do."

As for johnson's kids, »I encourage tiiem
to read comics. Tiiey watch altogether ton
mucli television. We'll ail become vidiots."

Platoon:, look at Vietnam from the foxhole
Oin dm e

rewiew by Dean lennett
Seeing the Vietnam war from a gruna's

eye-view is wiiat Patoon le ail about.
"Gmr" was the. term used to describe the
US foot soldiers and thus film is their story.

Pfatoon follows PC Chris Taylor (Charlie
Sheeii) on is tour of duty in 1W6-68.
Trougb uis eyes we see the. day to day
hardships of the. GI's wiio foughatih. war in
the. jungle. Tiieir daily routine consisted
mainiy of "bumping it" througi the. jungle
in 1W0 degre. Farenheat beat and incessant
monsoori weather; thts drudgery was
interrupted only by trip wire mines and
firefights.

Patoon was written and directed by
Vietnam veteran Oliver Stone, wiio wrote
and directed Salvador - a film about
Centrai America. Stone was in Vietnam in
1967-68 and Platoon ie based on his
experiences tiiere.-

One of the notable aspects of the film is
Wts attention to detail. The platoon irn th.
film, like the. platoons in Vietnam, are
predominantly composed of young,
uneducated, black Americans And the. film
doms not shy away fron depicting thi.
uglier dde of American activiies: GI's
killing civiians, burning villages. Tliey
would ait off the ears of dead Northi
Vietiamese soldiers and wear themn as
perverse badges of honor.

In fact, one method Stne used to getaa
more reaklsac performinoe oua cf bis actors
was to send them deep iuto-ah. Philippine

#dMie. Theentire film was shot in th
PhOpkm).There, under the. direction of

retired Maine captain Dae Oye, the tbirty
or so actau derwenethurteen days of
Odd traibnm ThY ey re bed fiedd
euimen, had to dig aM dseep in two-
mmnàký « ioes cold army rations, and
,goonurroam sfW4lýBr p"aI. From

UMC u*dlredy tcooting dm.

Tbàv 1w

film.
Glving gond perfoncxes along wiaii

Sheen are T gBerenger {RustlWr'
Rhapsody, 14 8~hil as the. derffled
but femnsome Sr lmsami lllam
Odfoe (Te Live ami bf in LA., Sree of
Fit.) a Sount Ellas - a min who must

reconcile bis conscience witii bis actions
ami the actions of the. GIs in Vietnam.

Wiiat troubled Elias' soul was what
troubied the. entre platoon, was wiiat
troubled the. American conscience in
Vietnam. Platoon does not make excuses
or try ta jwstify wluat America did In
Southeast Asia. Rather, Stonie presents ah.
m-adness, the. chaos, the. contradictions th.
G's iiad ta face every day and wonders if
anybody in dueir position would have
responded dlfferentiy. Tii. GIs had ta figlit
q war ah. US dld not seem te want ta wlin.
For example, ahe soldier wouîd normally

b. odeae tafly in and overrun buIs beki

by North Vietnamese. But once tbe hilis
were taken aiiey would fly oua again and
the enemy would just walk ba&k in.-Tiiey
were supposed to win th. bearts and
minds of villagers wiio didn't wanatbem
there. Tiiey bad ta figlit an en.my they
rarely saw, and iiad ta deal witlu civilians
who tiiey knew were iielping ahe North
Vietanese but ta kill diemn was ta, weIl,
kill civilians.

Pfatoon, then, is the. saory of somne
ordinary people and tries ta make you
understand wiiat could b. natural reactions
to very unnatural circumistanoes.
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