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Mutual Satisfaction.

CURIOUS feature of the general election in
A Ontario was the satisfaction the results

brought to both sides. Sir James Whitney’s
majority was so large, that it could be reduced with
benefit rather than harm. That was the general
opinion among the Conservatives who know political
history and do a little thinking on their own account.
Of course, a sudden reduction of considerable size
"would have been quite unwelcome to even these
broader-minded Conservatives.. The slight reduc-~
tion which occurred pleased them mightily.  Sir
James’ majority is still large enough to enable him
to carry any measure he may desire without a pro-
longed fight, and not large enough to invite internal
dissension and revolution in the ranks.

On the other hand, the Liberals are also delighted.
The change of leadership a few weeks before the
election prevented their scoring any considerable
advance. No matter how excellent the new leader,
how great an improvement in party feelings which
might result, there was no time to translate that into
votes. Therefore all the Iiberals could expect was
to hold their own. They did that and added two
or three extra constituencies. Their new leader,
Mr. Rowell, was elected for the first time with a
substantial majority. They have every reason to
be satisfied with themselves as a re-organized party.

*

Ethics of Foreign-Born Societies.

REMIER BORDEN has been in New York ad-
P dressing the Canadian Club of that city.o:1
wonder what the people of Toronto would
think if there were an American Club in that city
and if that organization should bring President Taft
over to tell them of the United States progress un-
der “old glory.” I suppose it would be all right, but
I am quite certain it would be the cause of some
peculiar private conversations in, say, Colonel
Denison’s library.

The other evening, in New York, a meeting to
support the pending arbitration treaties among
Britain, France and the United States was broken
up by members of a German-American organization.
It was claimed by the disturbers that these treaties
were aimed against Germany, and as Germans by
birth or descent they could not allow their adopted
country to be so gravely prejudiced as it might be
under the circumstances. Whether they were right
in their contention is not vital to the point, but that
they should put their affection for the land of their
fathers before their loyalty is a matter of supreme
importance. If these treaties are inadvisable and
inequitable, discuss them on their merits. To con-
demn them merely because of sentiment of this kind
does not seem quite right.

Canadian clubs in Canada are a national influ-
ence where they have not been turned into enter-
tainment bureaus as in Toronto, but a Canadian
club in a United States city should not be more than
a social organization. It should leave politics, na-
tional and international, severely alone. In the
address of Premier Borden, already referred to, the
opening sentences were a recognition of this point.

* k%

Latest Convert to Civil Service Reform.
TORIES emanating from Ottawa would indi-
S cate that some of the members of the new
government find that the Civil Service Act
hampers them in the reorganization of their de-
partments. They are not satisfied with all the clerks
and stenographers they find there, yet it is difficult
to displace them. An incompetent person cannot
be summarily dismissed. A recommendation to that

effect must be sent to the Commission and their .

approval obtained. This round-about proceeding
does not please some of the impatient ministers.
There is some force in their objections, yet the
present practice is absolutely necessary for the pro-
tection of the service. Otherwise a new cabinet
minister, if reckless in his copduct, could at once
dismiss every employee in his department, . 1he
present system may hamper an l:nonest and bu51r_1ess-
like administrator who finds his department in a
bad condition, but the hampering is only temporary.
It is pleasant, therefore, to note that so prominent
a Conservative as Mr. W. S. Middleboro announced
that the entire matter of patronage is unsatisfactory
to many of the members of the House and that he

would be pleased to see every portion of it placed
under the control of a-commission. He has declared
himself in favour of the English system. This is
evidence that Premier Borden’s promise to place
a portion at leagt of the outside service under the
Comm1§51on which now controls the inside service
1s meeting with general approval.
* ok %
Interprovincial Commerce.

IR LOMER GOUIN says that the Province of
ngbec gets $600,000 a year out of the tax
which it imposes on companies doing business
in that province but whose head offices are else-
where. He cannot see his way clear to abolish
this form of taxation. Similarly Hon. - Richard
McBride continues to approve the British Columbia
law which imposes similar taxes on outside firms
and corporations. These and other laws are ham-
pering interprovincial trade.

In the United States inter-state commerce is
under the regulation of the federal authorities and
no state can interfere with companies doing a na-
tional business. Such a tax as is imposed by Que-
bec and British Columbia would be unconstitutional
in the United States. It would therefore seem wise
to secure an amendment to the British North Am.
erica Act which will make such legislation impos-
sible here. Canadian business is becoming more
and more national in character, and nothing should
be allowed to interfere with that development.

x Kk ok
The Canadian Navy.

HERE was a time when a Canadian navy was
T a popular idea with most of the political
leaders. The House of Commons formally
approved the movement in general terms. Mr. Bor-
den spoke at Halifax in favour of a Canadian-built
navy. The Laurier Government proceeded to create
it along lines practically identical with those adopted
by Australia and New Zealand. They bought two
cruisers to be used mainly as training ‘ships and es-
tablished a naval college at Halifax. Then they
proceeded to lay plans for a fleet of cruisers suif-
able for coast and river work. Laying all political
quibbles aside, this is a fair statement of the case
expressed in general terms.

While all this was going on, a section of the Con-~
servative party started an agitation against the pro-
gramme because it would take too long to carry it
out. They wanted to hand over to Great Britain a
dreadnought or two at once because of the “immi-
nent danger” of a battle in the North Sea. "This
was not unreasonable. Many statesmen in Great
Britain believed that the danger of an early war
was real. Not much fault can be found with Cana-
dians who followed that lead. Eventually nearly the
whole Conservative party swung in actively or pas-
sively behind this policy.

