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Topics of the Day

R LMO\IRS concrnig two new Caîadian PacifieRsteamers are again abroad. Thei story teid sorti
months ago is being re-toid. It is te tue eflect

that the C.P.R. boats now runiiimg bctxx cci Yokohlna

and Vancouxver xvîll bie transi erred te thme Canadian-
Aîmstraiian route, tiiat the twe steamers now ruînîîigý
betweeîî Caliada anid Grcat Britain wiil bc traiisicrred te

the Canada-Japan work, anîd tlîat twe ncw beats will

be buïlt for the Quebc.Liverpool trade. T his wouid
Inean an ituprovefient ail airouiîd-Ibettcr boats for ecd
route.

Cauada's forcigîl trade witlî betli Europe aîîd Asia
is iiîeasing enorinousiy and se is lier pasege tralhic.
To this is added a great increase in the iutuler of lle(>liic
wiîo are travelling lîctwecn Europe ani Asia, by the
Caîiadiaiî route. The C.P.R. can iiex take people frein
Liv erpool te Vekolhanxia Nvith-
ont using aiiy bue of steaine
or railway bult tlîcir cwn. Thiis
gîx es thein ail adx'antage of1
wlîici tlîey seci te lc îuaking
the meost.

Canladians will hope that
the rumeur is truc and w iii
wislî Sir Thiomas Sliaugigess3v
gecci luck ini lus progressive
work.

l'xlïdciice is t cinîiilattiig
that àMr. J. J. llills threat of
b)uiilding a tranîscontinenîtali hue
from Lake Suiperier to the-
toast throui Canada was
mcrely a tlirca:t. The task et
satislying luis own patrons lias
become de-cidcd(ly aicute. Al
along his Iineýs the people hîave
been ramsîniig a continuons civ
aîbout lauk of shipping faciii-
tics, lie now admits that the
United States West needs
twenty tiiousand miles ofl iew
railwav, mîich îîcw eqiineîit
anid a great extenlsion of ter-
minais. The trade is mlx anc-
ing faster than railway facili

for thîs additional construction
and extension, five hundrcd
millions oi dollars will bie re- Mr. J.
quired. During the past six 1'refflent of the Gi
years the annual value of agri-
cultural products cf the UJnited States has ahinost
doubled ; other industries have developed in proportion.
The population lias increased by sonie line millions.

This great developinent is ikeeping Mr. li mighty
busy in lis own sphere, and hie is flot likely to do any-
thing titanie in Canada. He wiil indetibtedly push
northward somne feeders, for that is net expensive in a
prairie country. Still there is ne immediate prospect
that lie wi11 be a serions competitor with the three treat
Canadian liues.

The great development ln the Unitcd States WVest is
paralleled in the Canadian West. Ilere, toc, there are
the same great problems. Our W~est needs more rail-
ways, and more equipment on the present roads. The
wheat crop!has doubled in a short time and ~Wheat is

only eue kind cf material which requires transportation.

llie raixx ax building iii Canada li 1907 xviii probabiy be
greater than exe ciwas kîîewu in the history of the couin-
trv. The anlioiint of nionle beinîg il eýstcd ini railwaYs
aîd their et umîlluct was liever so large. It i.s a, great

era, with inonev, nmen, herses and food produets at boomn
lirices,

Sp)eakîigý of horses, anr Onitario herse inîyer who is

puirchaisîîîgi for the Westi say s liorses nex ci were so valu-
able. The groxwth of elcctric raiixvays iii Ontario was
CXIiecteil todrive dowîi thc price of horses, oats andi iay.
The, farîners iearcd that resuit-but it îiever c aill. These
coiniueities, if the noble animal may bc inciuded in that
"1encrai terni, werc nex er SO hîirhi-priced.

Steai ipilugls anîd tractien-eligines are h)cing resorted
te ni the Wecst, lbit tuie tlciuand for hvax y herses keeps
upl. The W'est can1not prodmîce as good herses as the
'a st ;or .ît least it cannxot 1iiodue tlîeîn as easily

Midl as c heiîpiy. The range horse is gooli for saddle and
road work, anid seule ef tiien
are brought Eýast. le is te>
hight, as y-ct, for hcaxy aîgri-
cultural work.

The miovcuîcîît ainong the
Toroento mniulacturers te
buiid houses for their working
meni is to be coiiiueiidc<. il
iai>eurilig meicn arc forccd te
pay high rciîts, tlîey iniîst havec
liigh wages. If tlîcy are lnd-
(Ile( togetiier in unxvli<lesoiîie
siirrouindings tiiei labeur-' aliie
will deteriorate.

lui Great Britain and< the
Uited States, espjcially in the
fermer countrv, this îîroblcin
tuns received ranch attention
since Sir Titus Sait liuilt the
mnodel town of Saitaire, out-
side Bradford. Sut ien the
Cadburys have buit llournvîiie
near Birmingham, and Mr.
Lexver, the soap miîîîifacturcr,
lias created lPort Sunlight.
Other manufacturers haxve buitt
W(irkiig- men's bouses iu Lrreat
rows and blockis in prox1mity
to their factories. Ex cil ini
Canada, in Mentreal, HIamil-
ton, Thorold and other manu-
factuIng1 places, certain firms

J. Hill. have found it necessary te as-
reftt Northern Raiiway. sist their men in getting pro-

per homes.
Undoubtedly înuch will be heard of this movemient in

the varions indhîstrial centres. Toronto is perhaps the
first te inaugîirate a movement for the building of
houses by a general building company composed of
nîirerous maniifacturers. This experiment, and its ef-
ecet upon wages, the supply of labour and the quaiity of
labour, will bie watched with keen înlterest by bcth
workers and capitaiists.

Under the provisions of the new act governing the
granting of Provincial subsidies by the Dominion, of
which notice lias been given by Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the
increases te, the varions Provinces, on the basis of the
last census retîîrns, will bie as foilows :-Ontario, $789,-
485 ;Quebec, $599,866 ;Nova Scotia, $177,659 ; New
Brunswick, $i30,ooo; Manitoba, $142,530c; hiritish
Columbia, $215,000 ; Prince Edward Island, $65,ý;àAý
Alberta, $48,329 ; Saskatchiewan, $1,36,210.


