
Women filmakers
This summer a group

o f four young women were
funded by OFY to, write and
crew a film on women. Anne
Wheeler 26, acted as director,
Lamna Rasmussen 22, did
camera work, Tani John stan
33, a doc tam/io candidate in
Ed Psych, and Lamna Jackson
Dub 26, han dled sound. The
film, entitled ONE WOMAN,
is in the final stages of
editing by the crew. It will
be ready for release on
Octaber l5th.

We. would have caf tee
at the College Grill. The
vvaitresses there were two very
thin wamen, aged beyand
their years who rarely smiled.
We smiled a lot. We were full
of t he satisfaction and
excitement that accompanies
pianeering, four young wamen
setting out ta research and
produce a film about a
wa man.

Twa af us were
single, one married and one
divorced. We had seen what
had happened ta those
women who bought the whale
bag; aur friends who tald us,

I AM liberated, George
wauld let me go right out
and buy a mink caat if i
wanted ta." We knew the
staries af abandoned mathers
working at- pitiful wages in
order ta support their
tamilies. We had talked ta
starry-eyed high schaol girls
wha haped ta drift inta
marniages made in heaven and
live happily ever atter. We
were given maney and the

use -of i 6mm equipment.
What could we do?

A few weeks after
our initial meeting, a rough
script was drafted. The
Journal ran a small item
explaining the film ta some
ex tent and outlining the kind
of women we had in mind to
play the raies. Cali at
Filmwest, the item read,
between such and such hours
for audition s. No experience
necessary.

Auditions as such
were nat planned. We
expected ta interview a
handful of yaung wamen
interested in playing ane of
the raIes. lnstead we were
greeted that marning by a
f load of wamen, young and
nat-sa-young, some of whamn
were interested in acting, but
mast just wanted ta talk.
Those who didn't came dawn
ta aur offices, telephaned
their encouragement.

They were a very
diverse graup, these wamen.
Same were middle-class
hausewives smartly dressed.
Same found getting the
necessities of daily lite a
struggle. A yaung French
Canadian hausewite drave
fram Cald Lake ta see us.
She had read aur item in the
newspaper and came,
impassianed, ta tell us her
story. She tald us ot her
mother, married in Quebec
without a cantract, who
became a virtual slave ta her
wealthy husband. Since the
age of four, she cantinued,
she knew she must insist an
a cantract upon marriage.
Married naw for eight years

she has wanted ta leave her
husband each day of thase
vears. The welfare of the
children haids her back. She
would have ta ceave them
with her husband, she tald
us, because she cauld nat
support herseif and thre
chiidren. This sensitive bright
Young woman had only the
training of a supermarket
check-out girl.

A divaroed woman in
the entertainment business
taid us of her evictian from
a rented hause because "thero
were taa many men around
a.id besides, she kept such
add haurs". She was just toa
tired and taa busy trying ta
f eed, clathe and spend time
with her childrcn and the
child af her ex-husband's first
marriage ta fight the evictian
on legal grounds. She was an
ôddball, a female bandîcader
whase wa rk req uired
arrangements and rehearsals
and unorthodax workiriy
haurs. Her work and the care
of her famiiy kept her mmnd
tram dweiling taa much on
the double prejudice she
endured.

There were these
staries and mare aptimistic
stories. We met a vivaciaus
Young married waman who
was undaunted by going ta
law schaai and having a baby
at the same time. Baby in a
kangaraa pouch she trundled
off ta law schaai.

F r om th es e
outpaurings we built a film
script that we hope wiil paint
out a few of the legal and
cultural prabiems a waman
who is trying ta change her
self-image will encaunter. We
are, as women, stili provided
with the madel of the weak
wamen wham saciety must
"protect" through its iaws. If
we challenge the normal raie
ot mather-wife-homemaker we
are suspected of bitchery and
wharedam. This is what we
have been told, but women
warking tagether are fînding
new answers and ideals ta
replace the aid stereatypes.,

Warking tagether, on
the f ilm braught many
rewards. Refusing ta acoept
the traditianal patriarchai
hierarchy cammon ta filmp
makers, we made all aur
decisions callectively. We have
had problems bath technicai
and idealagicai; we worked
through them tagether,
iearning a lat a bout filmý and
a lot about ourselves in the
pracess.

We atten go "back ta
.the -Coliege Grill for coffee
and the waitresses, are. stili
there, stil'l tiredand
unsmiiing. We made a film
about a Young waman 'in
circumstanices not far removed

fom ur oWn.-midde-ciass;i
uffiversity educated. But the
waitresse's made us know
there are many mare films ta
be made.

w

Downtown Centre
If the guy next ta

you makes a hundred dollars
more than you far doing the
same jab---what do yau do?

If you find you want
ta build your lite with
another woman --- what do you
do?

If yau become
pregnant and you dan't want
a child-what do you do?

''Came down and
meet other women' with the
same problems" is the answer
tram the group which is soon
ta open the Edmonton
Women's Centre dawntawn.

According toaa
pamphlet produced by the
group, the centre, lacated in
a large .aI1d hause at
9623-103A Avenue, will focus
on women's prablems in f ive
specitic areas. The centre, says
the. pamphlet, aims ta provide
space "for women already
involved in feminist activities
ta meet and talk". and for
women not invalved, n a
group "ta came and f ird the
kinds of activities that 'are
already happening or a space
n which they can start

groups of thei r awn."
There will be raom

for gay wamen --- presently
without a place ta go in
Edmonton --- to meet other
women, whether straight or
gay.

Referral services for
abartion, weffare, and legal
aid problems and a iibrary of
women's liberation Iliterature
wili1 provide. information vwhich
may otherwise be hard -ta
f ind.

Finally, the centre
'wili -pravide a social meeting
placewhere women can drap
in for coffee." In order ta
encourage mothers with young
chiidren ta stop by. the
group is setting aside and
furnishing a play room.

Other rooms Will be
allocated ta arganizatians such
as the Edmonton Coalition
for Abortion Law Repeal.

The centre has been
a long time caming--at least
one year of thinking and
planning which is only now
getting off the ground.

Accarding ta Dorothy
Jackson, one hait af the
centre's finance cammittee,
t he present group's
determination is a direct
result of the government's
refusai ta provide OFY
money for a similar project in
the city last spring. Thinkinq
about the OFY proposai
Il'salidified ideas, and
iniensified aur desire ta have
a centre," said Mary Moffat,
anather graup memiber.

Over the sumner, a
changing group of between 20
and 30 wornen who had
supported that project met
periadically ta discuss plans.

By the end of August
they were ready ta declare
themselves a saciety <by
which manoeuvre no ane
individual wauld be left with
financial responsibility for
rent, 'telephone and other
expens'es), and ta find a
location far the centre.

The Edrnonton house
fallows a recent but hidhly
successtul ýtradition of
women's centres in -Toronto
and Vancouver. in -Taronta,
the Women's Caucus cenitre
has blassomed intoaa"gani
thing," says Jackspn. Perhaps
300 people are invalve *d, she
said, with the resuit that'the
house is toa smail forý the
dernand on meeting space. ý

Right now valunteers
are busy cleaning and painting
the Place. Opening date is
roughiy scheduled for two
weeks. tram now.

Wome'n,'s Proôgra.m(me), Centre'