While the Laurier programme was being attacked
because of its tardiness, it was also being subjected
to criticism by the Nationalists in Quebec on the
ground that Canada should do nothing at all, that a
contribution to the British navy was dangerous to
Canada’s freedom and autonomy, and that a Cana-
dian navy would mean a sacrifice of Canadian men
and boys in Britain’s imperial wars. This policy
also had something to justify it. A Canadian navy
would certainly mean Canadian sailors and marines,
If the Canadian navy ever went into action it would
be difficult to prevent some of those on board being
killed.

Then came the general election and the Iiberals
lost the power to further pursue the policy they had
decided upon. As for the Conservative policy, Pre-
mier Borden is not sure now that it is the wise one,
since the “imminent danger” has passed. At least,
he admits that he is not certain on this point.
Hence there is no talk at present of a gift of dread-
noughts or a cash contribution. Thus the Iiberal
programme and the Conservative policy are elimin-
ated. There is only the Nationalist policy left—the
policy of doing nothing. For the present this is the
policy of the new Government. The Nationalist
view has won out, at least temporarily.

What of the future? It is difficult to predict what
will happen. Much depends on events in Europe.
If the sun of peace should shine brightly the Na-
tionalist policy might continue in the ascendant. If
a war scare should occur the Canadian Government

.centralization.

might suddenly determine upon a cash contributioi"
But at best these policies are makeshifts. The olf

permanent policy is a Canadian navy built in Ca® |

ada and manned by Canadians. This may not comé
in a year, or in five years; but it will come as sufélf
as Canada is an autonomous and self-respectiig
nation.

* k%

Co-operation. in Militia Work.
S a matter of settled policy, the Militia Depaft:
A ment should insist that hereafter whel'e,n,ew
armouries are erected in towns and c1t1€I5:
the municipality should supply the site. Rec‘?‘?t.g
a Winnipeg deputation asked the Minister of Milil
to purchase twenty acres on Sargent Avenue ar{s
crect thereon the new armouries and drill hall. Th‘r
land lies next to a city park and can be secured 0

$275,000. Col. Hughes very properly pointed Oll;e
that if he did this, the city of Winnipeg would

: ; se
securing a fine recreation ground at the expes®®

of the government. Similarly, Toronto Waﬂts‘he
parade ground around its présent armoury. T
city, not the Government, should provide this. i
. Indeed it might be wise to go a step farther al
insist that the local authorities or regiments shot

provide a portion of the cost of the building.

i e ¢
local authorities could construct a building mof* |

cheaply than the government, because it can ,gﬂ{e
better supervision and because politics is less h'k_e,;'
to affect the contract. Moreover, the local mlht]i
would take an interest in the building and make

more suited to local needs. Toronto has an armoty

which is not suited to its needs and this mainly P ‘

cause the local militia were not consulted. oo il

Moreover, to create or maintain a proper mll‘taz
SPirit in a municipality, it is necessary that the muf
cipality should have some part in providing equlll:;
ment and maintenance. ‘The militia woul

. ic |
materially strengthened in its relation to the publ

everywhere, if the local people had some patt ;::
providing for it. The militia would be broﬂgh
into closer touch with the city council and throt8
them with the citizens generally. of

Where militarism is most obnoxious and mov,
dangerous, it is centralized under the national_ g?}e'
ernment. What the Canadian militia needs is &

Give the municipalities a share (lje
the erection of

grounds, and even in the maintenance of the !
militia units, and the militia spirit would be larg®
merged in the civic spirit.

X % %

Will the Mormons Desert Alberta ?

Iy

buildings, the providing of paga(;al |

T HERE are those who believe that the Mormo™

are likely to abandon Alberta, They reseﬂt

the criticisms which have been directe
them from all quarters during the past couple oﬁ
years. The Presbyterian Assembly, the Anglic®
Synod and various other organizations have taf

up the cudgels against their theological teachin®
with regard to

R s 0
they can never bé a dominating political force ’

All?erta politics, and the Mormon Church appafen%
believes in the dominant political power. In | .tn,
they have achieved and maintained their ambltfg]y
In some of the neighbouring States they are rapt’
gaining ground. What they accomplished in of
they hoped to accomplish in Alberta. 1IN A
apparently thought that once they became Strogk
enough the Canadian politicians would overlo%
their idiosyncrasies and excuse their religion.
though Sir John Macdonald laid iy
them in no uncertain way, he did it so pleasaﬂln
that apparently they still had political hope.
recent years this hope has gradually faded away;

My informant says that Mr. “Johnny” Woolf, wrt3
has represented a Mormon district in the Albe 1
Legislature, has lost hope and will shortly fesi%i,
He will probably go to Nevada to reside. If dt“a]
occurs it may be but the beginning of a gra the
exodus. Moreover, my informant states that 1.
next member for Cardston, in succession to W02
will not be a Mormon.

Without political control the Mormon Church
never been successful in controlling its own
lowers.
will be a decided impediment to its growth. | tes
himself has not always been faithful to the dict? 4
of the Church. One ‘one occasion they ran a bis of
against him for the legislative honour; but Oeﬂ’
won out, showing that the independent West
spirit had penetrated even the Mormon Chufchimg

Whether this is true or not it will be interest
to watch the developments. Whatever may ha?gda

o

ha?

(4

the Mormon Church is no doubt aware that Can
will have nothing to do with
tical or theoretical. If the Mormons rerr}alniﬂg,
Canada they must surely become a people dlffefong
largely in religion and social life from the Mors®
of Utah.

polygamy. Moreover, they feel .

polygamy either 'Pfai,,‘

n
ity
down the law !

s
It fears that its lack of political pr.Og;j{ 7

fol |




